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  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

Ah, the good ol’ summertime in North Carolina!  Heat, humidity, lost sleep due to thunderstorms 

with a dog who needs extra comforting.  But, I wouldn’t trade this state for anywhere in the world!  

Hope your summer is going well with beautiful gardens and exciting vacations! 

Nominations for awards and applications for grants are in – tough decisions as all are worthy. 

Announcements will be made in late summer, please be patient!  Other recent activities include 

signing of the new Memorandum of Agreement with Cooperative Extension.  It is posted on our 

website, so check it out.  I’ve had the pleasure to visit more local programs.  I always enjoy 

meeting everyone, seeing firsthand the hard work done by each group and answering questions.  

Please let me know when I can join your meeting!  Slowly but surely, details are developing for the 

2017 EMG Conference on Campus at NC State University.  Stay tuned! 

It’s never too early to begin planning for the next fiscal year.  As your local group plans a new 

budget, please keep NCEMGVA in mind.  The major funding for grants and the basic necessities 

for our State Association comes from membership.  First and foremost, we need additional 

members in order to provide more for our fellow members.  Also, please consider adding a line 

item in your budget for NCEMGVA to support grants and awards.  Several have been most 

generous with the endowment, too! 

The next installment of the 7 C’s of Success, Concentration, is frequently easier said than done!  

In order to accomplish a project, one must focus and develop a plan.  This can be daunting, but 

less intimidating, if broken down into steps.  Start with where you are, know where you want to be, 

and develop the steps from here to there.  Depending on the scope, this can be an individual act 

or a team effort!  Being a math major, this is very logical to me.  A friend describes me as a “rows 

and columns person”, meaning I put things in order.  In so many of my projects, the goal has 

seemed frightening.  But after breaking it down, concentrating on each step and feeling a sense of 

accomplishment as each was completed, the goal was reached.   

Unfortunately, the in-between steps were not always successful.  With concentration, however, the 

errors were evaluated and the new steps or changing steps proved successful.  Flexibility is key.  

As I frequently say “this is written in concrete but I haven’t let it harden yet!”   

Another part of concentration is focusing on what could go wrong.  This is another point I 

frequently use, much to the dismay of fellow team members.  I like to think of what could happen 

and have a plan in place, just in case.  If needed, it’s ready; if not, then the original focus worked!   

Another key is “just do it”.  Sitting still accomplishes nothing; the solution will be no closer.  It may 

not be easy, doubts will creep in, but concentrate.  In my experience, out of failure have come 

many successes!  Now,  you, your officers and delegates have another mission – to make this 

organization the very best it can be!  Concentrating on the future while keeping in mind our 

In Memoriam 

Robert “Bob” 
Kellam 

The association members have lost 
a valued friend and long time 
association Board Member. 

Bob was president of NCMEGVA 
2009-2013. In addition, he was very 
active and in various leadership 
positions with the Wake County 
EMG. He was 69 when he died. 
Bob was the original creator of the 
NCEMGVA website.  Our thoughts 
go out to his wife Susan Wyatt and 
daughter Leewyn Kellam. 

Please visit the Obituary 

for Robert "Bob" George 

Kellam 

http://www.legacy.com/lin

k.asp?i=ls000180999578 

 

 

You will be missed. 
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fantastic past, we need your help to accomplish this goal.  Please join us!  Any ideas, 

suggestions, and support are welcome; you know where to find me! 

Until we chat again, Happy Gardening, 

Edna 

 

Meet  Louise Romanow 

Wake County EMG 

I am an active volunteer and gardener in Wake County.  My adventures in 
North Carolina began when I came here in 1976 for graduate school 
in entomology at NC State.  I finished my degree in 1984.  I am fascinated 
by BUGS and am often called upon in our EMG circles to talk about them 
or help identify them. 
 
My interest in insects began as I got more and more knowledgeable about 

plants (particularly wildflowers and native plants), and my studies about plant and insect interactions just whet my 
appetite! 

I became an EMG in 2005 in Wake County, and have worked in many areas of the program.  I edited the newsletter for 
about 5 years.  I began involvement in training in 2008 when we lost our agent and had already accepted trainees to start in a few months.  I 
lined up a bunch of faculty from NCSU, and the training took off from there.  I am still involved in training, and about 40 other EMGs also 
participate in coordinating the training program.  There is another class starting this fall and I again am very active in this effort.   

We also have a great mentoring program and I led development of a web-based learning tool called '50 Questions' to help students learn how 
to get reliable, research-based information for clients.   

As well as organizing training, I regularly give talks on bugs to EMGs in Wake and other counties as well as other groups.  My volunteer time 
now goes to a number of EMG activities including training committee, responding to questions at Ask an Expert at eXtension.org, some website 
work, occasional newsletter articles (on what else?  BUGS!) And demo garden volunteering. 

I have also coordinated the Silent Auction activity at the last two Wake County based conferences, one in 2010 in Raleigh and in 2015 in 
Cary.  It was lots of fun (and lots of work!) and I am pleased to say that both events were extremely successful and brought in a lot of money for 
the state association!  There were many volunteers supporting this effort as well, and it is a great feeling when it all comes together and goes 
off smoothly! Dealing with so much ‘plant collection’ activity, I also arranged and coordinated the Wake County annual plant exchange that we 
hold at our yearly luncheons for a number of years.  

My other major volunteer activity is with the League of Women Voters. My interest there is campaign reform, particularly public funding of 
campaigns and increasing informed voter participation, particularly through VOTE411.org.  It is an interesting year with so much happening in 
the legislature and this being a presidential voting year. 

“Delicious autumn!  My very soul is wedded to it, and if I were a bird I 

would fly about the earth seeking the successive autumns.” – George Eliot 

NCMVGA Handbook! 

The Handbook Revision Team is excited to announce the next chapter of the Extension Gardener Handbook, chapter 17, 

"Organic Gardening" is up and available for use.  You can bookmark the Extension Gardener Handbook at:  

go.ncsu.edu/eg-handbook. 
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After being approved by the NCMVGA board 

and NCSU, the new Memorandum of 

Agreement was signed July 6th  by Dr. 

Bonanno and President Edna Gaston 

During this meeting three of the top men in 

Cooperative Extension attended: 

Dr. Rich Bonanno Associate Dean, College of 

Agriculture and Life Sciences at NC State and 

Director, North Carolina Cooperative 

Extension Service 

Dr. Wayne Buhler, Interim Department Head and 

Professor; Extension Specialist 

EDr. Tom Melton Deputy Director, NCCES and 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Program Leader 

All were given a packet of information including a 

membership application and all joined the 

NCMVGA.    

 

 

 

“September days are here, With summer’s best of weather, and autumn’s 

best of cheer.” – Helen Hunt Jackson 

KUDOS ON OUR WEBSITE! 

Mary Conroy received this note about the NCEMVGA Website: 

 

 

 

  

 



 

North East District 

 

Anne Pierce (Nash County) District Reporter 

(Beaufort, Bertie, Camden, Chowan, Currituck, Dare, Edgecombe, Franklin, Gates, Halifax, Hertford, Hyde, Martin, Nash, 

Northhampton, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Pitt, Tyrrell, Wake, Warren, Washington)    

 

Dare County-submitted by Chris Stadther 

New signs for the Arboretum and Teaching Garden in Kill Devil Hills, NC. 

 

 

A Sunny day, a gentle breeze off the ocean and the 14th annual Coastal Gardening Festival. 

On May 14, the Festival was attended by close to 3,000 people.  A variety of vendors attended offering plants, garden décor, furniture, 

pottery, and other items.  The Dare Master Gardener plant sale sold an assortment of plants with herbs and flowering plants the most 

requested. 

 

 

 

The Master Gardener Education table consisted of a worm bin, as well as bird 

nest gourds and a monthly planting schedule all created by Dare Master 

Gardner Volunteers.  A vegetable planting timeline banner geared to the Outer 

Banks, was a great attraction and garnered many requests for the chart.  Over 

200 people stopped at the table to ask questions. 



 

 

The Dare Master Gardeners always make sure that the Coastal Gardening Festival is a fun event that appeals to the whole family. This 

year, children had a great time decorating pots and filling them with an herb plant, then they explored the Arboretum and Teaching 

Garden with an A through Z scavenger hunt.  The enthusiasm and hard work of all the Dare Master Gardeners before and during the 

annual festival makes the Coastal Gardening Festival a success each year! 

On July 6, the Master Gardeners had a fun time hosting 78 elementary-age campers and their councilors at their 

Arboretum and Teaching Garden in Kill Devil Hills for the 4-H SACC summer program.  The kids enjoyed the A through Z 

plant scavenger hunt and made butterfly finger-puppets in the shade.  It was a scorcher of a day, but the children had a great time 

exploring and learning with the Master Gardeners. 

 

Pasquotank County – submitted by Bette Lou Campbell 

Plant Sale:  Always held on the Saturday before Mother’s Day, EMGV’s readied the plants and transported them to a new location 

inside of the Extension Center.  Also, new this year, tables were covered in plastic, and used to hold the plants at eye level.  All in all, it 

went well and yieldedover $1,000, for the Scholarship fund. 

May Speaker:  Steve Campbell, of Lancaster, Ohio (Board of Directors for the Rose Society of America) gave a most informative 

presentation and power point on rose propagation and hydroponics.  Steve happened to be visiting this area and stopped at the MGV 

booth at the Market.  After talking with two of the MGV’s, he offered to do a presentation for us at our upcoming meeting.   

Scholarships  

 

:  EMGV’S awarded $1,000 scholarships (each) to Kylan Lister and Justin Pendleton.  Both 

young men plan to continue their education at NCSU in the fall.  Kylan plans to major in 

Agriculture, with Justin planning to double major in Agriculture and Agri-Business.   

 

 

 

Downtown Waterfront Market:  Recent, hot weather has not stopped the EMGV’s from keeping their weekly presence at the 

Market.  Not only do they answer questions from clients, they have been passing out FREE trees donated by the Forestry Service. 

Barb, Karen & Sarah at our Education Table 



June Speaker:  Lisa Sanderson, State EMGV Coordinator, presented a power point and answered questions about registering on 

NCSU Garden to track MGV hours. 

Field Trip:   

 

EMGV’s visited Girls, Inc. to ask the girls’ participation in painting some flat, river 

rocks to be used as plant markers in the Community Garden.   Each girl was shown 

examples of images they could use to paint the corresponding vegetable.  At a later 

date, the girls were invited to come to the Foreman House Community 

Demonstration/Learning Garden where they placed their rocks in the appropriate 

garden beds.  It was a sweltering afternoon, but lemonade and cupcakes were 

enjoyed as a thank you to the girls!   

 

 

2nd annual Open House in the Garden:   

 

Once again, the EMGV’s pulled out all the stops for this event. Tasty food samples (using 

produce commonly found in home gardens) awaited the visitors to the garden event, along 

with wonderfully refreshing strawberry/mint water.  Turnout was very good, for such an 

oppressively hot afternoon.  Prior to this event, the local newspaper (Daily Advance) visited 

the garden and wrote a nice feature story about the garden. 

 

 

New Director, Pasquotank Center:  July 1, 2016, NC Cooperative Extension, Pasquotank Center, welcomes its new County 

Extension Director, Ellen Owens.  Ellen comes to Pasquotank from Currituck County Extension, and brings with her, 20 years of service 

as the Agent for4-H & Youth Development.  During her time with 4-H, she was agent to numerous state and national award winners. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pitt County 

by Mary Jo Larkin 

Welcome to the Wild 

Just between the asphalt parking lot and the Agricultural Extension Building in Pitt County, wildflowers perk up the walkway.  Muhly 
grasses, Gaillardia, Black-eyed Susans peek out to welcome any visitor with a piece of North Carolina Natural. 
 
Our wildflower garden was started in 2007 after we ran away the weeds and grass plot by covering all with newspapers and starting 
from scratch, our mission to provide beauty in a self-sustaining garden.  Annuals and perennials we planted were allowed to go to seed 
while we mulched and weeded.  Our garden looks different season to season and year to year as the plants seed themselves around.  
We do not water it, allowing rain to nurture it just as it is in field and forest. 
 
In the last few years only native plants have been included.  Often we plant the NC Wildflower of the Year with happy results.  In 2009, 
the garden was awarded the Master Gardener Association Design award. In 2016, our designer and curator, Carol Taylor decided a 
curving path through the middle would facilitate our weeding, so cardboard was laid to thwart the growing plants and now we can work 
or walk inside the garden, sharing our path with a handmade birdbath and driftwood sculpture.  All the plants are marked with cut 
sapling signs which allow visitors to identify with the wildflowers. 
 
Just like the natural world, our garden is ever changing and riveting.  Every day as we pull into the parking lot or saunter to the door of 
the county building, we are refreshed by this patch of the “real world” in all its beauty.   



 
 
Asclepias to Butterflies 
After reading Doug Tallamy’s book on the value of native plants 
recommended by Johnny Randall of the UNC Botanical Garden, we wanted 
to enhance our native plants at our arboretum. We made a commitment to 
be stewards in our community and in our home gardens. We designed new 
arboretum markers to read Native when applicable. We brightened up our 
commitment by suggesting a simple method to grow two varieties of 
Asclepias from seed.  A cut gallon milk jug and seeds with a timetable soon 
followed.  By our May Plant Sale, we had plenty to sell at small prices to 
spread this beautiful plant and welcome the butterflies.  We grew Asclepias 
incarnata, Swamp milkweed and Asclepiastuberosa, Butterfly Weed.  At the 
plant sale we touted their beauty and the embrace of butterflies which would 
be happy in the orange blooms.  They were a hit and sold quickly! 

 
 
 
 
Thank you 
Thank you, Wilson Botanical Garden Master Gardeners for an exciting and 
knowledgeable regional conference.  Many Pitt county EMGVS carpooled to 
Wilson for a real treat of a day showing lots of evidence of how hard our 

Wilson neighbors work in their beautiful gardens. We learned a lot.  Thank you. 
 

  



 

South East District 

Margery Pearl and Brenda Clayton (Johnston County)  

(Co-District Reporters)  

(Bladen, Brunswick, Carteret, Columbus,Craven, Duplin, Greene, Johnston, Jones, Lenoir, New Hanover, Onslow, Pamlico, Pender, 

Robeson, Sampson, Wayne, Wilson) 

 

Bladen County Submitted by - Joan Taylor 

 

Spring and Summer Plant Sales 
The EMGV Spring Plant Sales, held on April 23rd and April 30th, were a great success!  The Spring plant sales were held at the 

Farmers Markets in Elizabethtown and Bladenboro.  The Summer Plant Sale was completed on July 15th at our annual Christmas in 

July event.  This event is held each year at the Bladen County Cooperative Extensive Agency located at 459 Smith Circle in 

Elizabethtown.  In addition to the quality plants available, those attending could also find arts, crafts and have lunch! 

 

Hydroponic Farm Trip 
In April, our EMGVs had the opportunity to visit a local hydroponic farm.  There was a guided tour of the farm and we learned how a 

hydroponic farm is sustained.  S & J Farms has a variety of lettuces, micro greens, basil and kale.  The farm is located at 15741 

Spivey's Corner Hwy. in Dunn, NC.  For additional information check out this link: 

http://www.ncagr.gov/ncproducts/ShowSite.asp?ID=102987. 

 

Brunswick County Submitted by - Mary Dixon 

 

Trap Crops in Edible Landscapes 
What if there were special plants you could place in your edible landscape that bugs would eat instead of eating your 

vegetables?  Such plants are generally categorized as 'trap crops' for certain insects.   
Three keys to successfully using trap crops are: 
1.  Know the insect you are targeting, when they are likely to appear and how long they are likely to hang around. 
2.  Plant the trap crop first, a few weeks before you plan to plant the vegetables.   
    This is like tempting the insect with chocolate cake before you bring out the steamed broccoli! 
3.  Once insects appear, they may be vacuumed off with a hand-held household vacuum such as a dust buster.   
    Use insecticide on the trap crop if necessary, NOT on the vegetables you plan to eat.   
    When the trap crop is decimated by the insects, pull it up and throw it away.  Do not put it in your compost! 

 

 

Southern Root Knot Nematodes  
Rapeseed Mustard was planted in October as a trap crop for Southern 

Root Knot Nematode (Meloidogyne incognita).  n April, French and 

African Marigolds were planted where summer veggies would later be 

placed.  The Rapeseed Mustard and the marigolds trap root knot 

nematodes at the juvenile stage and emit chemicals that prevent them 

from developing to adulthood.  As the mustard and marigold plants were 

replaced with summer vegetables, they were cut up and buried in the 

soil to continue working their magic! 

 

 

http://www.ncagr.gov/ncproducts/ShowSite.asp?ID=102987


 

 

 

Cucumber Beetles  
White Amaranth was planted in April and before long, cucumber beetles came to that buffet.  Cucumber beetles are a major pest for 

cucurbits, including cucumbers and squash.  Spinosad spray and powder were used on the Amaranth to kill the beetles.  The beetles 

were also vacuumed with a hand-held dust buster.   

 

 

Flea Beetles   
In March, Tatsoy was planted to trap flea beetles.  Early in April, as the 

weather warmed, flea beetles began devouring it.   The Tatsoy also 

attracted three different kinds of cabbage worms.  However, the Tatsoy does 

not kill the little buggers!  Spinosad, an organic excitotoxin, was used on the 

Tatsoy every week for 4-6 weeks.  In the meantime, not a single cabbage 

worm was found on the Red Russian Kale, cabbage collards, Tuscan Kale 

or Savoy cabbage!  When the Tatsoy is decimated, pull it up and throw it 

away.  Again, be sure not to put it in your compost. 
 

 

 

 

        

 

 

Leaf-footed Bug  
The Leaffooted bug is a major pest for tomatoes, peppers, and 

eggplants.  They suck the juices, eating holes in the plants and leaving 

white spots just under the skins of tomato plants.  Cardoon is a great trap 

crop to attract the Leaf-footed Bug, but they do not kill them.  As bugs 

congregate on the thistle-like blossoms, simply vacuum them off or cover 

the blossom with a plastic bag and shake the bugs into the bag.  Cardoon 

is a perennial that does not bloom until the second year.  So, plan ahead 

to control this dreaded insect! 

 

 

 

 

Carteret County Submitted by - Marie Roberts 

 

Hello, NCEMGVs!  Our weather in Carteret County, as always, is iffy.  We are either having dark days with too much rain or very hot 

and sunny weather.  Not much in between.  We are finding plants in our vegetable garden looking good one day, then looking like they 

are dying very quickly thereafter.  With that being said, our gardens have had some production, but other master gardeners, neighbors 

and friends don’t seem to be having much luck.  To date, Carteret County has received approximately 39 inches of rain since January 

1st.!  Hope your gardens are doing well. 

 

Carteret County Blog 
Our County Extension Director, Shawn Banks, has taken the first step in getting our blog started.  His plan is to have volunteers assist 

him by keeping content going throughout the year.  He is interested in videos or articles with photos.  This will be a good way for the 



EMGVs who have a difficult time getting to our demonstration gardens accumulate hours by researching and writing articles or assisting 

with videos to go on the blog.  Once the blog is online, we hope you will check it out and make it one of your regular stops! 

 

Our Annual Garden Tour and Awards Luncheon was held Thursday, June 9th.  This event is held in June each year for EMGV 

members, alumni, interns and their guests.  This year it was held in Down East Carteret County and featured four gardens which were 

all very different.  There was a sun/shade garden, a shade garden, and two full sun gardens.  Each garden reflected the owner's 

environment, style, and interests.  Each garden was also beautiful and unique, giving our large group a real treat and the inspiration to 

go home and get to work!  

 
 

Gardens of Jorja Patten (Carteret County) 

 
Carolyn Hoss’s Garden (Carteret County) ) 

 



 

I know you say the same thing in your county, too, but our EMGVs are all excellent cooks.  After 

the potluck luncheon, pins and Certificates of Appreciation were given to Master Gardeners 

reaching the ten year service mark and the Ginny Welton Award was presented to Sunny 

Newton.  Also, our new board was installed with Kit Williams as President while Debbie Alfano 

agreed to take over as Corresponding Secretary.  Many announcements were made.  I can’t 

leave this subject without saying there was much comparing of notes on different plants, 

gardens, etc.  A great time was had by all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Awards Potluck Luncheon.  Yum!  (Carteret County) 

 

Our volunteers maintain a butterfly garden, a camellia garden, a fig bush patch and a compost area at the Core Sound Museum.  We 

don’t always get to go to all the demonstration gardens over the summer, so it was really nice to see so many master garden volunteers 

going through the site and enjoying it.  Carolyn Hoss is the Team Leader for the Core Sound project and she also organized the entire 

event.  What a great day!  Thanks, Carolyn! 

 

 

 

Craven County Submitted by - Judi Lloyd 

 

Craven County EMGVA Volunteers Unite With Other Organizations  
It’s amazing what can happen when three volunteer organizations get together in New Bern for a worthy cause!  Recently, a Habitat for 

Humanity employee called requesting assistance to “adopt” the planter boxes for a new Habitat home that was being completed.  The 

boxes were built by four Epiphany School for Global Studies female students.  Each May, the seniors at this private school are required 

to do a community service project called “Love in Action”.  These young ladies sawed, pieced together, stapled, drilled drainage holes 

and painted seven planter boxes of varying sizes.  

 

Then, seven members of the Craven County Master Gardeners Volunteer Association took on the project of designing plant 

arrangements for the boxes.  It was decided that only four of the boxes would work on the two porches for this particular home.  The 

rest would go to another Habitat home.  Two of the CCMGVA volunteers went over to the house with compasses and tape measures to 

determine the direction for sun exposure and the width of the porches needed to accommodate the planters.  The next step was a 

“shopping spree” for potting mix and plant materials.  Donations for these items were provided by several of the Master Gardeners, one 

of the Epiphany moms, and a worker at Habitat. 



 

A couple of days before the Home Dedication, the Master Gardener 

volunteers converged at the house and feverishly added the potting soil 

and plants.  Using the thriller, filler and spiller approach, the planter boxes 

were planted with yellow, purple and white flowers, as well as ornamental 

grasses.  A couple of beautiful ceramic pots adorned with Purple Pixie 

Loropetalum were added for some extra zip!  The planters were lifted up 

from the wooden deck with bricks, so water could flow through.  After the 

plants were fertilized and watered, the homeowner was gifted with a 

garden tool set, gloves and a watering can.  All this was being done while 

Habitat workers were very busy finishing some painting, fixing a window 

and installing appliances for the upcoming ribbon cutting event. 

 

 

 

 

EMGVs Mary McClean, Carole McHale, Judi Lloyd, Susan Broderick, Kathy Zimmerman and Joanne Celinski on front porch of Habitat 

home after completing the planters for this family's new home!  (Craven County) 

 

The building of this particular home was part of Collegiate Challenge, a Habitat International project involving students from four 

colleges.  In addition, Women Build Days, another offshoot of Habitat, provided assistance by arranging for women to paint the house. 

 

I’m sure the McGriff family will be thrilled with their lovely new home completed by so many caring individuals and festooned with 

colorful plants! 
Check out our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/Craven-Extension-Master-Gardener-Volunteers-212456135776835/  

 

 

 
Completed Habitat home porch planters and containers: (Craven County)    

 

Greene County Submitted by - James Roy Thagard, Greene County Agriculture Agent 

 

Volunteering is Critically Important to Sustain Master Gardening Events 

 

Many of us know that, in life, the best-made plans often go awry.  No matter how well we plan for an event, something almost always 

comes up to change those plans.  Greene County Master Gardeners are sustained by 5 very determined volunteers who help create 

https://www.facebook.com/Craven-Extension-Master-Gardener-Volunteers-212456135776835/


many positive influences around the county.  However, because the volunteers are so few in number, certain long term programs may 

get neglected during the year when certain things come up.    

This year, life events have happened to reduce our EMGV workforce.  One worker has now taken custody of a grandchild, limiting his 

availability.  Another volunteer recently broke his leg and has been unable to help with spring and summer projects.  Two others have 

seen transitions in their current work that limit how often they are able to be involved in EMGV projects around the county.   

 

Yet, this EMGV program has not stopped in its efforts to give back to the community.  While school agriculture education events took 

place and a landscape beautification project for the middle school was tackled, our community garden could have easily been 

neglected.  This community garden is the landmark project for the Greene County Master Gardeners, yet with everyone pulled in 

different directions, there was concern for who could step up and help with the garden.  

 

Joseph Biggs has been a trained assistant under one of Greene County’s EMG volunteers for several years.  In this time of need, he 

had a keen interest in gardening, taking every opportunity to go down to the garden on work days or special events to learn from 

others.  When one of the MG volunteers was injured, Joseph stepped up to the plate to say that he would do all that he could do to 

continue the work at the community garden.  With the help of the county agent, he has spent countless hours weeding and preparing 

raised beds for produce, as well as planting seed and transplants for food distribution to the local Interfaith chapter.   

 

Though Joseph will testify that he is not an expert gardener, his actions speak otherwise.  He is loyal to all the community garden has 

done this year.  He is always asking questions to make sure he is in concert with the goals of other master gardener volunteers.  He 

can be found regularly at the garden weeding and watering.  Under his leadership, 10 individual raised beds have been planted solely 

for the purpose of distributing food back to the community.  Joseph grows the best broccoli in the community and often donates this to 

families in need.  This year we have a goal to raise 250 pounds of produce for Interfaith food distribution within our county.  We are 

growing tomatoes, cucumbers, zucchini, yellow squash, peppers, carrots, turnips, radishes, and string beans this summer for food 

distribution.  Without the work of this man, the goals of our community garden would not have been reached.  

 

I know may counties can think of one person their EMGV programs could not do without.  I celebrate Joseph for all the work he has 

done to support our community garden.  The master gardeners and I look forward to enjoying the fruits of our labor this summer and fall 

from all the work in the community garden.     

 

Johnston County Submitted by - Griffin David Lockett 

A Blooming Success! 
The Johnston County EMGV completed their annual plant sale on April 

30th.  This year, the sale was held for the first time at the Clayton 

Community Center, site of the active and collaborative Clayton Community 

Garden and program.  Months of planning by our very capable co-chairs, 

Vicki Shore and Tamara Wallace, resulted in a very successful, expanded 

fundraiser, raising over $4500!  Under the additional leadership of EMGV 

Roy Lewis, the sale was made a success through many volunteer hours by 

several EMGVs who nurtured plants in the Garden’s greenhouse.   Tools, 

rain barrels, and consignment plants from several vendors were also 

available.  Many loyal customers followed us to the new location, supportive 

and grateful for the wide variety of plants and items for offered.  Both new 

and repeat satisfied customers left with wonderful finds and new gardening 

information!  
Annual Plant Sale- Photo by Christopher Alberti (Johnston County) 

 

Birds, Bees, and Butterflies! 

On July 7, the EMGVs went on a tour of the Pollinator Paradise Garden at the Chatham Mills Complex in Pittsboro with Agent Debbie 

Roos, Sustainable Agricultural Agent for Chatham County, as our guide.  We joined others interested in learning about plants that 



support the life of bees, birds, and other pollinators, as well as beautify our landscapes.  Debbie was very thorough and passionate 

about the pollinator garden, sharing her Top 25 Native Pollinator Plants for North Carolina and the websites to obtain those plants.  She 

also offers workshops in the fall.  Handouts and information are at www.carolinapollinatorgarden.org   Debbie’s page is 

www.facebook.com/debbie.roos.nc  or   http://chathamm.ces.ncsu.edu/ 

 
Pollinator Paradise Garden Tour- Photo by Christopher  Alberti (Johnston County) 

 

Love Thy Neighbor: Planting to Share, So Others May Eat 

EMGV Tiffany Whichard has been the coordinator for Plant a Row for the Hungry (PAR) since 2013.  PAR is a community-based 

program committed to addressing food insecurity.  It was conceived by the Garden Writers Association on the premise that individuals 

can commit a row of produce in their personal gardens to harvest and donate.  Along with five other EMGVs and nine additional 

community volunteers, Tiffany’s group plans, grows, maintains, and harvests on a large scale from year-round garden plots, including 

greenhouses, located at Johnston Community College.  

In addition to the produce from the gardens, Tiffany emphasizes 

education and self-sufficiency.  The volunteers also participate in 

gleaning from farmers’ fields.  All produce harvested from the garden 

plots and gleanings goes directly to local soup kitchens and food 

pantries.  They contribute about 2,000 pounds to six different food 

ministries to help meet the needs of the over 20,000 citizens in the 

county who are at-risk for hunger, especially children.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

PAR Volunteers- Photo by Tiffany Whichard (Johnston County) 

 

Although independent of the college, Arboretum Director Jordan Astoske, supports the program by providing space, soil, water, tools, 

and amendments.  The EMGVs and other volunteers help cover other costs out-of-pocket.  Tiffany hopes that they will soon become a 

501(c)(3) organization to be more self-sustaining and provide more service to the community.  For additional information: 

https://www.facebook.com/PlantARowJoCo/. 

 

Onslow County Submitted by - Marge Waslicki  

Summer Social 

http://www.carolinapollinatorgarden.org/
http://www.facebook.com/debbie.roos.nc
http://chathamm.ces.ncsu.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/PlantARowJoCo/


Our annual Summer Social was held in May this year.  As usual, the food was wonderful, but the highlight of the social was the 

presentation of certificates to the graduates of the Master Gardener Class of 2016.  Many of this year’s enthusiastic class of 20 have 

already completed their required forty hours of service to the community working at the Plant Clinic, Discovery Gardens, Growing Minds 

and many other projects available to them.  Congratulations to the new interns! 

 

Classes 
In April, the OCMGV hosted a Spring Symposium which included classes, plant sales and a yard sale, with Master Gardeners available 

to answer gardening questions.  It was a successful fundraiser and educational event for the OCMGV.   

 

Community classes over the last three months include topics such as Lawn Maintenance, Lawn Problems, Growing and Using Herbs, 

Understanding and Preparing Garden Soil, Vegetable Gardens, Landscape Design I and II, Annuals and Perennials, Woody Plants, 

Best Planting and Pruning Practices, and Extending the Fall Harvest.  We are able to reach out to the local community through these 

classes and better serve the gardening public. 

Our Growing Minds project continues this year with over 700 third and fourth grade students and day campers attending the 

sessions.  The children continue to learn that food does not grow on grocery store shelves! 

Beautification 
When you enter our Discovery Gardens, you initially see the entrance circle with its dogwood sculpture and plantings.  But, when you 

leave the gardens, you encounter the rear of the Onslow County Government Complex building with its cisterns, drainpipes, doorways 

and access road. 

 

Enter EMGV Amy Borsay, who graduated in 2015 from NCSU as 

a Master of Horticultural Science.  Thanks to Amy, a landscape 

plan was developed for the rear of the building over a two year 

period.  She had to consider the uses of the area, utilities, soil, 

light, aesthetics, and also complementing the Discovery Gardens 

and Farmers Market adjacent to the area.  Plants had to be 

purchased, placed and replaced in the plan as availability 

became an issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working hard to put in over 300 plants at our Government Complex building (Onslow County) 



 

As a result of Amy’s landscape plan and the hard work of the 

OCMGVS, almost 400 plants were put in a 3,000 sq. ft. area 

over three days!  Many thanks to all the volunteers who dug, 

hauled, planted, watered, weeded and mulched.  Now, when 

you leave the Discovery Gardens, you still see the cisterns, 

drainpipes and doorways, but your eye is drawn to the many 

plants and shrubs that enhance the area.  As the plants fill in 

over time, the area will only become more beautiful and also 

serve as a demonstration garden for the residents of Onslow 

County.  Thank you, Amy! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beautifying the rear of the Government Complex building (Onslow County) 
 

 

Class of 2016, 20 New EMGVS for Onslow County 

 

Wilson County Submitted by - Carroll Gaissert 

 

Gardening Symposium:    
The Wilson County EMGV’s are very pleased that the “Spring into Summer” Gardening Symposium, held on June 2nd, was a great 

success.  We had 113 attendees representing 18 different counties and the feedback was very positive. 

 

Summer Interns: 
The EMGV’s have enjoyed having the much-needed assistance of not one, but two, summer interns.  Tre McGee, a NCA&T student, 

has conducted Junior Master Gardener camps.  Michael Roberson, a NCSU student, has completed an inventory of all the plants in the 

Wilson Botanical Gardens (over 1,000 of them!) and is busy making plant labels. In addition, they have both contributed hours of labor 

in the gardens.  Their assistance is greatly appreciated and we will miss them as they leave us soon to return to school. 

 

Fall Activities: 



Speaking of school, it’s hard to believe on these 95-degree days, but it is time to plan Fall activities!  Planning is underway for our first-

ever Halloween event in the gardens, as well as our third annual Wilson Winter Lights event in December.  Wilson Winter Lights has 

been our most successful fundraiser to date and this year’s event should enable us to complete the new STEM garden. 

 

You know what they say about all work and no play?  So, to get in some fun time, the EMGV group is planning a visit in September to 

the Lewis Ginter Gardens in Richmond! 

 

 

  



 

North Central District 

 

Christina Larson, District Reporter  (Guilford County)  

(Alamance, Alleghany, Ashe, Caswell, Chatham, Davidson, Davie,  Durham, Forsyth, Granville, Guilford, Orange, Person, 

Randolph, Rockingham, Stokes, Surry, Vance, Wilkes, Yadkin) 

 

Davidson County – Sue Smith, Reporter 

 

 

 

It may be summer, but Davidson County Master Gardeners are still busy.  For fun and education 25 

members attended the All-a-Flutter Butterfly Farm in High Point.  There they learned more about 

butterflies and their needs and were treated to a visit to the butterfly house.  Afterward they went 

shopping at the Colfax Farmers’ Market and AB Seed, followed by lunch.   Another learning 

experience was a trip to the home of one of the members at which time her husband shared 

knowledge about growing and caring for bonsai plants. 

 

 

 

A butterfly visits the milkweed in the Demonstration Garden. 

 

The demonstration garden at the Extension office in Lexington is now a certified Monarch Waystation. Flowers there are beautiful 

even though the season has been hot and dry.  Milkweed is flourishing and waiting on the monarch larvae to hatch. 

 

Public service committee members are busy helping with the Farmers’ Markets in Lexington and Thomasville. Both markets have 

activities happening this month that center on growing and using tomatoes. 

 

EMGVs hosted 10 children ages 5-8 for a three-day 4-H Summer Fun Camp where they taught all about gardens, from soil and worms 

to pollinators and produce. 

 

In August members will meet again for making more plans for the year.  This will include a MG Plant Sale on Saturday October 1st from 

8:00 to 12:00 at the Lexington Farmers’ Market on 129 S. Railroad St. The sale will include plants from the members own gardens as 

well as donations from nearby nurseries.  Come early for best choices!  



 

Master Gardeners teach gardening in 4-H Summer Fun Camp 

 

Forsyth County - Teresa Lowry, Reporter 

 

Flora Ann Bynum Award Presented to  

Forsyth County Master Gardeners 

The award was presented to Forsyth County Extension Master Gardener Volunteers for 

their restoration and ongoing dedication to the Medicinal Garden at Historic Bethabara 

Park, the oldest, well-documented medicinal garden in America.  The award recognizes 

the projects or people who go above and beyond to practice good land conservation, 

landscape preservation and/or tree conservation. 

 

News from Forsyth County Cooperative Extension 

Leslie Peck joined us on June 1 as the new Commercial/Consumer Horticulture Agent.  Leslie received her Master’s in Horticulture from 

Virginia Tech in May and brings to us knowledge in plant ecology research, two volunteer years with Peace Corps Madagascar, and one 

year with FoodCorps North Carolina.  We are delighted to have her on our team and look forward to developing new projects under her 

guidance. 

 

 

NC Pawpaw Festival 

Come join us at Forsyth Cooperative Extension from 10am till 1pm for the 

 9th Annual NC Pawpaw Festival being held Saturday, August 27. Enjoy Pawpaw food 

samplings, orchard tours, “Expert” presentations, cooking demonstrations, and visit the 

various vendors selling plants and trees at the festival. 

 

 

 

             Flora Ann Bynum Award 

2015 Pawpaw Festival 



Arboretum and Gardens at Tanglewood Park   

Our Master Gardeners have outdone themselves with the new additions to the Children’s 

Garden. The changes were completed in July in anticipation of new programs being developed 

for the schools that will be visiting the gardens.  The gardens have added stations and plants 

highlighting the five senses: Sight, Smell, Hearing, Taste, and Touch as well as a “Lil Library” 

with books to read in the gardens or take home and return. What child does not like to read 

about butterflies, bees, birds, and all other types of insects?    

 

 

Fall Plant Sale 

We hope you will join us on Friday and Saturday, September 23 and 24, for the Fall Master Gardener Plant Sale.  This year’s sale in 

being held indoors, so join us rain or shine for a great selection of native plants, pollinators, and flowering shrubs and trees.  We will 

once again be offering gently used garden accessories and tools from the Garden Boutique.  Hope to see you there. 

 

Dixie Classic Fair 

Once again plans are underway for our booth at the Dixie Classic Fair in Winston-Salem, September 29 through October 9th. Master 

Gardeners will be staffing the booth to answer horticulture and gardening questions as well as providing various gardening brochures to 

the many visitors who stop by the booth.  

 

Guilford County – Christina Larson, Reporter 

  
Longtime Guilford County Horticulture Agent Karen Neill was recently promoted to County Extension 
Director, and Hanna Pettus is now the new Horticulture agent, covering both the urban and commercial 
aspects of horticulture. Hanna has a Master’s Degree in Horticulture from Auburn University, and Karen 
says “Hanna’s already making great changes to the Horticulture program by incorporating social media and 
new teaching techniques.” Look for her on Almanac Gardener, and welcome, Hanna! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hanna Pettus – Extension Agent, Agriculture-Horticulture 
 
The 14th Annual Passalong Plant Sale and Festival, held May 6-7 2016 at the Guilford County Center, was our most successful yet, 

grossing $31,000. We featured two special categories of plants – Audubon NC’s Native Plants for Birds, and plants that support the 
Million Pollinator Garden Challenge, so the plant sale itself took on a new level of education for shoppers. EMGVs all donate plants 
they’ve propagated, in addition to donations our procurement committee obtains by going on digs at gardens around the county. We 
offer to help home gardeners dig and divide when plants become overgrown, as well as getting donations from landscapers. This year, 
we also rented a 30 x 96’ greenhouse and grew lots of additional plants – more than we could sell! A nursery with mist irrigation is now 
onsite at the Ag Center, adjacent to our Demonstration Garden, to tend plants both for the sale and for giveaways at our other events. 
We would be delighted to share our methods and logistics for creating a fun and successful sale, and learn from others as well! 
 

Lil’ Library at the Arboretum 



 
Pollinator plants with marketing materials to help educate home gardeners on the importance of helping our pollinators. 
 
Speaking of events, we’ve had some fun ones – “Art in the Garden” on July 28th featured 15 local artists exhibiting and some selling 

their works, which ranged from sculpture to paintings and pottery.  This was part of our education in the garden series, designed both to 
educate and to draw more home gardeners to our beautiful demonstration garden. We’ll share photos in the next newsletter. 
 
The 3rd Annual “Bee Friendly to Bees” Day will be held on Saturday, August 20th in the Demonstration Garden as well. Bring your 

family and join the Master Gardeners’ festival of honey bees and native bees with fun learning activities for all ages. See a working 
hive, make a bee hotel, learn about good bugs, go on a scavenger hunt and take home a plant, talk to beekeepers, have your face 
painted, act like a bee and pollinate, learn how to use insecticides, buy bee-friendly native plants and nature books, learn about worm 
composting, try foods made with honey or that have been bee-pollinated, have a hot dog, and lots more. 
 
Our beautiful Demonstration Garden will be buzzing with all this activity, so while you’re there, take time to smell the Rose Garden and 
to enjoy The Pollinator Garden, the Serenity Garden, the Fern Garden, the Vegetable Garden, and the many other gardens we hope 
will inspire you to plant your own Bee Friendly garden. For more information, call The Cooperative Extension at 336-641-2400 
 

The 15th Annual Guilford County Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association’s Gardening Gala and Seminar is set for 
Thursday, September 22, 2016 from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm at the Cooperative Extension Center, 3309 Burlington Road, Greensboro, 
North Carolina, 27405. This year’s theme is “Let Your Imagination Grow.” Keynote speakers include Peter J. Hatch, celebrated author 
of four books on the gardens of Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello, in Charlottesville, Virginia, where he served as Director of Gardens and 
Grounds for 35 years; Lisa Mason Ziegler, author and owner of The Gardener’s Workshop Farm in Newport News, Virginia; and Master 
of Landscape Architecture, Paul Faulkner “Chip” Callaway, President and CEO of Chip Callaway and Associates, Greensboro, North 
Carolina.  
With this lineup, seats are going fast! Register today here: Gala Registration 

 

Kerr Lake (Vance & Warren Counties) – Eileen Novak, Reporter 

 

Kerr Lake’s Master Gardeners had a busy 3 months.  In May we went to the Pollinator Garden at Chatham Mills, with Debbie Roos 

giving the tour herself.  We lunched with her and filled out the day by going to Niche Gardens, to buy as many plants for the garden as 

we could hide from our spouses. 

https://guilford.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Gala-2016-Brochure-edited-6-29-16.pdf?fwd=no%20


 

June gave us a fascinating look at a suburban community garden:   

Mr. Henry Crews gave us a tour of Crews Farm, a suburban lot 

with high tunnels where produce is grown in between houses on 

the street. 

 

 

 

 

 

  Henry Crews leading the farm tour. 

 

The Farm was started by Rosetta Thorp as an outreach to 

the community, and the produce is available for purchase 

(work hours or money) to the local neighbors. The farm 

provides many valuable lessons for the local children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                   The storage area of the suburban Crews Farm. 

 

July brought Mr. Harold Johnson to talk to us about Bonsai: The horticulture, the art form and the display.  He brought with him many of 

his own creations, and we hope he took home just as many.   

 

The EMGV group is presenting 3-day 4-H camps in both Vance and Warren Counties this month with gardening and pollinators as the 

theme; pictures and a full report will be in the next issue. 

 

ORANGE COUNTY – SUSAN LAMB, REPORTER 

13TH ANNUAL SUNSHINE LAVENDER FARM HARVEST CELEBRATION - JUNE 11 AND 12, 2016 

Several Master Gardeners volunteered at this annual event: Phyllis Simon, Anne Sadler, Sheri Gant, Diana Montgomery, Mary 

Leonhardi, and Catherine Phelps. Visitors asked about rose insect damage, general flower gardening questions, and soil sampling. 

Some also asked about the Fall Certification Program.  



 

At The Sunshine Harvest Celebration, visitors learned how the owners plant, harvest, preserve and process their crop. Lavender 

seedlings were available to purchase along with the correct fertilizer and directions for planting.  One interesting aspect of these 

Mediterranean plants is their love for hot sun and poor soil. The Sunshine Lavender Farm staff recommend placing shells around the 

plants to attract and reflect all available sun and heat. 

 

The staff showed visitors how to make fairy wreaths, wands, and “tussie mussies” (small bouquets) out of lavender harvested at the 

farm. They also sold products made from lavender like soaps and honey. Other vendors sold fresh fruits, vegetables, organic meat, 

food for lunches, and ice cream pops made with lavender.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

The farm opens twice a year to visitors. First, in June, when the lavender is in bloom, 

then again in December for the holidays. Sunshine Lavender Farm, a family owned 

business, is located at 4104 Millstone Road, Hurdle Mills NC 27541. Visit their 

website: sunshinelavenderfarm.com for more information and to sign up for their 

newsletter. 

 

Randolph County – Bob Meloni, Reporter 

 

Extension Herb Garden 

An early spring and an abundance of rain so far this summer has been very good for Randolph County gardeners. Demonstrating how 

to grow an herb garden, teaching how to cook with herbs, making herbal teas, and preserving and storing herbs are the passions of 

our herb garden committee. In late summer they will usually teach an herb class that is free to the public at the Extension offices 

located on Walker Street in Asheboro. Growing, cooking with, making herbal teas, storing & preserving herbs are all covered in the 

workshop. Best of all there are many take-home ideas presented and the workshops ends with a taste-testing party. 

 

The Randolph County Extension Master Gardener EMGV 2016 Annual Plant Sale was held on May 7. This year we voted to use some 

of the proceeds toward a scholarship for a deserving student from Randolph County attending a land grant college and majoring in 

horticulture.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Plant Sale Flyer                                                                          Plant Sale in progress 

 

Stokes County – Katherine Gambill, Reporter 

 

Master Gardeners and Community Outreach 

MGs Jeanne Wright and Darlene Hartwig have been approached by the Stokes Opportunity Center, a vocational training center which 

serves adults with disabilities, for advice on renovating some garden areas on the property. They have not only been actively sharing 

ideas on placement, soil amendments, watering, etc., but also enlisted MG Alice Kiger to present her class on vermicomposting to the 

group.  It was very well received, and the students now have a worm bin to tend, as well as several individually planted growbags of 

vegetables (donated by Plum Granny Farm). 

 

Demonstration/Donation Garden 

Like gardeners everywhere, our Stokes EMGV Association had some spring cleaning to do in our SEEDS (Stokes Educational 

Experimental Dirt Spot) garden.  After cover crops were turned in, and the aisles between beds cleared of "volunteer" vegetation, some 

cool weather crops were planted.  The summer crops are now in their full summer glory, and donations to the local food pantry are 

being made several times each week.  

 

Emphasizing the "demonstration" part, CES Horticulture Agent Randy Fulk gave a short course on various watering systems, then an 

explanation of an installed drip irrigation system, and invited all attendees to get hands-on experience as we installed our first drip 

system in the SEEDS garden. 

 

A big project for the spring, in addition to the irrigation system, was the installation of landscape fabric between and surrounding the 

beds.  This has cut down exponentially on maintenance time.  We’ve had many complements from passersby on the neat appearance 

of the garden. A LOT of work, and well worth it! 

 

Little Free Library 

Warm weather brings more foot traffic to King Recreation Acres, where the SEEDS garden is located.  That means more traffic to our 

Little Free Library to browse, borrow and trade gardening books and magazines.  Thanks, MG Edith Stewart and family! 

 



New Members, New Project 

Seven graduates of the recent MG Training class joined SEMGVA at our May meeting.  They came in with enthusiasm and a project 

underway.  There is a movement to convert the closed Francisco Elementary School into an educational and recreational center for the 

area.  New members have cleared a walking trail and planted flowers and shrubs for beautification.  Unsold plants from our May Plant 

and Garage Sale (which was a big success!) were donated to this effort, and planted the same day! 

 

Seed Swap/Farmer’s Market 

Stokes Master Gardeners, led by Judy Nunn, regularly tend the "Welcome to the King Farmer's Market" booth, and on market opening 

day, added a tent to accommodate the monthly special events we sponsor.  The first was our first seed swap – which turned out to be 

more of a seed giveaway!  Many planting opportunities left the market that day!  Other special events include Community Day, with 

many organizations presenting their contribution to the community; Kids Day, with many educational and fun activities; and Tomato 

Tasting, with the vendors presenting their best tomatoes for judging by the public. 

 

We Look Forward to: 

Our first bulb sale, to begin at the end of August and continue into October.  We will be taking orders at the King Farmer’s Market, and 

at our booth at Stokes Stomp, Festival on the Dan, September 10 and 11.  Delivery will be made in perfect time for fall planting in our 

area! 

 

Enjoy our Facebook page at StokesEMGV, and our new and still-under-construction website, SEMGVA.org! 

 

Events Calendar, North Central District 

 Saturday 8/20, 9am-1pm – “Bee” Friendly to Bees Day – Guilford County Extension, 3309 Burlington Rd in Greensboro 

 Saturday 8/27, 10am-1pm – NC PawPaw Festival, Forsyth County Extension, 1450 Fairchild Rd in Winston-Salem 

 Saturday & Sunday 9/10-11, all day – Stokes Stomp, Festival on the Dan – Moratock Park, Sheppard Mill Rd. in Danbury 

 Thursday 9/22, 8:30am-4pm – 15th Annual Gardening Gala and Seminar, Guilford County Extension, 3309 Burlington Rd. in 

Greensboro. Gala Registration 

 Saturday 10/1 – Fall Plant Sale, Lexington Farmer’s Market, 129 S. Railroad St. in Lexington. Call for hours at 336-242-2080 

 Friday and Saturday 10/23-24 – Fall Plant Sale (indoors), Forsyth County Extension, 1450 Fairchild Rd in Winston-Salem. Call 

for hours 336-703-2850 

  

https://guilford.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Gala-2016-Brochure-edited-6-29-16.pdf?fwd=no%20


 

South Central District 

 

Barb Apelian, District Reporter (Union County)  

(Alexander, Anson, Cabarrus, Catawba,  Cumberland, Gaston, Harnett, Hoke, Iredell, Lee, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, 

Montgomery, Moore, Richmond, Rowan,  Scotland, Stanley, Union) 

 

Cabarrus County - Submitted by Mitchell Hagler 

 

Spring and early summer were busy times for Cabarrus County EMGVs. Paula Shrum, a teacher at Wolfe Meadow Elementary School 

took us on a virtual tour of the school’s garden, a recent recipient of one of our grants. The garden is certified as a Wildlife Habitat and is 

also certified as a Butterfly Highway garden. Unlike so many school gardens, this one maintains a year-round garden.  

 

We visited Weddington Hills Elementary to see the results of what our grant money helped accomplish. We were so impressed with the 

raised beds with plants to attract butterflies, pathways for easy access, water features, classrooms filled with technology for research and 

even a wildlife preserve that serves as a huge outdoor laboratory for students.  

 

In early June we volunteered to help at the home of Bob and Carolyn Tucker whose garden was on tour as a fundraiser for Cooperative 

Christian Ministries. Master Gardeners handed out soil sample boxes, answered general gardening questions, and educated the public 

about the importance of pollinators. 

One of our most interesting speakers was Angel Hjarding from the Butterfly Highway, a statewide conservation initiative that aims to 

restore native pollinator habitats to areas impacted by urbanization, land use change, and agriculture. She treated us with the first 

showing of a documentary about the decline of the Rusty Patched Bumblebee. Currently there are 800 Butterfly Highway designated 

gardens in NC and over 550 acres of meadows that have been restored.  

 

 

 

 

A most enjoyable educational tour was a visit to member Corky Johnson’s 

extensive acreage to learn about trees and shrubs. He distributed a list of 40 

trees and pointed out the distinguishing characteristics of each as we walked 

through the woods.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Another educational trip took us to Laurel Hill to see the Big Leaf Magnolia with its huge leaves 

that are 12 to 36 inches long with ivory-colored flowers that average 8 to 10 inches across 

 

In July we toured the 100 Gardens project at Myers Park High School in Charlotte. Started as a rebuilding strategy for victims of the 

2010 Haiti earthquake, 100 Gardens has evolved into a multifaceted educational program focused on aquaponics as a platform for 

experiential learning and a sustainable means of food production for the future. The new aquaponics system at Myers Park includes four 

450 gallon fish tanks, a vortex filter, degassing system and 224 square feet of floating raft growing channels. The system can produce up 

to 400 lbs. of live fish per year and up to 200 servings of greens per week.  

We also weeded the raised beds at our Discovery Garden at Frank Liske Park in preparation for students attending a day care camp to 

plant their own vegetables and learn about gardening. Each week special guests help teach the students some aspect of gardening. 

 

Of course we also know how to have fun. We enjoyed an evening of good food and fellowship at one of our member’s homes and we also 

attended the annual Cabarrus County Agricultural Celebration at the Farm at Brusharbor, a family owned and operated 300 acre 

working cattle farm. 

 

This year we awarded two $1,000 scholarships to high school seniors planning careers in some form of horticulture or agriculture. We 

also continued to award grants to schools and community organizations. 

 

Although the weather has heated up and we really know it’s summer, we are already making plans for our annual display at the county 

Fair in September. 

 

Gaston County - Submitted by Barbara Linster 

We welcomed April with a ‘Shop ‘til You Drop’ trip to Big Bloomers Flower Farm.  Big 

Bloomers grows most of its plants and has extremely good prices!  Our day was more 
than shopping. We also did some learning during our docent-guided tour of the 
Sandhills Horticultural Garden. See pic 1. Sandhills Horticultural Garden is 27 acres of 
gardens and woodland space that is part of Sandhills Community College and plays a 
big role in their horticultural program.  Additionally, our program this month was on the 
topic of ‘Backyard Composting.’ Extension Agent for Natural Resources Jim Burke not 
only explained the many options for making compost, but also the difference between 
dirt and soil.  In spite of all these wonderful opportunities, our main focus, of course, 
was preparing for our annual plant sale.    
 

For the MGGGC, the month of May is all about our annual plant sale. Proceeds from 

the sale fund our programs for the following year so that members can meet their 
EMGV required education hours without incurring personal expense.  Chair Anne 

Mackey and committee did an outstanding job of organizing the event.  EMGV David Thornburg contributed 400 tomato plants that he 
started from seed.  The raffle table, organized by Wanda Willis, was outstanding. Doors opened at 8:00 with a line at the door, and it 
was a sell-out by 9:30!  A record for sure.  Growing plants and education is what being a EMGV is all about.  At our May meeting 
membership voted to approve the purchase of a greenhouse.  Farm Bureau made a generous donation; our County agreed to pay for 
all required permits and utilities; a committee was formed and the journey has begun.  



 
The month ended on a fun note when a number of our members visited Landsford Canal State 
Park in Fort Mill, SC, to view the Rocky Shoals Spider Lilies.   This area of the Catawba River has 
the world’s largest population of the Rocky Shoals Spider Lilies which bloom May/June.   The 
sight was spectacular. See pic 2.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In June Vicky Bertagnolli, who is often seen on SCETV’s Making It Grow and is a self-

proclaimed ‘bug geek,’ shared information on insect identification, pest management 
and beneficial tips.  During our business meeting we were informed that the Cooperative 

Extension had purchased three table covers for us to use at outreach events. This quarter 

had many outreach opportunities.  The Schiele Museum of Natural History’s Bug Day and Earth 
Day celebrations included a MG table supported by EMGVs Camille Jones, Nan Davis, Judy 
Horton and others. EMGVs Camille Jones and Sarah Froneberger collected 2- liter soda 
bottles, plant material, rocks and other small items for the participants at Creative 
Opportunities to make terrariums.  This activity was very well received and enjoyed! See 
pic 3.   
 
Additionally, EMGVs continued to support the County Hot Line, our Learning Garden, local 
Yard-of-Week and Month programs, planting and maintaining the Heritage Garden, and, of 
course, our local Farmer’s Markets.  
 
Connect with us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/MasterGardenersOfGastonCounty. 

 

 
Connect with us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/MasterGardenersOfGastonCounty 

 
                   

Iredell County - Submitted by Barbara Boyle 

 

Our Garden Fair 2016 held April 23rd was a great success.   

The weather cooperated this year (unlike last year which was cold, windy and 

rainy), and we had a good crowd.  Almost 900 people came to the fair to buy 

plants and garden items from our vendors, take part in demo garden activities, 

try their luck at our raffle, listen to our speakers and have a yummy lunch.  The 

EMGVs sold perennials, shrubs, annuals, vegetables  and tropical plants from 

their gardens/greenhouses.  The EMGVs also went through their garden sheds 

and donated unused pots, gadgets, decorative items, books, etc. to be sold in 

our “Flea Market” section.  It was a great way to recycle and reuse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/MasterGardenersOfGastonCounty


Dr. Jeff Gilman.  We are already looking forward to Dr. Jeff Gilman from the UNCC Botanical Gardens coming back next year to 

speak to our group.  His presentation on The Truth About Garden Remedies was funny and thought provoking.  Some of the things we 

do in the garden, botanically speaking, are not good practices.  Have you ever put stones in the bottom of a pot to aid drainage?  If so, 

STOP!  He debunked many other myths and discussed the benefits of box cutting shrubs and trees when planting.  

 

 

Demo Garden.  Under the leadership of EMGV Joe Kopp, the demo garden is humming.  We had a nice early harvest of bok choy, 

beets, kale, spinach and lettuce.  EMGVs Harriet Anderson and Lynn Lawton take any veggies the volunteers don’t take home with 

them to the Statesville Christian Mission.  There is, however, a wascally wabbit in wesidence in our fenced-in garden so we are grateful 

that he leaves some pickins for us.  Summer crops include okra, tomatoes, meatball eggplant, several varieties of HOT peppers and 

potatoes, melons and something new for us: peanuts.  This summer we are staffing the demo garden on the first Saturday of the month 

so the public can bring their gardening questions to us and see what we are growing.  

 

 

Butterfly Program.  Our June program on butterflies was presented by Christine Lisiewski from Dearness Gardens in Huntersville.  

We were amazed at the number of different butterflies she has spotted in her home garden.  She had wonderful photographs of zebra 

swallowtails, hummingbird moths, and of course, male and female monarchs.  Christine discussed the importance of having both host 



and nectar plants in the garden.  She brought us great handouts, seeds, plants and inspiration.  Everything we need to make our 

gardens butterfly/bird/pollinator friendly.   

 

New Agent.  Our new agent has arrived!  We welcomed Agent Matthew Lenhardt at our July picnic held at Daveste Vineyards in 

Troutman.  As usual, there was a wonderful variety of dishes to enjoy, many made from the bounty from our gardens.  Matt and the 

Board are in the process of meeting and discussing our way forward.  

 

Lee County- Submitted by Anna Culler 

 

STEM 4H Summer Camp:  As EMGVs, we are committed to increasing youth awareness and understanding of the value of 

horticulture. We believe in developing their sense of responsibility to a healthy environment. This takes educating young people about 

the interrelationship of plants, animals, and people. They need to know how their actions and decisions can impact life on this planet.  

 

With the above in mind, on July 18th-21st, the Lee County EMGVs provided a summer camp for the Lee County 4-H Club. Horticulture 

Science Week was a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) project. Students ages eight through twelve participated in 

horticulture and environmental science education through fun and creative activities. Students learned to become good investigators, 

good gardeners, and good citizens of our environment through discussion and hands-on activities. Daily topics investigated included 

beneficial insects and pollinators, biodiversity via plant identification, soil and composting, and benefits to becoming a “locavore.” Both 

the Lee County Extension Center and San-Lee Park locations provided opportunities for real world experiences.  We believe this 

program was successful in strengthening the impact and effectiveness of agricultural science education and facilitated the training of 

future gardeners. 

 

Mecklenburg County – Submitted by Dale Johnston 

Internal Education organized Potlucks at several of our members’ homes. We had field trips to UNCC Van Lindingham Glen, the 

Perfect Rose and Rocky Shoals Lily Walk. At the June General Meeting, a Plant Swap among members was held. Mentors were 

encouraged at each meeting to reach out to their Trainees and encourage them along. 

 

YOUTH EDUCATION Update 

“Listen, Look and Learn” Program: Mecklenburg EMGVs completed the nature- and garden-based enrichment “Listen, Look and 

Learn” (LLL) 2015-2016 pilot program for 4 year olds at the First Ward Child Development Center. The Team integrated the CMS 

curriculum unit themes with a relevant gardening- or nature-based concept. This program had excellent community outreach in an 

underserved population with six EMGVs reaching 149 educational contacts this spring.  

 

JMG Learn, Grow, Eat, and Go Program  for 3rd -6th graders in the Mecklenburg Parks & Recreation Police Activities League (PAL) 

During its 10-week duration, this rewarding after school Program at the at Bette Rae Recreational Center was a. collaboration between 

Mecklenburg EMGVs and our 4H agent Racquel McNeil and 4H associate Catherine Daniels 

 

http://jmgkids.us/lgeg


.  

 

The Buzz about Pollinators: Selwyn Elementary School 2nd graders, teachers, and chaperones visited our EMG Freedom Park 

Demonstration Garden for a pollinator lesson. Each young “citizen scientist” was given an age-appropriate pollinator garden survey 

(developed by our EMGVs) to work on as they toured garden in small groups with an EMGV.  

 

ADULT EDUCATION Update 

The “Sustainable Living Series” collaboration between the Family Consumer Science/Local Foods Agent Kristin Davis and 

Horticulture agent, Steven Capobianco, and EMGVs continues to be a success. Recent classes included Hydroponic Gardens for Small 

Spaces and Going Native: Landscaping with Native Plants. For a full list and program description visit the Sustainable Living Series 

website. Our Speakers Bureau continues to be busy presenting programs such as Earth-Friendly Lawns, Small Gardens for Small 

Spaces, and Pest and Disease Management in Vegetable Gardens. Requests for speakers, programs, and event participation come to 

us through our online Mecklenburg EMGV Speaker/Program Request Form. Our adult outreach through these programs was over 160 

educational contacts from late April through late July. 

 

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 

Our Grow Guide team is working on a new Pollinator Grow Guide and an updated vegetable gardening Grow Guide. Our first new Grow 

Guide of 2016, Gardening Basics: A Recipe for Success, is now available on our MEMGV website with expanded content from the print 

version 

 

 

Internal Communication 

Our primary internal communications vehicle is an e-blast newsletter 

called Share the Buzz which is sent to our membership twice a 

month.  This quarter we created a new banner to refresh the look.   

 

 

 

External Communications 

Our monthly gardening tasks is one of the most visited areas of our website, so we’ve been updating it month by month, adding 

information gleaned from our senior master gardeners http://www.mastergardenersmecklenburg.org/ . It is valuable to our communities 

https://mecklenburg.ces.ncsu.edu/?page_id=207316
http://www.mastergardenersmecklenburg.org/speaker-request-invite-us.html
http://www.mastergardenersmecklenburg.org/gardening-basics.html
http://www.mastergardenersmecklenburg.org/
http://www.mastergardenersmecklenburg.org/


and also internally for our maintenance activities at our two demonstration gardens. Facebook 

(www.facebook.com/mecklenburgmastergardeners) continues to be a great way to share information and inspire our membership and 

community.   We are fortunate to have talent, expertise and energy devoted to social media. Photography:  This quarter, we have been 

exploring options for a new photo repository, and we have chosen a product called SmugMug.   We are excited to begin loading our 

existing photos and gathering more from our membership.    

 

Second Quarter Community Events 

The Mecklenburg Extension Master Gardeners had a busy spring with 24 Community Outreach Events – Ask an EMG - that were 

attended by 950 people. As an new entry into our Ask an EMG program, we partnered with UNC – Charlotte Botanical Department to 

offer 6 pilot sessions of “Come for a Talk, Stay for a Walk” held at the McMillan Greenhouse on UNC – Charlotte’s campus with a tour of 

the Botanical Gardens following the talk.  The topics ranged from Gardening Success Begins with Good Soil, Time to Grow Terrific 

Tomatoes, More Bloom for Your Perennials, Right Plant, Right Place, Bring Back the Bees with Best Native Perennials to Attract 

Pollinators and Got Gardening Problems, Get Answers: Safe Solutions to Common Issues in Summer Gardens.  Jeff Gillman, Director 

of UNCC Botanical Gardens, was very pleased with the response to our talks.  We hope to offer this program as part of our Ask an 

EMG in the future. Once again our Ask an EMG at the Charlotte Regional Farmers Market and the Davidson Farmers Market were a 

huge success.  

 

 

 

EMGVs at Matthews Farmer’s Market 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moore County – Submitted by L.Amy Rozycki 

 

Moore County EMGVs are proud to provide the funds to fly Dr. Tallamy to our area and to help host his presentation, Restoring 
Nature’s Relationships At Home. Dr. Tallamy is an expert in native plants and their unique relationships with the environment and is 
the author of Bringing Nature Home. He will be available for book signing at the event. Please plan to be there!  
 

http://www.facebook.com/mecklenburgmastergardeners


 
 

 
 
 
 

Moore County EMGVs Help Renovate Pinehurst Trace Community Garden 
More than a dozen Moore County EMGVs have helped to revive a long-
neglected community garden and have given new life to all of Pinehurst 
Trace community’s residents. Chaired by newly-certified EMGV, Nancy 
Manar, this hard-working crew has worked side by side with the Tracers 
Gardeners, who reside in this vibrant, HUD designated, “over 55” 
neighborhood. Nancy and others had noticed many residents going 
without any fresh fruits and vegetables because they are home-bound 
and/or dependent on others for they shopping and meals. Revitalizing 
and expanding the Community Garden is a great step toward providing 
nutrient rich fresh food for all those living in this caring subdivision.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Moore County Public Buildings Benefits From EMGV Help 
Our EMGVs continue to 
work closely with our 
county government 
officials in order to 
ensure the landscaping 
and gardens at many of 
our public buildings are 
planted and maintained 
using research-based 
methods. Our amazing 
team, now led by Phyllis 
Schuck and Paula 
Parke, works closely 
with Moore County and 
help them by making 
sure the areas are 
installed and maintained 
conscientiously. Their 
work is making Moore 
County an even better 
place to work, visit, and 
live. 
     Moore County 
approached us in 2015 
for help with a large 
scale landscaping 
project at the Currie 
Administration Building 
in Carthage. Six MGV's 
undertook this project; 
Sharon Brower, Mae 

Durant, Liz McKenzie, Katherine Schirmer, Phyllis Schuck and Susan Strine. The drought tolerant plant selections were installed in the 
fall of 2015. A pollinator perennial garden was installed in the spring of 2016. 
     In 2016, Moore County once again enlisted our EMGVs but this time for a much needed landscaping facelift at the Courthouse 
Facilities Building in Carthage. MGVs Sharon Brower, Mae Durant, Liz McKenzie, Paula Parke, Katherine Schirmer and Phyllis Schuck 
broke this large project into two phases. Phase one, which was completed in May 2016,  consisted of the concrete planters and brick 
patio areas at the public entrances. Phase two involves the beds at the rear entrances and parking lot and will be completed in 
September 2016. 
 

 
 

Union County – Submitted by Barb Apelian 

Teaching Garden Update 

Our Pollinator garden benefited from a grant from the Monarch Watch for milkweed plants, thanks to former President Annie 

Howell. (www.monarchwatch.org) All of our birdhouses were occupied this season, attracted by the wide varieties of plants, worms and 

bugs available in the gardens to sustain them. It was pretty noisy on garden workdays, with bird chatter competing with MG chatter! 

 

Our beloved Fairy Garden was all but demolished in a recent storm.  The tree serving as the central focus was split with branches 

crashing down on the statues destroying most of the garden art.   the children’s  “Stump Garden”  and reading areas were spared!  The 

tree was trimmed to a “decorative stump” and will remain the central focus. 

 

http://www.monarchwatch.org/


 

  

Additionally, several large branches came down in the Woodland Garden and at the entrance to the Heritage Trail.  ‘Thank you’ to the 

EMG’s who came out for the clean up.  Planning is already underway for the revitalization.   

  

  



  

Heritage Trail GPS Map 

Work continues on the Heritage Trail, 

which is accessed through the Teaching 

Gardens. Eventually it will be joined 

with other local trails and become part of 

the Carolina Thread Trail, a project 

joining local greenways and trails 

throughout the Carolinas.  UCEMG’s are 

partnering with the Eagle Scouts on this 

project.  Using “Go Fund Me” Eagle 

Scouts have raised funds for native plant 

material to be incorporated along the 

pathways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



4H CAMP 

 
As has been the tradition, EMG’s were responsible for a week of the 4H Program’s Summer Day Camp commanded by MG Sonia 

McElveen.  This year’s theme was Nature Wonderland.  Eleven campers were treated to excursions to Cane Creek Park, for paddle 

boating and hiking and UNCC’s Botanical Garden, where they toured the greenhouse and gardens. Other activities on site at the Ag 

Center, introduced campers to bugs, plants, birds and foods from the garden… home grown jams, jellies, pickles and salsa made from 

family recipes and donated by EMG’s.  Oh to be a kid again! 

 

Mentor Program/Guidebook 

For several years we’ve had quite a few folks taking the class then disappearing.  While we realize that life happens and things change we 

want to figure out how to keep them interested.  We felt it’s time for a new approach and decided to develop a Mentoring program.  

Much planning has been done and 18 members have stepped up, with the first phase to create a “guidebook”, patterned after one that 

worked well for our new agent, Debbie Dillion when she was an Agent in Virginia. 

 

The guide will offer information about the program as well as a list of contacts and focus on the 5 committees formed under of Board of 

Directors, Administrative, Educational, Fundraising, Outreach, and Teaching Garden, who manage many of the EMG programs.  At 

times, EMG’s man phones at the Ag Center offices.  EMG’s are compiling all of this with the help of our Hort. Agent.  This is a work in 

progress and will be used with a “one on one” mentor training program being developed.   



 

 

 

  

Follow us: 

 FACEBOOK:   www.facebook.com/UnionCountyNCMasterGardeners

            WEB:   www.mastergardenersunioncountync.org 

PINTEREST:     www.pinterest.com/ucmgva 

    TWITTER:     @UnionCtyMstGard 

 

https://www.facebook.com/UnionCountyNCMasterGardeners
http://www.mastergardenersunioncountync.org/
http://www.pinterest.com/ucmgva/


West District 

 

Betty Lockwood, (Henderson County)   
(Avery, Buncombe, Burke, Caldwell, Cherokee,  Clay, Cleveland,  Eastern Band, Cherokee Indians, 
Graham, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Macon,  Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, Polk, Rutherford, 
Swain, Transylvania, Watauga, Yancey) 

 

West District submitted by Elizabeth Lockwood 
Buncombe County submitted by Barbara Hayes and Debbie Green 
 

Collaborative Continuing Education: On June 10, 25 EMGVs from three WNC counties attended an exclusive open house at the 

Botanical Treasures wholesale nursery in Fletcher, NC. Robert Stine, the owner and operator, provided walking tours of the greenhouse 

and field areas and helped educate us about nursery production and operations, and an overview of his plant inventory. In the photo, 

Robert is explaining the difference between a Dennstaedtia punctilobula, the hay-scented fern, and a Thelypteris noveboracensis, the 

New York fern. Thanks to Agents, Alison Arnold, Buncombe County; Kerrie Roach, Henderson County; and Sarah Scott, Haywood 

County, for arranging such a great learning experience. 

 

Photo credits:  Barbara Hayes 

 

Annual Plant Sale: Our Spring Fling Plant Sale on May 14 was a huge success. After weeks of planning and coordinating, digging and 

tending, over 1600 great plants donated by BCEMGVs were offered for sale. Within a few short hours, we had netted almost $6000, 

plus an additional $2000 for The Asheville-Blue Ridge Rose Society, our partner for the event. In addition to selling plants and raffling 



off a Garden Tool Organizer, we relayed a lot of gardening advice and plant information to over 200 customers. This is the major 

fundraising event for the BCEMGV organization in 2016. 

 

Photo credits: James Wade 

New Demo Gardens:  We have big plans for demonstration gardens at our new office location and with the addition of raised beds and 

innovative trellises, planting—and even some harvesting--has begun! 

 

Photo credits:  EMGV Myra Fuller – photo by Nina Fox-Halliday 

 



 

Burke County Reported by Ed Morse 

 

The April meeting of the Burke County Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association centered on updates of Association projects 

and upcoming events. It was announced that the Head Start raised beds were complete and ready for planting.  Habitat for Humanity 

raised beds being built by the Association were well underway and the gardens at the Joara historic site in Morganton were ready for 

planting in preparation for school and community programs. It was noted that the Association’s scholarship recipient at Western 

Piedmont Community College would graduate in May.  The April program was a presentation on home landscape design presented by 

Debbie Mitchell, Landscape Gardening program Director at Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute. The May meeting 

began with the good news that the annual May plant sale had raised approximately $4800 for the Association. Various project reports 

were given including the planting of 100 flowers on the grounds at the Burke Extension Office. The membership approved a new project 

where the Association will conduct a hands-on building of raised beds with Habitat for Humanity families. The completed beds will be 

delivered to the family homes with soil and prepared for a Fall garden planting. The May program was a demonstration of shrub pruning 

by Fred Falls a certified aborist. The June meeting was held at the Catawba Meadows Park in Morganton, the location of the Joara 

Foundation historic demonstration site where the Association maintains demonstration raised bed gardens. Project updates were given 

and it was noted that the community gardens at Extension that are maintained by the Association will need to be replaced over the next 

few years. A committee will develop a plan and budget for the replacements. An announcement was made that the Association would 

hold a social at the Silver Creek Winery on September 22. The June program was held at the Joara gardens and included a historic 

presentation on the Joara site by Melissa Timo, Joara Staff Archeologist, and presentations by Association members on each of the 

gardens at the site.  

 

Photos:#1 Raised bed seminar for Habitat families 



 

#2 Youth working on completion of Habitat raised beds. 

 

Henderson County Report by Betty Lockwood 

Everyone who complains about the cold come January would do well to remember the heatwave we are experiencing as I write this! 

Together with the drought that is affecting our western counties plants and people alike are struggling. Gardeners are up early to 

complete their chores before the heat of the day – think watering and weeding. Watering goes without saying and it seems that weeds 

are always with us.  

 

This year the Henderson County Master Gardeners have funded several projects. Some have been completed, others are ongoing.  

 

This year our annual $500 scholarship to a horticulture student at Blue Ridge Community College was awarded to Jessica Young. 

Following her studies at BRCC, Jessica plans to continue on to become a horticulture teacher.  

 

We were proud to help fund Bullington Gardens’ Nature Explorers Camp. This camp was held in July for special needs teens. The 

campers made nature-themed crafts, and enjoyed many outdoor activities. To see the smiles on the faces of these special young 

people is truly a joy. 

 

Renewal of the Community Garden was completed earlier in the summer, and the gardeners are now harvesting green beans, 

tomatoes, squash, carrots and other vegetables. It will soon be time to start planting again for fall crops. 

 

Work on a water feature at the Flat Rock Playhouse and completion of the pollinator garden at Bullington is on hold until the cooler 

temperatures of fall.  

 



This year’s annual Herbal High Tea at Bullington Gardens featured EMGV Jane Grossman, who gave an interesting and entertaining 

talk on edible flowers. Jane’s talk was followed by a delicious spread of floral food! Hibiscus tea, day lily appetizers, nasturtium quiche, 

lavender ice cream and several other unusual delicacies delighted those in attendance. 

 

Edible Flowers 

 

Volunteers enjoying the Herbal High Tea. 



 

Polk County Submitted by Jackie Weedon 

 

The Foothills Association of Master Gardeners, serving Polk County and northern Spartanburg County, SC, held their spring potluck in 

May. Member Ann Mazzulo hosted the event.  

 

In June, members piled in the 4-H van for a field trip to the Arboretum at Tanglewood Park in Clemmons, NC. Our Polk County 

Extension Director, Scott Welborn was the Arboretum director before he came to us. He not only gave us an insider’s insight into the 

development of the facility, but he also drove the van. Thanks, Scott! 

 

  



 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

There is, I am sure, a time in everyone’s life that they regret sincerely doing something rash, and it is almost sure to follow 

(except, perhaps, in Texas – where the last words on most Black Box accident recorders are:  “Hey, Bubba, Watch 

THIS!!!) that those regrets dissipate and turn into pride of accomplishment.  I’m at that point right now.  I initially told our 

dear president, Edna Gaston, that I was sure that I could do a newsletter and would if it would help her and the Master 

Gardener program. 

Then I discovered how much Microsoft Office has changed in the 6 years since I retired.  Oh, MY!   

It hasn’t taken me all of 3 weeks to put this newsletter together – I must confess – My 2 grandsons came to visit and I 

didn’t look at much for the first 2 weeks.  I have spent the last week regretting that but to no avail.  Here is my finished 

product and I hope you take into account more the accomplishments of your fellow Master Gardeners than my slightly 

inept handling of their stories.  I do promise you all that I will explore the software, study the fonts, and devote myself to 

improving the looks of this missive in future months. In the meantime, enjoy the autumn, put your gardens to bed for the 

winter and peruse all those lovely catalogs that are beginning to fill our mailboxes. 

Respectyfully,  

Eileen Novak,  

Vance/Warren Counties, Kerr Lake Master Gardeners  


