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Presidents Message 

Hello Everybody, 

Hope all had a great holiday and survived the recent winter weather. While winter was late in 

arriving, it came in with a vengeance. I received 5.75” snow with a coating of sleet. While writing 

this, some is still on the ground.  As the saying goes, if you don’t like the weather just wait 15 

minutes and it will change. The forecast is for temperatures to slowly rise to the 60’s then fall to 

the 40’s again. So now is the perfect time to browse “dream books” also known as seed cata-

logs. Spring will be here eventually! 

 

But your organization has not been slowed down by the weather!  As you may know there will 

not be a conference this year - we will be having a statewide meeting every other year. In 2017 

we will introduce EMG College. Details are evolving but more information is in another article in 

the newsletter. 

At our winter Board of Directors meeting, we regrettably decided to discontinue mailing the 

newsletter. Our bylaws state one of the membership benefits is a newsletter, which will continue 

to be on the website. The vast majority of our members do not receive a mailed newsletter so I 

certainly hope this will not inconvenience others. Details about the reason for the change is in 

another article. 

 

Several months ago I had the pleasure of hearing the retired Notre Dame philosophy professor, 

Tom Morris. His topic was the 7 C’s of Success and he really inspired me. So I shall share some 

of his thoughts as what he says applies to business, individuals and organizations. The first C is 

Conception which he defines as “a clear Conception of what we want, a vivid vision, a goal clear-

ly imagined.” In whatever we do we need goals, which entails planning and, to me, dreaming. 

Some people may think goals are restricting, but how do we know where we are going if we don’t 

have a destination.   

Developing a destination is what your organization is trying to do.  We want to be the best advo-

cate for EMGVs in North Carolina. We want to provide what we can to help you. We want to be 

your “go to” resource. But we need your input and assistance. If members don’t communicate 

with us, we are in the dark. So please let your needs, thoughts, suggestions be known. Talk to 

your delegate; send me an email! I am very honored to be visiting three local groups in the com-

ing weeks. I am excited to meet members face-to-face and get feedback. We are here and we 

are here for you! 

Happy Gardening! Hang on to the hope for spring while setting goals. 

Edna 
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A Fellow EMGV from Johnston County wants you to know... 
 

 
For those of us in the Johnston County NCEMGVA who grow food, Roy 

Lewis is the Master Gardener Program. It is his vision coupled with our man 

power that has conceived, built and works the Clayton Community Garden.

(CCG) – A place of learning, fellowship and community extension. With the same open heart with which Roy embraces nature’s 

patterns as gifts, all are welcome, all have a niche in supporting the natural process that results in the production of fresh produce 

(hundreds of pounds donated to local food pantries.) You  may ask, how does this one man impact so many? The love of garden-

ing seeps through his very pores.  Roy radiates the peace that he finds as he anchors himself in the soil and supports the greenery 

it puts forth. He is always watching, thinking, planning.  Roy is very knowledgeable and very well known in the county. He does not 

work alone, he works with County Extension and the Parks and Recreation.  Roy has vision, he goes after grants, he offers the 

garden to those doing service projects or community service and (my favorite) his county connections enable him  to acquire soil, 

tools, plants, building materials . Roy keeps fellow gardeners coming back to do the hard work of re-shaping the land through his 

kindness and camaraderie. Roy is easily enviable; under his impetus, the CCG now has dozens of raised and amended beds, a 

container garden, handicapped accessible beds, a small greenhouse and a large cold frame. The beginnings of a fruit orchard are 

going in this winter. 

 

To learn each of us must do more than be told, we are encouraged to figure it through ourselves and that’s a big gift!  How? Roy 

asks us about our observations, he draws us out with questions, he gives us a moment to ‘let the light go off.”  He’s a problem 

solver, patience and diligent, Roy models consistency.  Roy never misses a garden show, broadcast or article.  Roy is a leader,  

an equal and fellow gardener. The garden is a place of wonder, come  and visit our garden.  Visit us any Wednesday afternoon. 
Some of us who work the CCG have vegetable gardens of our own and we take the lessons learned in the CCG, morph, align and 

apply them in our own gardens. Roy loves that we are thinkers in our own right.   When he notices a specific interest or skill from 

an individual in the group, he acknowledges and honors our expertise by inviting us to teach a class on the subject (researched 

through NCSU web site, of course.)  For those who have not had my opportunity to work with Roy in the garden these past 3 
years, this is Roy Lewis in the garden.  These are his ‘lessons from a master gardener’ and traits of a life well led. 

 

There will be no statewide conference this year. HOWEVER, exciting plans are under way for 2017! Make plans now to attend  
the first North Carolina Extension Master Gardener College. It probably will be held in late May or early June on the NC State  
University campus. Details are just now evolving but some of the advantages include staying in affordable NCSU dorms,  
lectures and tours around campus plus Bryce Lane has already agreed to participate. There will ample space for vendors,  
book sales and the ever-popular raffle baskets. Continue to check the NCEMGVA website as details will be posted as they are 
finalized. 
 

What Are Some of the Benefits of Attending MGC? 
First and foremost, MGC is full of opportunities to learn about the latest horticultural research and applications. The hidden bene-
fits are some of the greatest. Here you will get to meet other Master Gardeners from around the state. You can compare programs 
and share knowledge. Spend some time sharing your methods and providing recommendations to other unit Master Gardeners. 
When you head back home, share some of your experience with others as this is how you can look beyond your locality and im-
prove your program. 
 

Meet Betty Lockwood 
  
Betty first became a Master Gardener in 1997 through the University of Illinois Cooperative Extension Ser-
vice.  Betty volunteered for several years with the Plant Information Service at Chicago Botanic Garden. 
Then following her  retirement in 2002, she and her  husband  moved to the mountains of Western North 
Carolina.  One of Betty’s  first phone calls was to the Henderson County Extension Office, to enquire about 
the requirements for becoming a North Carolina Master Gardener.  Her volunteer hours have mostly been 
spent at Bullington Gardens (“A garden with heart” devoted to horticultural education and therapy) and the 
Bountiful Harvest Community Garden.  Betty also served on various committees, including the organizing 
committee for the 2012 NCEMGVCA State Conference.  Betty has been District Reporter for our State  
NCEMGVA Newsletter.  Betty  continues  to serve on the organizing committee for the annual Western North Carolina Gardening 
Symposium and the Bullington Leadership Team. 
 
When Betty is at home, she does  battle with over half an acre of steep mountainside with specialties of erosion control and critter-
proof planting! While Betties favorite plants are most certainly roses and lavender, she has developed a soft spot for daffodils and 
day lilies, which seem to be immune to the ravages of climate, disease, bugs, deer and voles. 

 

https://www.ncemgva.org
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North Carolina Extension Master Gardener Program Update 
Submitted-by Lisa Sanderson 
 
As I write this, on February 1, the weather is gorgeous and the temperature is a balmy 72 degrees.  And while it likely portend of 
global warming, I am enjoying this pleasant day with my window open.  I hope that all of you are basking in this brief break from 
winter!  It also makes me think of what to plant for a garden spot in the not too distant future.  However, when the chill returns, you 
may consider a valuable training with a certificate at the end. 
 
Social media outlets provide another way to extend educational outreach to the community.  The Extension Master Gardener So-

cial Media Task Force has been working tirelessly to create the Social Media Training Website.  The Task Force created this train-

ing for EMGVs, EMG Program Coordinators/Social Media Managers, and 

EMG Extension Specialists and Agents.  The EMGVs can take the training 

and quizzes to receive a Social Media certificate.  Visit the training site and 

then if you are interested in pursuing the EMGV Social Media certificate talk 

with your Extension agent.   You will be able to access the training site at 

this link.   

https://sites.google.com/a/extension.org/social-media-resources/welcome 

Also, in the future, a Social Media Policy appendix will be added to the 

EMGV Guidelines.  It has been completed and is under review.  You can 
reach the EMGV Guidelines at go.ncsu.edu/EMGV-Guidelines. 
 
Don’t have your EMG License Plate yet?  Visit NCSUgarden.com Statewide 
Site and Fund Development page with links to the DMV form.  I recommend 
that you print the form and take it with you to the DMV when you go to get 
your plate!  Show your support for the NC Extension Master Gardener Pro-
gram and NC EMGV Endowment.  For every plate renewal, $10 helps the 
endowment grow. 
 
The Endowment funds the NC EMGV Search for Excellence awards.  The updated Search for Excellence forms for 2016 are on 
NCSUgarden.com.   Share the exceptional programs that you are doing in your county!  Applications will be due on 
July 1, 2016.   We had 12 applications in 2015 with a winner in each Extension district.  I look for-
ward to another record being set again this year and see all of your inspiring programs! 
 
Do you want information from the EMGV State Program emailed right to you?  It’s time to get on the 
EMGV Listserv!  Visit NCSUgarden.com Statewide site, Business Admin and look at related pages 
for Listservs.  The very first choice is the ncemgv list – choose subscribe and follow the instructions 
including accepting when you receive your email.  If you have questions, let me know at Li-
sa_Sanderson@ncsu.edu. 

So here’s what you need to do:  visit the Extension Master Gardener Social Media Training Site, watch for Social Media Policy in 
the EMGV Guidelines, find the Search for Excellence Award forms and decide which project the EMGVs in your county will submit, 
get the NCEMGV listserv and stop by the DMV to get your EMG license plate 
 

NCEMGVA Newsletter Distribution Change 

It was pointed out at our January NCEMGVA Board meeting that the photos in the printed copies of our newsletter are not always 

clear.  This problem is caused by our accepting pictures  from multiple sources (various kinds of cameras and cell phones), some 

of which are compatible with printing software, some are not.  We see no way to change this and still accept all available pho-

tos.  We presently have over 600 members in our Association: 85 are receiving printed mailed copies of the newsletter and we are 

aware many of those recipients also have access to email. It costs us 71 cents for postage to mail each of the four quarterly news-

letters plus printing costs of $1.60 per newsletter.  In other words, sending 4 printed issues costs $9.24/member.  We give $1 of 

each $10 yearly membership fee to the Endowment, leaving NCEMGVA with -24 cents. It was decided that the best way to reduce 

costs and improve our quality is to work from electronic and photo prints. Those who also receive email copies hopefully could read 

on the screen or print it directly if they have a printer.  Those not having access to email could get a printed copy from a  colleague 

or perhaps from their County Office.  We are sorry about the inconvenience caused by this change and appreciate your under-

standing. 

 

 

when you want to view any member area of the NCEMGVA website, you will need to first log into the site. 

You will not be able to read the newsletter, until you first enter your user name and password.  If you should forget your user name 

or password, visit the help area in the menu. 

https://sites.google.com/a/extension.org/social-media-resources/welcome
mailto:Lisa_Sanderson@ncsu.edu
mailto:Lisa_Sanderson@ncsu.edu
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 North Central District 
Christina Larson District Reporter   
Alamance, Alleghany, Ashe, Caswell, Chatham, Davidson, Davie, Durham, Forsyth, Granville, Guilford, 

Orange, Person, Randolph, Rockingham, Stokes, Surry, Vance, Wilkes, Yadkin. 

Davidson County–Submitted by Sue Smith 

The Gardeners’ Conference committee has been busy since October planning the Fifth Annual Gardeners’ Conference that is 

held in February each time. This is a part of bringing more gardening knowledge and enjoyment to the general public as well as to 

Master Gardeners. Now that it is drawing near, they are hoping for no snow! 

The Garden Tour council has chosen gardens in the Lexington area again for the 12th Annual 

Garden Tour. The tour will take place on June 4 and June 5 and will include five private gardens 

in the Country Club area.  In addition, there will be a special feature focusing on patio homes with 
small space gardens. Tickets can be purchased at “The Backyard Retreat “ at 106 S. Main Street, 
Lexington, or at any of the homes being featured  on the day of the tour.  Cost is $10.00 and can 

be used either or both days Additional information can be found on the Davidson County Exten-
sion Master Gardeners Facebook page or by calling 336-210-5365 or 336-250-3014. 

Durham County-Submitted by Kathryn Hamilton 
 
Durham Welcomes New Horticultural Agent 
In November, Durham County welcomed its new horticultural agent, Cheralyn Schmidt. Cheralyn 
spent more than seven years with the University of Arizona Pima County Cooperative Extension. 
She served as program coordinator for the Garden Kitchen, managed the Garden Kitchen master 
gardener team, and worked with area farmers in the US/Mexico border region to promote growing 
fresh and local foods. She holds a BA in nutritional science and a Masters of Public Health, both 
from the University of Arizona. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

One of the “Backyard Retreats” 

Cheralyn readily admits to a passion for food. In 
the three months she has been in Durham, a ma-
jor focus of her work has been developing plans 
that will enable the 45-acre Briggs Avenue parcel 
to more actively engage in community-supported 
agriculture. To that end, within the first few weeks 
of arriving, she procured a surplus, commercial-
grade refrigerator that will be used to store pro-
duce harvested from the Briggs Avenue Commu-
nity Garden and targeted for the Durham Tech-
nical Community College’s food bank. Having 
been gifted with a range of equipment and sup-
plies from a local non-profit, Cheralyn is also part-
nering with Durham County Beekeepers Associa-
tion and Keep Durham Beautiful to establish a 
small demonstration apiary which she hopes will 
eventually generate revenue through the sale of 
queens and nucleus colonies. And she is in the 
process of acquiring a farm number for the Briggs 
Avenue property. This number classifies the prop-
erty as agricultural use which allows our organiza-
tion to apply for funding from USDA and other 
agricultural programs. 
 
In January, through the efforts of Elsa Liner, 
Briggs Garden also received a $1000 grant from 
the Sunshine Rotary of Chapel Hill which will 
beused to extend electricity around the garden 
(and run the refrigerator).  

Cheralyn Schmidt, Durham’s new Horti-

culture Agent  

Acting Like Gardeners!  
Durham Master Gardeners are 
very proud to have been re-
invited to participate in the plant 
sale at the Sarah P. Duke Gar-
dens for the third year in a row. 
Many EMGVs are chasing away 
winter doldrums by planting veg-
etable and flower seeds for the 
plants which have sold best in 
recent years.  A portion of the 
proceeds are returned to the 
extension office. 
This year a vegetable patch is 
being added to the demonstra-
tion garden surrounding the 
building which houses the exten-
sion office.  Funds for the project 
were donated by the EMGV 
training class of 2015. 
Finally, in a gardener’s true spirit 
of generosity, as part of their 
holiday celebration, Durham 
EMGVs donated more than 150 
pounds of food to two food 
banks. 

Effective January 1, 2016 Graham, Halifax and Macon Counties will be added to the 

quarantine area for the imported  fire ant.  That will make a total of 74 of the 100 counties in 

NC under quarantine. 

DID YOU KNOW 

mailto:clarson99@att.net?subject=email
mailto:clarson99@att.net?subject=email
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Continued,  North Central District 

Forsyth County-Submitted by Teresa Lowry  

Slow Food Piedmont’s Seed Swap 
Several EMGVs offered their time and talents at the 5th Annual Slow Food Piedmont’s Seed Swap held 
on January 30th at the Old Salem Visitors Center.  Heirloom seeds that have been handed down from gener-
ation to generation were shared and documented for future generations.  A potluck lunch was part of the 
event; everyone was invited to bring a dish they love to make from their garden bounty or from a favorite 
family recipe.  A fun time of swapping and sharing was enjoyed by all who attended.         

Speaker’s Bureau 
Forsyth County’s new “Forks on Friday” spring garden lecture series held during the lunch hour from 12 till 1 at the Cooperative 
Extension Office kicked off in mid-February and runs through early May.  Attendees are encouraged to bring their lunch and in-
crease their knowledge of gardening and lawn care.  Beverages are provided for the attendees. The “Forks on Friday” lectures are 
being presented by eight dedicated Master Gardeners.   

The Arboretum and Gardens at Tanglewood Park 
We are excited to announce the approval of the much needed deer fence by Forsyth County 
Parks and Recreation and Tanglewood Park. The EMGVs began the campaign last spring to 
raise the funds needed. Contributions from the Master Gardener’s Spring Plant Sale, Friends 
of the Arboretum, Winston-Salem Foundation, and Farm Bureau convinced the county of our 
commitment and need.  Work on the fence is scheduled to begin prior to spring; we are 
hopeful it will be completed prior to the Spring Plant Sale in April. 

Plans, plants, and promotions are well under way for the Spring Plant Sale held each year at 
The Arboretum and Gardens.  The greenhouse team is working non-stop sowing seeds, 
planting plugs, and propagating plants.  Our nursery began their work last fall potting and 
propagating perennials, shrubs, and the much sought after native plants.  Nurturing and ten-
der loving care has been provided this winter to assure healthy beautiful plants this spring.  
The sale begins April 16th and runs through April 19th.  

 

The monthly Adult Education Classes held each year at the Arboretum office kicked off in January with a pruning class presented 
by Scott Welborn, Director/Horticulture Agent for Polk County.  Upcoming classes range from seeding and propagation to lawn 
care, tree identification and drip irrigation.  For a list of classes and registration, please contact the Forsyth County Cooperative 
Extension Office. 

 

        

 

 

 

 

                                                     

    Seed Swap 

       Fall 2015 Nursery Stock 

Historic Bethabara Park  
 

The Medicinal gardens sleep during the 
depths of winter but work continues on the 
maintenance and care of this historic treas-
ure.  Several Master Gardeners have con-
tinued to work this winter getting the gar-
dens ready for a scheduled visit from ‘Our 
State’ magazine on April 30th.  Additional 
details on the article will be forthcoming. 

 

 

 

 

Medicinal plants  

 
have been identified and used throughout human history. Plants have 

the ability to synthesize a wide variety of chemical compounds that are 

used to perform important biological functions, and to defend against 

attack from predators such as insects, fungi and herbivorous mam-

mals. 

Visit Historic Bethabara Park 
for an imaginative journey to 
the Carolina back country of 
250 years ago, where a small 
group of Moravians settled a 
religious village and trade 
center. 
 
 Grounds, gardens,and trails 
open free of charge, all day, 
all year. 

http://www.cityofws.org/departments/recreation-parks/historic-bethabara
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Continued, North Central District 

Guilford County –Submitted by Patricia Lunn Adsit 

 
Guilford County in High Gear to Start the New Year  
“First we learn, then we teach.” That is the philosophy presented on the Guilford County Extension Master Gardener Volunteer 

application. Putting those words into action, we welcomed a new class of 25 trainees into the Guilford County EMGV program in 

January. To get them started on their journey, each is assigned a mentor. An opportunity for mentors and interns to get better ac-

quainted in a relaxed social setting, occurred on January 6th at the Mentor-Intern Breakfast, which kicked off the year for the 

Class of 2016. Later in the year, Mentors will hold a luncheon to celebrate the completion of classes for the Interns. All of these 
activities serve to improve the program through building relationships.  There are other opportunities for Guilford EMGVs to learn 
first and then to teach. Using our onsite Demonstration Garden as a classroom allows us to learn while we teach others about gar-

dens in fun, interactive ways. For instance, we will have a class on March 17th called Designing the Special Needs Garden. 
Then on May 26th, we will have a class called Plantings for Fragrance. Open to the public, both of these classes will begin at 

10:00 a.m. 

 

The gardening activities don’t stop there! In April, we host the 3rd Annual Family Gardening Day on Saturday, April 16th. There 

will be games, garden tours, and gardening information for the whole family. This has quickly become an exciting and enjoyable 

way to introduce family members of all ages to fun activities related to gardening…and slip loads of learning in!  

Remember, you are always welcome to visit our Demonstration Garden, located on the Guilford County Extension Center’s proper-

ty at 3309 Burlington Rd, Greensboro, NC.  As the days begin to get warmer, this would be a lovely place for your brown-bag lunch. 
While you are there, see if you can spot the Plant of the Month, such as the one you will find here:  http://www.ncsugarden.com/
resources/guilford/docs/2015_march_iris_tuberosa_.pdf  

Our Passalong Plant Sale team is kicking off the bi-annual Fern and Hosta Sale with a dozen new  ferns, half of which are na-
tives, and 3 great hostas. We have a special Facebook page for the sale entitled either “Passalong Plant Sale May 6-7 2016” or 
“Master Gardeners Passalong Plant Sale” (it is undergoing a change at press time).  You can like it here: Passalong Plant Sale 
Facebook page 

Let’s mark those calendars for the Guilford County EMGVA 15th Annual Gardening Gala and Seminar to be held Thurs-
day, September 22, 2016 from 8:30 to 4:00 at the Cooperative Extension Center, 3309 Burlington Rd., Greensboro, NC 27405. 
This year's theme is "Let Your Imagination Grow." Keynote speakers include Peter J. Hatch, former horticultural director at Monti-
cello, Lisa Ziegler of Gardener Workshop Farm, and Chip Calloway, landscape architect. Registration details to follow—early bird 
registration will be $40; after July 1, the registration fee will increase to $45. 

Want to keep up with what EMGVs are doing in Guilford County, or maybe read some of our great gardening articles?  
Visit our webpage here: http://guilford.ces.ncsu.edu/categories/lawn-garden/.  

Looking for us on Facebook? The county page is here: https://www.facebook.com/pages/NC-Cooperative-Extension-Guilford-
County-Center/154893754546546  

Stokes County–Submitted by Katherine Gambill 

The Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association has enjoyed a quiet mid-winter and used the time to elect new 
officers, appoint some new committee chairs, and plan for another productive year. 
Our Horticulture Agent, Randy Fulk, has begun the 2016 Master Gardener training program with a class of nine. 
We look forward to sharing our adventures as the season unfolds. 
Please visit and like our Facebook page at SEMGV. 

 

The Stokes 
County “SEMG” 

Facebook  
Cover Photo 

http://www.ncsugarden.com/resources/guilford/docs/2015_march_iris_tuberosa_.pdf
http://www.ncsugarden.com/resources/guilford/docs/2015_march_iris_tuberosa_.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/PassalongPlantSale/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.facebook.com/PassalongPlantSale/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
http://guilford.ces.ncsu.edu/categories/lawn-garden/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/NC-Cooperative-Extension-Guilford-County-Center/154893754546546
https://www.facebook.com/pages/NC-Cooperative-Extension-Guilford-County-Center/154893754546546
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Continued,  North Central District 

Vance/Warren Counties–Submitted by Eileen 
Novak 

In November we saw the Vance/Warren Extension mas-

ter gardeners welcoming 9 new trainees.   

In December we had a holiday party and awards 
were given to:   Beverly Allen who reached the 5 year 
mark, and also received a pin for 500 hours of service. 

Merwin Deickmann has achieved 15 years of service. BJ 
Wright has contributed 500 lifetime hours. This year the 
highly coveted Golden Trowel Award was presented to 

Marty Finkel, for contributing 116 hours of service in 
2015. Eileen Novak was presented the Silver Cultivator 
Award, for tireless work behind the scenes to make our 

projects successful. Edna Gaston received the Golden 
Watering Can Award, for her many years of leadership.  
Edna was also recognized for 20 years of service.  

January’s meeting was a gardeners’ show-and-tell, and it is certain that if Santa missed anyone, enough new and useful tools were 

demonstrated to fill next years’ lists. 

February’s meeting was a presentation by Dr. Johnny Randall from the North Carolina Botanical Garden (NCBG) of the Uni-

versity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill about invasive organisms including but not limited to emerald ash borer, Chinese Privet, 
kudzu and Tree of Heaven. 

Upcoming Events, North Central District: 

 

March 17
th

 10:00 am Designing the Special Needs Garden class at the Cooperative Extension 

Center, 3309 Burlington Rd., Greensboro, NC 27405. Open to the public, call to register 336-641-2400 

 

April 2 Durham NC – Duke Gardens Spring Plant Sale – 9am – Noon. Join Friends of Duke Gardens and you may shop 

at the preview sale from 4-6 pm Friday 4/1. https://www.gifts.duke.edu/gardens-membership  

April 16 Greensboro NC - 3
rd

 Annual Family Gardening Day – where gardens grow families. There will be games, 

garden tours, and gardening information for the whole family. 10:00am-2:00pm in the Demo Garden at 3309 Burlington Road in 

Greensboro. 

May 6-7 Greensboro NC – 14
th

 Annual Passalong Plant Sale and Festival – Shop Friday from 9:00am-3:00pm for the 

best selection, and Saturday from 9:00-1:00 for the best bargains. 3309 Burlington Road in Greensboro. For updates, like the Pas-

salong Plant Sale Facebook page  

May 26 Greensboro NC - 10:00 am - Plantings for Fragrance class. Cooperative Extension Center, 3309 Burlington Rd., Greens-

boro, NC 27405. Open to the public, call to register 336-641-2400 

June 4-5 Lexington NC – 12
th

 Annual Master Gardener Garden Tour. Sat 10am-4pm, Sun 1pm-5pm. 5 private gardens 

in the Country Club area east of Fairview Drive in Lexington. Special feature – Country Club Oaks Patio Homes – for ideas about 

gardening in small spaces. For updates, check Davidson County Extension Master Gardeners Facebook page or call 336-210-5365 

or 336- 250-3014. 

September 22 Greensboro NC - 15th Annual Gardening Gala and Seminar 8:30 to 4:00 at the Cooperative Extension 

Center, 3309 Burlington Rd., Greensboro, NC 27405. This year's theme is "Let Your Imagination Grow." Keynote speakers include 
Peter J. Hatch, former horticultural director at Monticello, Lisa Ziegler of Gardener Workshop Farm, and Chip Calloway, landscape 

architect. Registration details to follow—early bird registration will be $40; after July 1, the registration fee will increase to $45. 

  The Holiday and Awards Party 

Take the time to talk with your area reporters and  give them a big thanks, for all the hard work and time they contribute to the 

Newsletter.  Our Newsletter is only as good as what reporters are able to tell us about happenings in each county. If your area 

does not have a reporter, please get in touch with the District reporter and join our team.  This information is found on the  

NCEMGVA website.  Click on the menu and Newsletter Staff.  Join us! 

https://www.gifts.duke.edu/gardens-membership
https://www.facebook.com/PassalongPlantSale/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.facebook.com/PassalongPlantSale/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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Northeast District 
Anne Pierce District Reporter 
Beaufort, Bertie, Camden, Chowan, Currituck, Dare, Edgecombe, Franklin, Gates, Halifax, Hertford, Hyde, 

Martin, Nash, Northampton, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Pitt, Tyrell, Wake, Warren, Washington. 

Currituck County-Submitted by Leslie Miner 
 
Currituck County Master Gardeners finished the year strong with a new edition to our Master Gardener family. In November, we 
welcomed Sarah Watts as Currituck County’s new Agriculture Technician and Master Gardener Coordinator. We look forward to 
working with Sarah, sharing knowledge, ideas, and past experiences to make our program even better. A major event this quarter 
was our Annual Volunteer Recognition Dinner. It was a lovely evening filled with a delicious potluck dinner and beautiful handmade 
seasonal decorations. At this event, we took the time to recognize many of our Master Gardener Volunteers for their time and efforts 
throughout the year and much of the recognition went to those members who met or surpassed volunteer hour milestones in 2015. 
Those members who received recognition pins were: Clay Higgins, Marcia Steele, Kerie O’Toole, Cora Wade and Rossi Winn for 
over 500 hours; Mary Comito, Beverly Kelly, Lesley Miner, Sue Pietrantonio and Patsy Smith for over 1000 hours; and Mary Bock, 
Carole Kemp, and Jodi Lockhart for over 2000 hours. Also at the dinner, our 2015 Master Gardener of the year award was given to 
Georgia Kight. Georgia is an ambitious worker with varied interests and tons of energy for her community. Her enthusiasm and 
commitment inspires us all. Congratulations to Georgia! Also special thanks go out to Fred and Mary Bock, the MG Service Commit-
tee, and Cora Wade for the festive table settings. 
 
Our new year ahead, like spring itself, is blooming with possibilities. We currently have a bustling greenhouse that is quickly filling 
up with propagation cuttings, seedlings, and colorful annual plant plugs in anticipation of our Annual Spring Flower and Garden 
Show. This year, the Flower and Garden show will be held on April 15 and 16. You can expect to see a variety of vendors; plant 
sales; home and garden goods; and learning opportunities. Also coming up is the 9th annual NENC Daffodil Show that will be held 
on Saturday, March 26 at the Currituck County Extension Office display-
ing award winning daffodil varieties from individuals far and wide. In addi-
tion to those events, we also have an upcoming dedication of our Demon-
stration Garden, and look forward to initiating training classes on a variety 
of topics led by and for our members before our meetings each month 
and in between.  We certainly look forward to a very busy and productive 
season and we wish all fellow Master Gardeners a Happy Spring!  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Currituck County Master Gardner of the Year  

Georgia Kight with Agriculture Agent Tommy Grandy.  

        Sarah Watts, Currituck County Agriculture Technician.  

Dare County Newsletter 

Submitted-by Chris Stadther 

 

Dare County Extension Master Gardeners had a busy year in 2015 and are is ex-

pecting the same for 2016. 

Speakers Bureau 

Speakers Bureau will kick off the year with the Winter Library-Garden Series offering 

presentations on propagation, pruning and other garden related subjects.  These 

presentations are offered at the Kill Devil Hills library and the Fessenden Center in 

Buxton from January through March.  The Speakers Bureau has produced two gar-

den related shows for the Dare County Government Access TV and will be doing 

more this year. 

Greenline 

Greenline (Ask a Master Gardener) will begin operations again in March with a new 

addition.  Besides their presence at Dare Cooperative Extension in Manteo and the 

Hatteras Farmers Market, an additional information area will be made available at the 

Arboretum in Kill Devil Hills.   

Dare County is named in honor of 

Virginia Dare, the first English child born 

in America. Dare County is also where 

the Wright Brothers first experienced 

powered flight and much more. 

mailto:pierceab@hotmail.com
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Continued,  Dare County 

DMGV hopes to provide information that is more accessible to the public by offering another location for their questions.  

Coastal Gardening Festival 

“The ABC’s of Gardening” is the theme for our 14th annual Coastal Gardening Festival on May 14, 2016 at the Thomas A. Baum 

Senior Center in Kill Devil Hills.  The Festival last year drew over 2,000 visitors.  For more information call the Dare NC Cooperative 

Extension at 252-473-4290 or visit us on Facebook “Dare County Master Gardeners”. 

 

New Dare County Extension Director 

We finally have a new director who arrived in June.  

 Welcome Shannon Brooks!  DMGV is keeping her very busy.  

Shannon 

Brooks!   

Pasquotank County-Submitted by Bette Lou Campbell 

Foreman House Community Demonstration/Learning Garden:  

In mid-August, the Pasquotank EMGV’s hosted an 

‘Open House in the Garden’. Refreshments, served 

and prepared by EMGV’s, using items typically 

found and grown in the home garden, included 

squashes, cucumbers, tomatoes, eggplant and 

herbs.  Some new introductions into the garden 

were rhubarb, kohlrabi and beets.  In recent weeks, 

EMGV’s have cleared out the garden beds as the 

veggies begin to decline hoping to squeeze in some 

fall crops.  First frost date in our area, zone 8a, is 

November 15, 2015.  Compost was added and 

worked into the beds in preparation for both seed 

plantings as well as some donated transplants from 

a local nursery.  We’ve experienced difficulty getting 

the Swiss Chard established and have replanted 

twice.  Otherwise, asparagus beans, lettuces, spin-

ach, beets, arugula, endive, savoy cabbage, broccoli are coming along.   

Port Discover’s Science Café:  

EMGV’s hosted Port Discover’s Science Café this month.  The Café is a monthly event, held at a local restau-

rant, where participants learn about and discuss science topics presented by local experts.  This month, the 

Extension Center, Pasquotank County, was the site for Science Café’.  “Garden to Table’ was our topic.  

EMGV, Susan Hankinson, created and presented 

a PowerPoint on setting up a garden, choosing a 

site, raised beds, vertical gardening, pollinator 

gardens and companion planting for the audience.  

EMGV, Carolyn Jennings informed the attendees 

about the importance and procedures of obtaining 

soil samples for your gardens while EMGV, Nancy 

Cook, spoke about composting and its benefits.  

EMGV, Don Campbell, brought in his two large 

plastic, compost barrels, from home, which 

demonstrated composting in action.  Our guests 

enjoyed food dishes using produce that would be 

found in this area and grown locally in the home 

garden  

Field Trip:   

In October, EMGV’s visited the Beechtree Inn, in Perquimans Co., owned and operated by Ben and Jackie 

DID YOU KNOW 
 
A portion of Perquimans County was deeded to George Durant in 1661 by Kilcocanen, King of the Yeopim 
Indians. With the river as the region's major thoroughfare, the small settlement called Hertford served as the 
state's first capital until 1716. 
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Continued, Pasquotank County  

Pitt County Newsletter 

Submitted-by Mary Jo Larkin 

What’s in Bloom? 

Each Monday there is a search in all of our Arboretum gardens for the showiest blooms and most interesting berries and foliage to 

change up our What’s in Bloom display. Under our green roof shelter we set up ten vases and clearly label our choices with both 

Latin and common names and their location. As visitors come to exercise or stroll by our different theme gardens they know what 

may be there for them to admire. The EMGVS enjoy the scouting for blooms and the visitors learn the variety and names of plants 

they may want at their homes. The labels and compact display make it easy for them to find these plants at the nursery later. 

Reading Together 

Johnny Randall of the NC Botanical gardens inspired us to read Bringing Nature Home by Douglas W. Tallamy.  We formed a 

small group who read and discussed this plea for native plants in our backyard gardens.  The arguments for nurturing the food 

chain were so convincing that we decided to promote native plants by labeling them in our arboretum and selling them at our plant 

sale.  We are now enjoying Triumph of Seeds by Thor Hanson and looking forward to sharing our impressions. We know we will 

learn something that will influence our work. 

Garden Tours 

Every month we have a themed garden tour at our arboretum.  The public responds well to this approach.  Our themes for 2015 

included:  Spring Gardening Chores, Pass along Plants, Plants for Hot and Humid Climates, Shade Plants, Dividing Daylilies, Col-

lecting and Starting Seeds in the Fall, Fall Color in the Garden and Container Gardening Demonstration.  We learn from the ques-

tions and experience of our visitors and they take away new ideas.  We often have repeat tour guests and gardeners, always ready 

to learn new ways. 

Winter Speaker 

On January 30th, we have scheduled Bryce Lane to speak on “Forty Years of Horticul-

ture: Observations, Inspirations and Invita-

tions”.  We expect a large community turnout 

for this widely known horticulturist and Profes-

sor Emeritus from NC State.  His program on 

UNC-TV, “In the Garden with Bryce Lane” won 

an Emmy three times. We invite the public to 

have breakfast with us and admire our spon-

sors’ displays before the talk. Our town looks for-

ward to our winter speaker fundraiser each year. 

 

  EMGV’s visited the Beechtree Inn, in Perquimans Co. 

Christmas Home Tour:   

In mid-December, EMGV’s were asked to assist homeowners with 

the upcoming Christmas Historical Home Tour by providing fresh 

greenery décor for the homes and serve as docents.  EMGV’s 

transformed a waterfront condo’s Christmas décor into a fresh 

greenery/rustic paradise!  Creative hands and minds made this a 

‘must see’ on the tour.  

Annual Christmas Dinner:  

This year’s Christmas gathering reached new heights in attend-

ance.  Fifty seven attendees enjoyed a feast of delectable foods 

prepared by the hands of Master Gardeners and/or their spouses!  

A true ‘groaning board’ of food was enjoyed by all followed by our 

tradition of games, always a source of great fun plus, a ‘year’s end’ 

video of activities during the year! 

Seven members of the Class of 2015 were presented with their 

EMGV pins.  Congratulations to Sydna Lindblad, Leann Slater, 

Juanita Johnson, Myra Mock and Sally Bruderle, Terry Brothers 

and Sandra Strickland. 

Bryce Lane  to speak Jan. 30th 
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South Central District 
Barb Apelian District Reporter 
Alexander, Anson, Cabarrus, Catawba, Cumberland, Gaston, Harnett, Hoke, Iredell, Lee,  

Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Montgomery, Moore, Richmond, Rowan, Scotland, Stanly, Union. 

 

Cabarrus County - Submitted by Mitchell Hagler 

 

Native Plants 
The CCEMGVA got off to a good start in 2016 with a program by Lisa Tompkins of Elemental Landscape Design. Lisa is a native 
plant specialist. She defined native plants as plants that were growing here before Europeans arrived. She commented that most of 
the plants in our area are from Asia. Some of Lisa’s favorite natives include oaks, red buckeye, fringe tree, sourwood tree, summer 
sweet, button bush, partridge berry, northern maidenhair fern, trumpet vine, native honeysuckle and native grasses. 
 

Master Gardener of the Year 
Mary Quay, our long-time treasurer was named Master Gardener of the Year 
for 2015. Mary was celebrated at our annual Christmas dinner. Members 
brought toys, including a dozen bicycles, to donate to Toys for Tots. 

Grants 
Nearly $2000 in grants was distributed in 2015 to schools and other non-
profits and two school grants have been approved already in 2016.  

Pollinators 
We were disappointed to learn that North Carolina is no longer pursuing the 
Birds and Bees Act (State Bill 225) as the state’s legislators who were spon-
soring the bill are leaving any action to be taken up to the private sector. Our 
association will continue to explore ways that we can help save the pollina-
tors. 

 
 
 
Activities 
Volunteers provided speakers, distributed soil sample kits, and answered  
questions at the Greater Charlotte Garden and Landscape Show; began preparing for our annual Herb and Plant Festival in April; 
visited the Post-Harvest Physiology Department at the Kannapolis Research Campus and enjoyed a winter walk at UNC-Charlotte 
Botanical Gardens. 

CABARRUS COUNTY EMGV OFFICERS 

Ginny Collier, Secretary; Scott Maxwell, President; James Polk,VP 
 Programs; Mary Quay, Treasurer; Joe  Ormsby, VP Field Trip’s 

Catawba County-Submitted by Marvin Yokum 

 

Catawba County Family Guidance Center  
was in urgent need for a complete makeover of their flower beds.  
Two holly trees had approximately 50 fifteen foot branches hiding the building front. Bushes were overgrown and some were 
dead. Flower beds were overgrown with weeds. Removal of trees, bushes, and weeds were performed by Cindy Rywak (group 
leader), Lori Greveling, Larry Parker, and Marvin Yokum. In addition, $105 of donated tulip, daffodil, and alum bulbs were planted 
around the centers front sign and trees. 

The Hickory Soup Kitchen was given a club donation of $500 for their work in feeding the hungry. 

Our annual cookie exchange meeting was held on Dec. 10 at the Catawba Historical Society Harper House in downtown 
Hickory. Delicious, colorful cookies of every description were exchanged by the members.  All had a munchie time. 

Upcoming events 

 Doctor George Place, Catawba County Extension Director, will present a series of workshops for the Advanced Gardening 
Series at the Patrick Beaver Memorial Library. 

 April meeting- Plant exchange 

 May meeting- South Mountain picnic & field trip 

 June meeting- Field trip to Painters Greenhouse in Old Fort, NC. 

 Joe Zalesak will coordinate the MG booth at the Hickory farmers market. 

mailto:bdeluca@carolina.rr.com
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Continued, South Central District 

Gaston County - Submitted by Barbara Linster 

Learning Garden  
Our fall weather has been delightful, which has allowed for more time than usual to work in our gardens and to get a jump on 
potting up plants for our annual spring plant sale.  Our Gaston County Learning Garden had flowering plants well into October.  
Chair Gene Martin organized EMGVs to do any necessary fall clean up and to prepare the garden for winter. 

October program 
Our October Program on ‘Hosta,’ presented by Bob Solberg of Green Hill Farm, was open to the public.  Solberg has been hy-
bridizing hosta for over 30 years and sells both retail and wholesale.  His mail order 
business is the go-to place for serious collectors (www.HostaHosta.com). It was inter-
esting to see the many shapes, sizes and colors available.  Our November speaker 
was internationally-known daylily hybridizer Paul Owen of Slightly Different Nursery.  
Owens’s presentation, “From Fantasy to Reality-The Joy of ‘Slightly Different’ Garden-
ing,” was filled with passion, humor and the history of his experiences while learning 
and practicing plant propagation for income. This journey led to his love for hybridizing 
daylilies.  But wait, there was more! Owen concluded his presentation with a picture 
presentation and auction of daylilies.  He generously donated all the proceeds to the 
MGGGC.   
Owen will plan an outing at his nursery (www.slightlydifferentnursery.com)  

in April/May for members to pick up their plants.  
This summer Owen was visited by an International Daylily group and called out to us for 
volunteers to help deadhead and prep for his distinguished guests (much had to be done in 
one day).  A number of EMGVs showed up to help.  As often said, you reap what you sow!  
What a blessing it is when we can learn from one another and help each other.   

EMGV outreach continued to support Yard-of-the-Month in York Chester through Novem-
ber.  2015 team members were Diane Cammalleri and Paulette Hale. EMGV David Thorn-
burg volunteered at the Heritage Garden during Cotton Ginning Days (see pic 1).  The Herit-
age Village, located in the county park in Dal-
las, NC, is a village representative of what you 

would have found in our county during the 1890’s.  A fall garden, planted with peri-
od heirloom plants, was on display.   

 

Additionally, EMGVs, along with other community volunteers, participated in the 
annual Keep Gastonia Beautiful Make a Difference Day activity.  Pansies were 
planted in planters and beds  

Our final meeting of the year is in November and includes a luncheon. The lunch-
eon gave us an opportunity to thank Extension employees for their support 
throughout the year. Leftovers were donated to the Salvation Army.  EMGV Amy 
Holland, also a potter, prepared the stunning centerpiece.  Amy made the pot and 
all the contents were from her garden.  We all look forward to serving our commu-
nity in 2016! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connect with us on Facebook 

www.facebook.comMasterGardenerOfGastonCounty. 

http://www.HostaHosta.com
http://www.slightlydifferentnursery.com
http://www.facebook.com/MasterGardenerOfGastonCounty
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Continued from South Central District 

 
Mecklenburg County–Submitted by Suzanne Villar 

Youth Education 
This fall the Youth Education subcommittee kicked off our pilot Listen, 
Look & Learn classes at First Ward Child Development Center. We 
offered nature-themed classes in October, November and December 
on Seeds, Trees and the Changing Seasons, respectively. We worked 
with children, ages 4-5, and their teachers in three classes each visit. 
Students learned through stories, songs and lots of hands on activities! 
We served over 130 people in an inner city setting with high diversity. 
The classes were very successful and a great time was had by all, con-
necting children with the natural world. 

 

Adult Education 
Our Adult Education subcommittee continued with a variety of educa-
tional outreach. Extension Master Gardeners completed another year  

collaborating with our FCS/Local Foods agent, Kristin Davis, on the 
award-winning Sustainable Living Series. EMGVs lead programs on Backyard Ecology and Bringing Nature Inside for the Holi-
days; these were the last of 13 horticulture-based programs organized and primarily taught by EMGs throughout 2015 with a total 
community outreach for these SLS gardening sessions exceeding 180 for the year. The Speakers Bureau gave a number of pro-
grams in the community on soil, composting, and a hands on hydroponics program for horticulture teachers in CMS, led by our 
extension agent, Steven Capobianco. EMGVs also assisted with the Charlotte Green Teacher Network, helping with ongoing plan-
ning, materials and teacher trainings. 

 

Internal Education 
A Presentation was made during the October monthly meeting on Herbs, led by MEMGV Bill Sloan. 

Communications 
The Garden and Nature Calendar posts new announcements weekly each Saturday 
in the Charlotte Observer and on our website. We have another new grow guide for 
dissemination: Right Plant Right Place, and now have signs for each season for our 
Farmer’s Market “Ask an EMG” events. In addition, we have our new signs in place 
in our two demonstration gardens. They have QR codes that link to https://
plants.ces.ncsu.edu/ for more information. They are such a hit that we are already 
purchasing more signs.  

 

Demonstration Gardens    
Despite October rains and other weather challenges, EMG volunteers worked in 
both our Freedom and Independence Demonstration gardens doing regular fall 
maintenance, and planting fall vegetables. 

Our website http://www.mastergardenersmecklenburg.org/ has a new look- check it 
out!  We had close to 75K hits in the 4th quarter. 

                                                                                                                                                                       

End of Year Luncheon:      
 

 

Our Hospitality Committee hosted an end-of-year luncheon that was held 
at the Mahlon Adams Pavilion at Freedom Park in Charlotte.  A capacity 
audience enjoyed a wonderful buffet including a magnificent Yule Cake 
made by one of our own.  A number of awards were issued to recognize 
the contributions of our Certified EMGs, and 7 students from the 2015 
class received their certificates from Steven Capobianco, Mecklenburg 
Horticulture Agent.   

 

Hort Agent Steven Capobianco with new EMGs.  

Listen, Look and Learn, Class at  First  
Ward  Development Center 

       New Demo Garden signs with QR codes 

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/
http://www.mastergardenersmecklenburg.org/
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Continued from South Central District 

Moore County–Submitted by L. Amy Rozycki 

Fun With “Red Wigglers” at West End Elementary School 
 On January 21st, Moore County MGV and Vermiculture Expert, Betsy Spen-
cer, met with the West End Elementary School Garden Club to teach about 
the “Wonders of Worm Poop.”   More than 30 very eager students got a 
chance to see Red Wigglers, their eggs, and their babies, up close using 
hand held magnifying glasses. They each made strips of newspaper for bed-
ding, got to see what and how to feed the worms, how to keep them moist, 
but not too wet.  Best of all, each students got to see and smell worm poop, 
or “casting,” which they all agreed, had no bad odor at all. They were 
amazed to learn how valuable these worms and their castings are. Many of 
the club members plan to establish their own worm bins in a few weeks at a 
future meeting. Many thanks to Betsy for a great learning experience! 
 
Sandhill's Horticultural Society Children's Treasure Trail Adventure 

 
 
 
Several Moore County MGVs were involved in the 3rd 
Annual Children's Treasure Trail Adventure hosted by 
the Sandhill's Horticultural Society and held in the beau-
tiful Sandhill's Horticultural Gardens in Pinehurst. There 
were six stations of discovery which provided a learning 
experience for the children as they followed their treas-
ure map to discover them.  MGV Dolores Muller orga-
nized the event.  MGV Bruce Fensley was in charge of 
the planting station where children learned what makes 
plants grow and then he assisted them in planting a 
Swiss chard plant in the children's garden. Pictured 
MGVs Bob and Ruth Stolting, brought their honey bee 
exhibit to explain the importance of honey bees to our 
food crops. Photo credit- MGV Dolores Muller. 
 
 
 
 

Moore County’s Fabulous 2016 Interns 
Moore County is excited to welcome its 2016 Interns. The graduates, taught by Taylor Williams, have distinguished themselves 
by already starting a community garden, planning a middle school garden, writing songs for the school gardens and jingles for 
the website, taking on the important work of writing grant proposals, and much more. Watch for them, NC, their enthusiasm is 
contagious! these amazing Interns are: Nancy White, Larry Allen, June Buchele, Charlie Sterner, Paula Parke, Taylor Williams, 
Sally Moore, Mary Longo, Nancy Manar, Rita Cioppi, Susan Kushay, Cheryl Stuckey, Dawn Coffey, Aggie Cohen, and Carol 
Gemson. 

 
Bagels and Brainstorming 
Our MGVs had a very productive “Bagels and Brainstorming” session, coming up with great ideas for our new website. 
 

Calling all Delegates 

 

If you are a delegate for your County program, 

Please check our  NCEMGVA website  to 

download this informative Power Point to pre-

sent to your fellow MGV’s.  This is an easy way 

to answer questions about what our Associa-

tion does across the state and what awards we 

offer to each County Association.  During each 

Conference year.  If you have additional ques-

tions , please contact   Edna Gaston. 

mailto:ladybug.gang@gmail.com
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Continued,  South Central District 

Union County - Submitted by Barb Apelian 

 

WELCOME NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Our holiday party in December was a blast.  Our new President, Diane Barrie introduced her new team with Vice President-
Michale Luther, Secretary-Donna Thrasher and Administrative Assistant-Susan Lipsey.  Caroll Edsell will continue as Treasurer. 
For the past few years, while we were without a Horticultural Agent, Diane ran the recruiting and training for new MG’s as well as 
many other administrative chores.  Now that we have our new agent, Debbie Dillion, Diane will have more time to focus on her 
role as president. 

AWARDS 
This event is also where we recognize efforts of individual 
MG’s for their work throughout the year.  Our cherished Betty 
Muldrow Award (gardener extraordinaire) was present to 
Annie Howell.  Among other things, Annie heads the sales 
committee and coordinates 3 major fund raising events each 
year and served as president for 2015.  Michael Luther, our 
new VP, was recognized as Rookie of the year.  Presidential 
awards went to Diana Garmon and Sonia McElveen for their 
tireless efforts on multiple projects and committees.  Lilly 
Melamedas, from the new class, was awarded the Shining 
Seedling award and recently gave birth to a future Junior 
MG!  Mary Sipe, Carol Larrimore, Pam Morgan and Dick 
Snowden won Golden Trowel Awards for their endless hours 
in the Teaching Garden. 
 

UCEMGVA CLASS OF 2015 
Thanks again to Diane Barrie for organizing the training ses-
sions and for the other MG’s and staff who provided the train-
ing.  Eleven new MG’s, all scoring A’s on their exam, were 

welcomed into the fold. 

From left to right–Lilly Melamedas, Ruth Goodrich, Barbra 
Chadwick, Michele Pfaff, Jerry Jones, Jamie Dunleavy, 
Nikki Stephens, Karen Nash, Don Corbett, Diane Barrie. 
Missing–Lois Van Wyk, Kelly Brickey 

 
 

Web      www.mastergardenersunioncountync.org 
Facebook  
www.facebook.comUnionCountyNCMasterGardeners  
Pinterest    www.pinterest.com/ucmgva  
Twitter       @UnionCtyMstGard  

 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
UCEMGVA’s presented programs at several elementary 
schools in Union County, as a means toward our goal to “foster 
a partnership to create a sustainable community through educa-
tion and implementation”.  Topics included bugs, birds, worms 
and, of course, gardening.  Learning was fun and interactive; 
hands on whenever possible.  MG’S  partner with 4H staff to 
reach even more youth oriented programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MG’s Mary Sipe and Kathie Tashie inspire students in after 
school classes 

http://www.mastergardenersunioncountync.org
https://www.facebook.com/UnionCountyNCMasterGardeners
http://www.pinterest.com/ucmgva/
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Brunswick County– Submitted by Mary T. Dixon 
 

Master Gardeners Revitalize Botanical Gardens 

Brunswick County Botanical Gardens is in the midst of a grand revitalization, thanks to the vision of President Maryann 
Horgan and a host of energetic EMGVs.  The Gardens are located in the county office complex in Bolivia.  Neglected for 
several years, the water feature no longer worked, irrigation systems were turned off or destroyed, and most plants had no 
identifying labels and were in decline. 

 
 Maryann and her Botanical Garden Committee saw the potential and immediately developed a plan.  When completed, 
the Gardens will become a source of public pride.  School groups will delight in exploring the Fairy Garden, as well as a 
Children’s Garden with a Hobbit Hole and Hobbit House.  Homeowner groups, Garden Clubs and others will attend guided 
tours and learn new ideas for using plants that grow well in coastal North Carolina.  Visitors of all ages will enjoy the sereni-
ty of a Japanese Garden where bubbling waterfall winds throughout the landscape, ending in a tranquil pool beside the 
outdoor classroom area. 

 
Irrigation systems are being redesigned to accommodate current and future plantings. The new water feature is spectacu-
lar!  The refurbished Rose Garden features a trellis supporting yellow and white Lady Banks Roses.  Beneath an ancient 
sprawling Live Oak tree, the Southern Living Garden features gardenias, camellias, and hydrangeas.  The 2015 Master 
Gardener graduates will tackle a Rain Garden and entryway Welcome Garden.  Future plans include a Shade Garden and 
an Edible Landscape area.   

 
Each specialty garden area is overseen by a EMGV Team. Under the direction of Fred Mina, new weather-shield planking 
was installed on the walkway and outdoor classroom.  The Botanical Garden Committee provides a consistent and acces-
sible avenue for EMGV’s to express their wishes for ongoing expansion and maintenance of the Gardens. 

 
The Brunswick County Master Gardener Volunteer Association (BCMGVA) generates funding for maintaining the Gardens 
through traditional spring plant sales and an online plant sale in the fall.  “A 
Day in the Yard” classes are taught by EMGVs.  The new “House Calls” pro-
gram encourages donations earmarked for maintaining the Botanical Gar-
dens. 

 

 Amanda Kiel is the team leader for plant identification and labeling.  David 
Berkley was brought out of retirement to help volunteers identify the 
plants.  He gave an interesting history of many of the acquisitions.  A major 
goal is to have all the plants identified, becoming a valuable resource where 

professional landscapers test 
their knowledge of the Certified 
Plant Professional List in prepara-
tion for certification by the North 
Carolina Association of Nurse-
rymen. 

 

Michelle Spencer, Horticultural Assistant and curator for the Botanical Gardens, 
oversees general maintenance.  While our 92 member strong BCMGVA is fairly 
small,  it’s incredible how much they have accomplished in the past year.   
By embracing the goal of taking pride in the 
Botanical Gardens to further their own educa-
tion and improve EMGV outreach opportuni-
ties, they are making a huge contribution in 
Brunswick communities.  

 

 

 
New Trellis for Lady Banks Roses 

 
 

Southeast District 
Brenda Clayton, Margery Pearl  Co-District Reporters 
Bladen, Brunswick, Carteret, Columbus, Craven, Duplin, Greene, Johnston, Jones, Lenoir, New Hanover,  

Onslow, Pender, Wayne, Wilson. 

         Outdoor Classroom by Water Feature Pool 

Refurbished Walkway in 

Gardens 

mailto:tpearl002@gmail.com
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Continued, Southeast District 

Carteret County-Submitted by Marie Roberts  
 
It doesn’t seem right to be writing this article for our Spring issue when snow, freezing rain, ice and rain 
from Winter Storm Jonas are covering our state!   Carteret County received 60 to 70 inches of rain dur-
ing 2015.  While it’s a relief that rain in our area has decreased, we still seem to be getting some rain 
weekly.  Even at this time of year, I have never seen our yard look this bad!  This fall, my husband men-
tioned our weather seems to be getting tropical.  I think he has a point!  Now, down to business. 

 
 
 

 
Webb Library Project 
In December, a group of Carteret County Master Gardeners began a project at the Webb Library in Morehead City to honor the 
memory of Renee Fetzer, a past president of our group.   For the many years since becoming a Master Gardener in 1997, she was 
an active, generous, supportive and altogether amazing gardener and friend. 
 
Renee passed away in 2014 but left a legacy of many gifts, including a scholarship.  Recently, our group 
used her collection of amaryllis and other bulbs to honor her memory with a daylily bed in the wonderful 
little “secret” walled garden behind the Webb Library.  A sundial will be donated by the Fetzer family and 
inscribed with a saying that fits the memory of Renee perfectly;  “If you have a garden and a library, you 
will want for nothing”. 
 
Annual Speaker’s Meeting   
Our annual meeting will be held Thursday, February 4th, at the Crystal Coast Civic Center.  The topic is 
“Epic tomatoes for Southeastern Gardens:  their history, stories and techniques for success”.  The lecture 
will be given by Craig LeHoullier,  North Carolina’s “Tomatoman”.  It begins at 9:30 am with refreshments 
provided by our EMGVs.  The presentation begins at 10:00 am.  This program is free and open to the 
public to further educate gardeners in Carteret County and the surrounding areas.   
 
With varying degrees of success or disappointment, many gardeners pursue the selection and cultivation 
of the perfect tomato.  Mr. LeHoullier will share his enthusiasm for gardening and his in depth knowledge 
of growing heirloom tomatoes.  He is a self professed “tomato nut” and is familiar with at least 1000 varie-
ties of heirloom tomatoes.  He will describe his favorites based on their performance, appearance and taste.  In 1990, he recog-
nized the attributes of the an heirloom tomato now commonly grown and named it “Cherokee Purple”.  Craig is the author of Epic 
Tomatoes and is the tomato advisor to the Seed Savers Exchange.   
 
His books and tomato seeds for recommended varieties will be available for purchase.  In 2015, we had approximately 200 at-
tendees and are expecting more this year! 

 
Craven County-Submitted by Judi Lloyd 
 
CCMGVA Members Visit Recycling Facility 
What happens to everything that is put in the recycling buckets from all the counties here in eastern N.C.?  Nine Craven County 
Master Gardeners were shown this and more on a tour of the Sonoco Recycling facility in Jacksonville, N.C.! 
We were all outfitted with safety goggles, earplugs, vests and gloves before being permitted in the areas with conveyor 
belts.  Cute!  Thirty-six  employees at that 33,000 sq.ft. facility sort 14 ½ tons per hour dropped on their  tipping floor by 
trucks.  Two of the biggest problems that they have on their residential line sorter are plastic bags, grocery-type 
bags,  that cause the machines to have to be completely shut down to un-clog the mechanisms, as well as the 
hypodermic needles they encounter on a daily basis.  The sorters wear very heavy gloves for their safety.  At the 
end of the tour, we were all very happy that we would not have to take this job to support our families or our-
selves.  The pay is low and the work loud and grueling. 
 
The parent company, Sonoco, is a global provider of packaging products.  They practice vertical integration, an 
arrangement in which the supply chain of a company is owned by that company.   Sonoco uses about 90% of what they recy-
cle.  Their business is manufacturing packaging products to supply their own mills from what they recycle, a cradle to cradle ap-
proach.  They supply the packaging for many of the products we use everyday.  Sonoco operates in 47 countries and its Interna-
tional Headquarters is in Hartsville, S.C. 
 
So what do they accept that is NOT on our list for Craven County recyclables?  Lots!!  They want all mixed paper types, junk mail, 
cereal boxes, magazines, etc.  We were told to leave the caps on bottles.  They bounce around in their sorting machine better than 
when they are flattened from the weight of the other materials in the trucks.  Be sure to dump any contents from containers, but 
there is no need to clean them out.  He said they will even take empty paint cans and empty plastic oil bottles.  As long as it holds 
its shape, they take plastic “non-flexible packaging”.  Plastic-coated cardboard milk containers can also be recycled. 
 
Plastics are made from petroleum products.  Due to the low price of oil, our tour guide said that Sonoco is not making a ton of mon-
ey currently.   But, that changes as price of oil  rises and the economic need for petroleum products in foreign markets increases, 
as well. 

http://www.craiglehoullier.com/
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Continued, Southeast District 

This company is the the ultimate in sustainability because so much of what goes in as our trash is processed and comes out as a 

usable product! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Craven County EMGVs on the Sonoco Recycling Facility Tour Sonoco Recycling Facility Sorter Line (Craven County) 

Johnston County-Submitted by Griffin David Lockett 
 
2015 Master Gardener Volunteer of the Year Award 
Brenda Clayton was awarded the special honor of 2015 EMGV of the Year at our annual Christmas dinner!  Enthusiastic, generous, 
gregarious, and tenacious, she has been a consistently outstanding volunteer since her training in 2011.   Lending her time and 
talents at plant clinics, phone line coverage, and annual plant sales, she also attends many trainings, including Plants, Pests, and 
Pathogens.  She helped teach Weed ID at the Winter Weed Workshop twice and the 5 hour per day, week long Junior Master Gar-
dener Camp this past summer! 
 
Since 2013, Brenda has served as secretary for our group and editor for our monthly newsletter, The Gardener’s Dirt, sent to a 
growing number of clients in and outside of our county.  She spends many hours planning and perfecting the articles, including the 
ones which earned us the 2014 Ag. Agents State Team Newsletter Award!  To subscribe to The Gardener’s Dirt, send 
email  angie_faison@ncsu.edu.   
 
Brenda has been a farsighted force for increased organization in our group.  Over the 
past 2 years, she has helped improve the county section of the ncsugarden site.   Her 
ideas have helped to boost meeting attendance and morale, motivating and facilitating 
others to take on leadership roles.  She led in sending out letters to recruit NCEMGVA 
members, increasing membership to 75% of our group.  Serving as SE Co-District Re-
porter for the NCEMGVA Newsletter for the second year, she has recently been ap-
pointed to a special committee by the President to help re-organize on a state level, 
bringing much deserved recognition to Johnston County!  

A True “Community” Garden 
Previously, we reported on the amazing growth of the Clayton Community Garden in 
Johnston County.  The new year is a good time to report on recent accompliments.   As 
the success of the garden grows, so does the participation 
of community groups beyond our own EMGVs.   Volunteers 
and contributors now include local corporate business volun-
teers, students, local girl scout troop members, church volunteers, and even court  mandated community service volunteers, mak-
ing this truly a Community Garden! 
 
The Garden is partially maintained through the Vegetable Gardening A-Z course taught at the Community Center by EMGV and 
Garden Director, Roy Lewis.  Inspired by his dedication and leadership, students funded and installed a seven-foot deer fence.  The 
A-Z course covers topics including, Square Foot Gardening, Composting, Soils, Organics Pesticides and so much more.   “In the 
Garden” sessions provide hands-on experiences for enrolled students.   In addition, Roy offers special educational opportunities at 
the Garden to many community groups.    
 
The girl scout troop is has started a tire container garden and bottle cap art project.   A Container and Children’s Garden was add-
ed.  Using EMGV funds and community donations, volunteers installed a 9X13 cold frame hoop house.  The EMG volunteers had 
also started a perennial garden at the new entrance featuring a beautiful pergola and gate!   Watch for more updates on how our 
Clayton Community Garden is growing in Johnston County! 

Johnston County Master Gardener of the Year, Brenda Clayton! 

mailto:angie_faison@ncsu.edu
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Continued, Southeast District 

Pender County-Submitted by Nancy Heide 
 
New EMGV Class  
The 2016 EMGV class has 18 students.  The students are very interested in the materials and are involved in class discussions. 
They are using the “old” annual Extension Gardener Handbook for which there have been several positive comments.. Agriculture 
agent Tim Mathews incorporates hands-on activities and uses audience response technology to keep participants engaged.  His 
hope is that the group is as active as the 2015 class has been.  Tim stated, “Our EMG volunteers here in Pender County do a great 
job and are ready to serve our local communities.  I am very fortunate to work with such dedicated volunteers.” 

 
Lisa Speaks  

Lisa Sanderson, Extension MG State Coordinator, was the speaker at the January MGA meeting.  Her presentation, “Heirloom Veg-
etables for Your Garden”, was very interesting and informative.   

 
Plant Sale  
Preparations for the Spring Plant Sale are underway.  Committees and chairs have been chosen.  We will offer for sale a varied 
collection of vegetables, annuals and perennials for spring planting.  The “Home Grown” offerings are being expanded to include 
more varieties of vegetables and plants grown by EMGs.  As always, Nancy Parra-Ash will have Ash Japanese Maples for sale.     
 

School Outreach 
School Outreach programs continue to educate elementary students throughout the county. In the spring we will explain that we eat 

the top part of some vegetables, and we eat the bottom of others - lettuce is the top, and carrots are the bottom.  A favorite lesson is 

about composting, when the children play with live worms. To integrate these lessons the students will plant potatoes in the garden 

at their schools.   

Wayne County-Submitted by Brenda Carter 
 
Join the NCEMGVA 
Happy New Year!! Just want to take a minute and tell everyone that if you are not a member of the Association at the State level, 
please join us. Your membership at the local level is very important but your support is greatly needed at the State level as well. 
What is the State level you ask? We are members of each county that have been formed to make sure that we support and are sup-
ported by the Extension. We depend on them and they depend on us for the very best information with which to educate the public. 
If you don’t understand about the Association please ask your Delegate or Extension Agent. Consider hosting one of the quarterly 
board meetings or maybe helping host a conference with a neighboring county. Make it a New Year’s resolution to join our NCE-
MGVA.  Applications can be found at http.www.ncemgva.org 
 

Christmas Tree Farm 
In December our MG group visited a local Christmas tree farm. They made wreaths, swags, and garlands.  It was very interesting to 

say the least. 

 

Visit to Spice Bouquet 

Spice Bouquet a spice company in Kinston that has cooking classes and 

teaches how to cook with herbs and spices. They serve a delicious meal of 

what was prepared during the class. They emphasize healthy cooking and 

eating, and you receive a certificate. We held our Christmas party there and it 

was enjoyed by everyone. You can also buy spices and herbs. This was quite 

a treat for all 

Awards Banquet 
On January 14, 2016 our Awards Banquet was held. It was a wonderful ban-

quet with members providing a covered dish meal. The food was awesome. 

We have some great cooks and gardeners. January has gotten off very well 

and the committees are working hard making plans for the year. Where 

does the time go?   

 

 

Wayne County Extension Master Gardeners at Spice Bou-

quet. 

                 Awards Banquet 

WAYNE COUNTY 

http://ncmgva.camp8.org/
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Continued, Southeast District 

Speaker 
We had excellent  speaker on ants. Thought I knew a little bit, but she was very informative. That’s why I love being a MG!  So 
much to learn! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Wilson County-Submitted by Carroll Gaissert 

 

Heritage Garden 

This fall, the Heritage Garden was planted in a quilt pattern with cool-season heirloom edibles 

and it has been a great success. Our goal was to show garden visitors what kinds of vegetables 

can be grown in cooler temperatures. Recent hard frosts have wiped out some of the more deli-

cate plants, but many others are soldiering 

on through sleet, snow and ice. Stay 

tuned for our replanting of warm-season 

vegetables in late April. 

Wilson Winter Lights 

The second annual Wilson Winter Lights 

display was a great success, despite hav-

ing been rained out on one of the five 

nights. Over 2,500 people toured the Chil-

dren’s Secret Garden which was illuminat-

ed by thousands of lights and fun dis-

plays. The kids enjoyed talking to Santa 

and Mrs. Claus in the Treehouse. Families 

enjoyed the opportunity to take “selfies” in 

the photo area and to warm up with hot 

chocolate and cookies.  

With a net profit of over $20,500,  

this was our most successful fundraiser yet. 

 

 

 

STEM Garden 

Thanks in part to the $1,000 Competitive Grant 

received at the NCEMGVA Conference, work has 

begun on our newest garden, the STEM Garden. 

Sidewalks are being put in and planting will soon 

begin! 

 

 

 

 

Plant Sale 

Our next major event will be our annual plant sale, scheduled this year 

for April 16.  Everyone is busy potting up plants to get them ready for the 

sale. 

 

Wilson County 

WILSON WINTER LIGHTS 

            Heritage Garden 

Speaker: Dr. Eleanor Spicer 

Rice, Senior Editor at Ver-

dant Word.   

        DID YOU KNOW 

"Southern culture with a 

focus on the arts" in its 

many forms thrives in Wil-

son, the home of the inter-

nationally known folk artist 

Vollis Simpson and his 

elaborate "Whirligigs." The 

Wilson Whirligig Festival 

was selected as a Top 20 

event by the Southeast 

Tourism Society. The Fes-

tival is held downtown the 

first weekend in Novem-

ber. Art studios, galleries 

and over 250 active art-

ists, including potters, jew-

elry makers, and crafts-

men are a large part of our 

community. 
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Continued, Southeast District 

Onslow County-Submitted by Marge Waslicki 
 

Awards! 
In 2015 the Onslow County MGVs  provided over 4,815 hours of service to our community and a lifetime total of 46,340 hours of 
service to Onslow County. This couldn’t be accomplished without the help of dedicated volunteers. 
 
This year Teri Welch was recognized as the Master Gardener Volunteer of the Year.  She has been active with the group since 
she graduated from the Master Gardener Class in 2013.  In addition to being active in our Plant Clinic and a member of the 
board, Teri is also the chairman of our Public Events Committee.  She coordinates our public events, recruits volunteers, and 
sees to it that everyone has what they need to make an event successful.  Teri is one of the reasons why we were able to reach 
over 2,300 people during our public events in 2015.  Her smiling face and enthusiasm about being a Master Gardener is obvious 
to anyone who meets her. 
 
Our Discovery Garden, a 4-acre teaching garden, is a work in progress and will serve as an education and outreach tool for the 
MGVs.  Gary Gerard was recognized as the Discover Garden Volunteer of the Year.  Gary can be found at the Garden every 
Wednesday morning functioning as the mainstay of the work crew, mulching, weeding, building, hauling, and maintaining equip-
ment.  In addition Gary works in the Plant Clinic on Fridays answering questions for clients.  And this year Gary branched out, 
teaching a class on Equipment Maintenance and Repair that got rave reviews. 
 
Also recognized for their service to the community were Rebecca Ingram for 2000 hours and Tom Nichols for 3000 hours of ser-
vice. 
 
Congratulations and thanks to both Teri and Gary and all the MGVs for the work you do for the community. 
 

Classes 

Our 2016 Master Gardener course will begin March 7 and run through May 11.  Classes will normally be taught Monday and 
Wednesday mornings from 9:00 AM till noon and will include 
field trips. Class participants learn about a wide variety of gardening subjects including vegetables, fruits, lawn grasses, shrubs, 
flowers, and trees.  The training focuses on developing diagnostic skills for insects and diseases of plants.  Classes are also giv-
en on landscaping for water quality, soils, composting, propagation, wildlife control and more. 
 
Extension Agent, Lisa Rayburn is easy to please.  Just send her a load of mulch! 

 
Gardening Series 

Our Spring Edible Gardening Series will begin February 8 with Vegetable Gardening 101.  Learn the basics of vegetable garden-
ing, soil testing, fertilizing, what to plant and when, planting techniques, crop rotation and more. 
 

On February 15 Unlocking the Secrets of Seeds will help you learn how to choose and start vegetables from seed.  Learn what 

varieties will grow well in your garden.  If you want to grow fruit for your family. the Good Fruits for Onslow County is the class to 

attend to learn what grows well in the area, what doesn’t, and how to grow fruit successfully.  This class will be held on February 

22.  Lastly, on February 29 there will be an opportunity to learn how to grow and preserve herbs for use throughout the year in the 

Growing and Preserving Herbs class.  Each of the Edible Gardening Series classes will be held on Saturdays at the Onslow 

County Cooperative Extension Office at 4024 Richlands Highway in Jacksonville.   

 

Grant 

A grant of $3,240 was received from the Lovett Foundation and will go toward the purchase of mulch and compost for the Discov-

ery Gardens.  Thanks to the Brockport Research Institute for their successful efforts in writing the grants for the Discovery Gar-

dens. 

DID YOU KNOW 

To use the wood as a soil amendment, the wood 

should be completely composted, with a dark, crum-

bly and uniform texture with no recognizable pieces 

of wood or other materials. Fresh wood mulch ties up 

nitrogen as it starts to decompose, although it will 

eventually become a source of nitrogen itself, so it 

should be aged before applying it around shallow-

rooted, young plants. 
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West District 
Betty Lockwood District Reporter  
Avery,  Buncombe, Burke, Caldwell,  Cherokee, Clay, Cleveland, Eastern Band Cherokee Indians, Graham 

Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, Polk, Rutherford, Swain,  

Transylvania, Watauga, Yancy. 

 

 
Buncombe County-Submitted by Deborah Green 

Office Move 
After 15 years in our downtown Asheville location, the county need-
ed our space and relocated us to the northwestern portion of the 
county. As with all such changes, the new location offers both chal-
lenges and great opportunities! Finally, after years of wishing for 
outdoor learning/teaching space, we have a sizeable parcel of 
ground. We share this space with an organization with some similar 
goals: the Buncombe County Soil and Water Conservation Depart-
ment.  
Our new address is: 49 Mount Carmel Road, Asheville, NC 28806. 

 
Annual EMGV Recognition Event 
After another great year where Buncombe County EMGVs recorded 
over 9600 volunteer hours and over 58,000 face-to-face and elec-
tronic contacts, our Annual Recognition Event was held after our 
holiday potluck on December 3. Twenty-six volunteers were recog-
nized for milestones in years of service and career volunteer hours, 38 EMGVs were recognized for volunteering 100 or more 
hours in 2015, and the 20 member Class of 2015 received EMGV certification. In addition, four very deserving EMGVs received 
special recognition: Laura Fine, for her outstanding work as Social chair for the past six years; our Muddy Boots Award to Mary 
Koppenheffer for hard work and success in the area of Publicity; the New Sprout Award to Lyndall Noyes-Brownell for her contribu-
tions as a member of the new class, and the Volunteer of the Year Award to Marilyn Lonon. In 2015, Marilyn served as Co-chair for 
the Plant Sale and Assistant Chair for Gardens and Education for the Garden Tour. Whether answering questions from callers, 
working in a Community Garden, helping with the Regional Symposium, Plant Sale, or Garden Tour, Marilyn is the epitome of a 
great EMGV. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Buncombe County Volunteer of the Year Marilyn Lonon  
receiving her award from Extension Agent Alison Arnold 

 

New Learning Opportunities 

 We have added book discussions as a Continuing Education opportunity for our volunteers. EMGVs suggest research-based 
books for approval by our Agent. Reading the featured book and participating in a 1-½ hour discussion counts as 3 hours of CE. 
Featured titles included Jeff Gillman’s “The Truth About Organic Gardening: Benefits, Drawbacks, and the Bottom Line” and Linda 
Chalker-Scott’s “How Plants Work: The Science Behind the Amazing Things Plants Do.” 

 
The home gardener is part scientist, part artist, part philosopher, part plowman.  

He modifies the climate around his home. 
- John R. Whiting 

                 Buncombe County EMGV Class of 2015 

 

mailto:betty.lockwood0927@gmail.com
mailto:bettylockwood0927@gmail.com?subject=email
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Continued, West District 

Burke County-Submitted by Ed Morse 

Community Garden Work 

The Burke County Master Gardeners were busy in October wrapping 

up work on the community garden fencing and raised beds at the Ex-

tension office along with weeding and planning for landscaping.  The 

Association was involved in planning with the Joara Foundation for the 

raised beds at the Joara facilities in Morganton.  Also planning oc-

curred for Habitat for Humanity gardens to be implemented in 2016 

with a grant received by Habitat.  Members continued to bring in plastic 

bottle caps to benefit the NC School for the Deaf in Morganton. The 

October meeting program was provided by Association members on 

navigating the Association website and the NCSUgarden.com website 

with an emphasis on reporting volunteer hours. 

Extension Plantings 

November involved final work on the community gardens and the landscaping at the Extension office where new shrubs were plant-

ed.  The irrigation systems at Joara and a Habitat for Humanity site were winterized.  The November meeting included the election 

of officers for 2016 and approval of the 2016 budget.  The pro-

gram was a wreath-making and decorating workshop. 

December Meeting 

December’s meeting was the annual feast to celebrate the holiday 

season.  Members, spouses and past members gathered to enjoy 

lots of good food and fellowship.  Representatives from the Marine 

Corps Reserve local chapter were on hand again to receive toys 

and donations from the Association members for the Burke Coun-

ty Toys-for-Tots program. 

 
 
Cleveland County-Submitted by Cindy Cabaniss 

 
 
 
 
Hello from icy, snowy Cleveland County! I’m guessing 
most MGV’s are dreaming of spring. We started out the 
month of October with the conclusion of the Cleveland 
County Fair, which meant we had to “tear down” our 
information booth and revolving wheel. It’s amazing 
how much faster the “tear down” is. See photos for a 
couple of the areas on the 
wheel.  
 
            Images from the Cleveland County Fair  

Planting New Schrubs 

 

La Bastide des Lavandes  
Later in October, several MGV’s, including my-
self, toured La Bastide des Lavandes in York, 
SC. What an awesome place! Chris and his wife 
Jackie have transformed a nine acre plot of land 
into a home and garden that could be mistaken 
for the south of France. Plants more often associated with the Mediterra-
nean thrive in abundance - including 22+ types of lavender, various rose-
mary, salvias, Italian cypress, totaling more than 3000 in all. This 4+ hour 
tour was excellent in addition to being very educational. Many of us are 
planning on returning this spring for another tour. I know I am!  
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Continued, West District 

Henderson County-Submitted by Betty Lockwood 

At the time of writing, residents of Henderson County are finally digging out from the foot of snow that fell over the weekend. This 
means it is time to curl up by the fire with a hot drink and a stack of seed catalogs and make plans for the year to come.  

2015 Awards Banquet 
 Our 2015 annual awards banquet was held in early November. This was a festive evening, organized by Extension Agent Kerrie 
Roach and Advisory Team Coordinator Paula Snyder and was enjoyed by all who attended.  The eleven members of the intern 
class of 2015 received their certificates and name tags. Pins were given out for years of service and lifetime volunteer hours – in-
cluding 2,000 hours to Betty Lockwood and 4,000 hours to Joellen Johnson. Certificates were given to all those who had performed 
over 100 hours of volunteer service during the year (the county average was 88 hours per EMGV). The two peer-voted awards 
were given out; the Shining Seedling award to a member of the new 
intern class went to Linda Hansma and the Seasoned Sapling award 
to Deborah Daniel. There were wonderful door prizes for everyone 
and we were treated to an interesting presentation by recently re-
tired Polk County Extension Director, John Vining.  

 

            Members of Henderson County Class of 2015  

 

Deborah Daniel receiving the Seasoned Sapling award from 

Extension Agent Kerrie Roach 

 

Joellen Johnson receiving her 4,000 hour award  from Exten-

sion Agent Kerrie Roach  

 

Linda Hansma receiving the Shining Seedling award from  

          Extension Agent Kerrie Roach 

Bullington Gardens Sale 
Each year, Bullington Gardens holds a December sale featuring 
Christmas trees, a large selection of hand-crafted wreaths and 
swags, seasonal flowering plants and 
hand-made botanically themed deco-
rations. This year’ sale exceeded all 
expectations both in the beauty and 
variety of the items available and the 
money raised for Bullington’s pro-
grams. The sale was coordinated by 
EMGV Deborah Daniel.  
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Continued, West District 

Plans for 2016 
This coming year we will not be having an intern Master Gardener class, but will instead concentrate on strengthening our or-
ganization, and on continuing education. It was voted to allot a sum of money to each of the three gardens we support – Bulling-
ton Gardens, the gardens at Flat Rock Playhouse and Bountiful Harvest Community Garden. EMGV’s from each garden are 
deciding on a project, then drawing up plans and materials lists for something they would like to have accomplished this year. 
Once the plans have been approved, “All hands in the garden” work days will be scheduled to provide the necessary labor to 
complete the project. In addition to accomplishing something that might not otherwise be possible, it will give us all a chance to 
work in different locations and with a variety people we might otherwise only see at meetings and social functions.  

Polk County-Submitted by Jackie Weedon 

The Foothills Association of Master Gardeners, serving Polk County and northern Spar-
tanburg County, SC, met for its quarterly educational session in November. The event, 
open to the public, featured member Jean Boles, who gave an entertaining and informa-
tive lecture called “Demystifying Pruning.”  

 
Calendar of Events 

MARCH 

March 3rd Successful Gardener– Backyard Habitates 

Butterfly/Pollinator Gardens. 

March 5th  Guilford Horticulture Society Symposium  

 

March 5th  Fayetteville Camellia Club 70th Annual Camellia Show 

www.fayettevillecamelliaclub.org 

March 17th 10:00 am Designing the Special Needs Garden class at the 

Cooperative Extension Center, 3309 Burlington Rd., Greensboro, NC 27405. 

Open to the public, call to register 336-641-2400 

March 19th  Backyard Gardening: Big Ideas for Smaller Gardens  

kerrlakemg@gmail.com  
 

March  26th 9th Annual NENC Daffodil  Show, will be held Saturday 

at the Currituck County Extension Office, displaying award winning daffodil 

varieties from individuals far and wide. 

APRIL 
 
April 2nd Dirham NC– Duke Gardens Spring Plant Sale– 9am-noon 
Join Friends of Duke Gardens and shop at a preview sale from 
April 4-6 pm Friday 4/1   https://www.gifts.duke.edu/gardens-membership 
 
April 9th Heritage Festival 
2016 UNION COUNTY ~ Heritage Festival        
Saturday, April 9, 2016, 9am to 5pm                      
8am: Wild Turkey 5K Trail Run/Walk!      
Sunday, April 10, 2016, 11am to 4pm     
The Union County Agricultural Center, 3230 Presson Road, Monroe, NC  
 
April 16th Family Gardening Day– Games, Garden tours, and gardening 
information for the whole family.  10 am till 2 pm in the Demo Garden at 3309 
Burlington Road in Greensboro. 
 
April 16-19th Spring Plant Sale at Tanglewood Gardens,Clemmons 
Free Garden related workshops at 11 am on these dates! 
April 18 Square Foot Gardening. 
Saturday April 16 (8am—1pm) Sunday April 17 (1pm—4pm)            
Monday April 18 and Tuesday April 19  10am—1pm 
April 19 Annuals and Tender Perennials 

For more information and registration for these programs, please call Forsyth 

Cooperative Extension at  336.703.2850. 

 

April  30th  Johnston County Plant and Garden Gear Sale, 

Clayton County Community Center  8am till noon.  See Events Calendar on 

the NCEMGVA  website for more details. 

 

May 

 

May 6th thru the 7th  Passalong Plant Sale or Master 

Gardeners Pass-along Plant  Sale in Guilford County with a 

dozen new ferns, half of which are Natives, and 3 great Hos-

tas. Visit  our  Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?

set=a.385981104936203.1073741830.381816062019374&t

ype=3 

May 14th The ABC’s of Gardening” is the theme for our 14th 

annual Coastal Gardening Festival on May 14, 2016 at the 

Thomas A. Baum Senior Center in Kill Devil Hills.   

  For more information call the Dare NC Cooperative Exten-

sion at 252-473-4290 or visit us on Facebook “Dare County 

Master Gardeners”. 
 

May 26th Greensboro  10 am  Plantings for Fragrance 

Cooperative Extension Center, 3309 Burlington Rd. Greens-

boro. Open to the Public.  Call to register 

336-641-2400. 

 

June 

 

June 4-5th  Lexington– 12th Annual Master Gardener Gar-

den Tour.  Saturday 10 am till 4 pm.  Sunday 1-5 pm 

5 private gardens.  Great ideas about gardening in small 

spaces.  Call 336-210-5365. 

Visit our Facebook Page   

https://www.facebook.com/mgofdc/ 

 

 

http://www.fayettevillecamelliaclub.org/
https://www.gifts.duke.edu/gardens-membership
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.385981104936203.1073741830.381816062019374&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.385981104936203.1073741830.381816062019374&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.385981104936203.1073741830.381816062019374&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/mgofdc/
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Mary Conroy 

204 S. Cliffdale Drive 

Winston Salem, NC  27104 

 

 


