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NORTH CAROLINA EXTENSION MASTER GARDENER 
VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION  

H e l p i n g N o r t h C a r o l i n a G r o w 

President’s Message 

Winter Greetings!  At the beginning of one week, I had 9” of snow on the ground.  By the 
end of that week, the A/C was on in the truck!  Ah, North Carolina weather is such fun! 

EXCITING NEWS!  The 2018 NCEMGVA bi-annual conference will be at the Greenville 
Convention Center in Pitt County.  Everything is in one complex; you can park your car at 
no charge when you arrive and never move it!  More details are in the works and a 
planning committee is being formed.  If you would like to join in the excitement, please let 
us know!  There are plenty of planning opportunities for all.  No one county will be the 
“host”, but we are hopeful several of the local counties will aid in having interesting and 
educational activities, speakers, and vendors to showcase this great part of the 
state.  We’ll pass along more information as it becomes available and a link will be 
created at http://ncemgva.org 

For 2017, the North Carolina EMG College on the NCSU campus, June 7-9, is being 
coordinated by Lisa Sanderson.  While NCEMGVA as an Association has no part in the 
planning or implementation, several individual EMGVs are involved.  However, your 
Association will have a presence!  We’ll have a table featuring information about 
NCEMGVA and about the 2018 Conference, plus a few surprises!  

In response to those who do not want the experience of staying in a college dorm room 
(again!) for the event at NCSU, your Association has listened and responded.  We do not 
want this to be an obstacle to attending.  NCEMGVA has a block of rooms reserved at the 
Ramada Inn, 1520 Blue Ridge Road, Raleigh.  The rate for a single king or queen-queen 
(double) is only $76 + tax.  To reserve a room, call (919) 832-4100 and mention 
“NCEMGVA group” to ensure the special rate.  This offer is good until all rooms in the 
block are gone, or May 10 at the latest. 

The last news flash is the NCEMGVA Awards and Grants for 2017 are now open and 

posted on the website!  Because the state event is in June this year, the deadline for 
applications is APRIL 1st!  The State Conference in 2018 will be the next opportunity to 

apply for the Madeline Collier Landscape Garden Design Competition.  There are more 
details in another article in this newsletter.  Let’s have major competition for each and 
every award! Winners will be announced at the NCEMGVA business meeting in Raleigh 
on June 9th. 

If there was ever a word to describe Extension Master Gardeners it is Commitment, the 

fifth of the 7 C’s of Success.  All of you give freely of your time and talents.  The diversity 
of backgrounds and experiences of our membership is amazing.  However, we all have 
the same goal – to learn and to share.  As the saying goes, you will never work a day in 
your life if you love what you do.  And we, as Master Gardeners, love what we do!  The 
enthusiasm shines through when one talks about a project.  Each has passion, joy, love, 
and commitment.  Keep it up, EMGVs!  Take pride in the countless projects each of your 
counties shares with their communities.  Shout it from the rooftops!  Spread your 
commitment! 

Go forth with anticipation of a fruitful year, 
Edna 

Good news, bad news! 

Good News - There will be 

Almanac Gardener shows on 

UNC-TV this season! 

BAD NEWS - these are 

repeats. UNC-TV is reducing 

local programming and next 

year a magazine format 

program will be aired with 

gardening as one of its 

segments. We can still let 

them know of our displeasure. 

Here is contact information 

provided by Lucy Bradley: 

Brian Sickora, director, UNC-

TV, Email:  viewer@unctv.org 
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                            SHE’S DONE IT AGAIN!!  

 Mary Conroy has increased our visibility in Social Media!  

Thanks to Mary, there is now an NCEMVGA FaceBook Page!  

Find us, Like us, Follow us!!! 

http://ncmgva.camp8.org/
about:blank
mailto:viewer@unctv.org
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North Carolina Extension Master Gardener 

Program Update 

Submitted by Lisa Sanderson 

Happy New Year!  I write this as the temperature is 

supposed to be 70 degrees today, on the heels of winter 

weather earlier in the week!  Looking back at last year, 

one of the big weather impacts for many North 

Carolinians was Hurricane Matthew.  While many had 

extreme flooding and other impacts, this storm affected 

EMGVs personally and within the Extension offices.  

Many EMGVs stepped up to offer places to stay.  I am 

always in awe of the giving nature of EMGVs.  I wanted 

to bring attention to the EMGV Association in Lee 

County who wanted to support EMGVs who lost 

resources needed for community outreach.  The Lee 

County EMGVA connected with Lenoir County Extension 

which is currently in temporary space due to the flooding 

of their office.  Minda Daughtry, the Horticulture Agent in 

Lee County, visited with Peg Godwin, the Horticulture 

Agent in Lenoir County, about their losses.  The EMGVA 

in Lee County is working to provide support to EMGVs in 

Lenoir County.  I am, again, in awe of the giving nature 

of EMGVs and the Lee County EMGVA.  Thank you for 

all you do! 

 

On another note, this year brings our first North 

Carolina Extension Master Gardener College at NC 

State scheduled for June 8 – 11, 2017.  The NC EMG 

College Advisory Team has 

been working to plan an 

excellent event, with the theme, 

“Improving your Gardening GPA 

– Good Planting Advice.”  Tours 

and workshops on Thursday, 

June 8, include a visit to the Clayton Fruit Tree 

Demonstration Farm with Mike Parker, Tour of the 

Agroecology Farm and Compost/Vermicomposting 

Facility, Tour of Will Hooker and Jeana Myers garden, a 

full-day workshop on the newest Junior Master Gardener 

curriculum with Liz Driscoll, and more.  Friday, June 9, 

Keynote speakers include Bryce Lane who will open with 

a talk about the History of the Victory Gardens, Mary Jac 

Brennan on Edible Landscaping and Elsa Younstead on 

Native Pollinators.  On Saturday, June 10, there are over 

30 concurrent sessions to choose from given by EMGVs, 

NC State Specialists and Agents on a wide variety of 

topics sure to interest everyone.  There will be round 

table discussions with Howling Cow Ice Cream and a 

reception recognizing Milestone award winners from 

2016 at the J. C. Raulston Arboretum.  Registration will 

be online with the opportunity to renew your NCEMGVA 

dues.  You’ll be staying in Bowen Residence Hall (suite 

style), eating in Fountain Dining Hall and enjoying the 

NC State University campus with EMGVs from across 

the state!  Watch for more information and SAVE THE 

DATE for this exciting event.   I’ll be sending out a 

questionnaire within the week – watch for it!  You can 

email me at Lisa_Sanderson@ncsu.edu or call at 919-

515-1226 if you have questions! 

 

Also, one last thought – I need four EMGVs, or agents, 

to serve on the NC EMGV Endowment Advisory Team.  I 

need folks from the NE, NC, SC and Western Districts.  

If you will contact me at the number above if you are 

able to join us in person or by collaborate for the 

quarterly meetings.  Thanks! 

 

 

mailto:Lisa_Sanderson@ncsu.edu
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Kat Causey 

Awards and Grants Chair 

 

Do you know an outstanding Master Gardener 

volunteer-one who is always promoting our program, 

who is always there to help, and who has dedicated 

many hours to making our program better? The 

Outstanding Volunteer award represents an 

opportunity for North Carolina Master Gardeners to 

recognize their colleagues for extraordinary 

contributions to the Extension Master Gardener 

Program and Cooperative Extension. Nominations 

may be submitted by a county Master Gardener 

organization, by State Extension staff, or by an 

individual Master Gardener. Recipients are chosen by 

the NCEMGVA Awards Committee and the awards 

are presented at the annual Master Gardener 

conference held this year in early June 2017. 

 

The Extension Staff award is to recognize those 

County Directors, Horticultural or Agricultural Agents, 

or other staff within the North Carolina State 

Extension who have significantly contributed to the 

success of the Extension Master Gardener Volunteer 

Program. This service will generally be recognized at 

the end of their career as lifetime achievement.  It 

may also be as a result of a major event or change in 

their situation. Is your agent ready to retire or being 

promoted into another position and you think he/she 

is the best agent ever? Here is a way to tell everyone 

about this phenomenal person! 

 

The goal of the Competitive Grants Program is to 

enhance, supplement, and aid in improving the 

Master Gardener programs of North Carolina.  The 

Competitive Grants Program awards full or partial 

matching funds on a competitive basis to projects that 

further the goals of the association as well as the 

county and multi-county Master Gardener programs. 

The Competitive Grants Program is open to all North 

Carolina Master Gardener Programs but the grant 

must be filed by an NCEMGVA member. If you think 

that you have a winning project, get busy writing.  

 

Symposium Matching Grants aims to 

improve Extension Master Gardener education and 

training opportunities by encouraging regional 

symposia. If your county has hosted a symposium or 

intends to partner with another county to offer regional 

educational sessions, then this is the Grant for you to 

apply. 

 

Search for Excellence Application 2017- Do you have 

a project that reflects outstanding leadership and 

service within your program?  An exceptional project 

that demonstrates how a group effort resulted in 

significant learning?  Saturday, April 1, 2017 is the 

deadline to submit applications. Consider your 

children's project, your demo garden or community 

garden! There is money out there for this Award! 

 

Madeline Collier Landscape Garden Design 

Competition will not be open this year for judging. But 

keep your ideas in mind and get ready for the 

competition to begin next year for the 2018 Extension 

Master Gardener Conference in June. 

 

Let's get busy telling everyone else in the state what 

you do that is unique. 

 

 

 “What a man knows hardly matters. 

It is what he does.”  

― Gene Wolfe, The Wizard 
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Northeast District - Anne Pierce, District Reporter 

 

Dare County submitted by Chris Stadther 

Appreciation Dinner 

The Dare Extension Master Gardeners’ Appreciation dinner held in November was a great success.  We 

enjoyed a fabulous dinner, and honored the numerous Master Gardeners for their volunteer service.  A 

new Board of Directors for the Dare Master Gardener Volunteer Association was elected. 

 

 

 

 

Centerpiece Fund Raiser 

Our last fund-raiser of the year is an event many of the Master Gardeners really enjoy.  About 100 

centerpieces were created by the Master Gardeners in one day.  Each year these centerpieces get 

more beautiful and creative.  People not only bought one for themselves but also as a gift.   

 

Speakers Bureau 

The Speakers Bureau begins their Library-Garden series on January 18 at the Fessenden Center in 

Buxton and the following day at the East Albemarle Regional library in Kill Devil Hills.  Last year the Speakers Bureau delivered these 

free gardening presentations to 300 people.  For a schedule of presentations go to our Face book page “Dare County Master 

Gardeners”. 

Coastal Gardening Festival 

Our 15th annual Coastal Gardening Festival theme this year is “Plant and They will Come” focusing on using plants that attract 

pollinators to your yard.  The Festival will be held on May 20,2017 from 9:30 am to 2:30 pm at the Thomas A. Baum Senior center in Kill 

Devil Hills.  Many of the Master Gardeners have started propagating plants for our plant sale and developing educational displays and 

handouts for the visitors.  For more information, call the Dare County NC State Extension office at 252-473-4290 or visit us on 

Facebook. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nash County Submitted by Anne Pierce 

 

Nash County Arboretum 

Nash County EMG’s have been busy this past fall with projects centered on bringing the citizens of Nash County to the Arboretum for 
educational events. In September, we hosted a Day in the Arboretum which focused attention on the many different gardens within the 
arboretum and exposed participants to learning opportunities within each area.  Beautiful weather boosted the attendance and we were 
all tired and satisfied at the end of the day.  

 

Wreath Workshop 

Our annual wreath making workshop was once again very well attended and some beautiful wreaths adorned the doors of many Nash 
county homes this Christmas. Many thanks to all the help from so many experienced EMG’s who worked diligently to find and gather 
the necessary greenery and help with the different groups who attended the sessions. 

 

Mary Stoudt & Rhana Paris for 

20 years of volunteer service 
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Annual Awards 

In December, our group met to celebrate Christmas and were treated to a lovely 
party and award reception. Nash County EMG’s received recognition for 250, 500 
and 1000 hours and for 5, 10 and 15 years given in service to Nash County through 
the EMG program. Congratulations to everyone who achieved such admirable 
awards! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carol Wright and Sonny and Marian Haney were honored for 1000 hours of service 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pasquotank County Submitted by Bette Lou Campbell 
   
Decorating with Natural Materials Workshop:   Hurricane Matthew affected us in ways we 
could never have anticipated.  Our much publicized and highly anticipated Natural Materials 
presentation was canceled due to the need, by FEMA, for use of the Pasquotank Co. 
Extension Service building, in order to handle client cases.  Much planning, enthusiasm and 
creative effort went into various projects.  We hope to rebound and hold the demonstration 
sometime this fall.            
Elizabeth City Downtown, Inc.:    
EMGV, Jane Elfring, lent her MG knowledge, while working with other community volunteers 
to spruce up the hanging planter baskets, all to beautify Elizabeth City’s downtown streets.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annual Christmas Dinner and Pinning:    

Delicious food, good friends, games and gift 
exchanges were enjoyed by the EMGV’s!  The 
PCEMGV’s congratulated and welcomed newest 
MG, Jane Efring, as her husband, Frank, pinned 
on her badge!                     
 
 
 
 
  
  
Foreman House Demonstration Learning Garden:    

Soil conditioning of the garden beds continues.  Soon, the committee will begin plans for spring 
plantings.  As always, each new spring brings renewed enthusiasm for growing and testing new 
vegetables in the garden.          
       
Change of Officers:    
Leading off our first business meeting of the New Year 2017, Pasquotank County Executive Director, 
Ellen Owens, assisted in establishing new leadership within our group.  An innovative approach is being 
tried for the first time.  Three EMGV’s offered to Chair, for one year, each taking a four month interval, to 
cover the entire year.  We look forward to testing this plan!  Our Treasurer will remain in place as will our 
recording Secretary 
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Pitt County Submitted by Mary Jo Larkin 

Holiday Wreath Making Workshop 

On December First greens were everywhere in our kitchen. EMGS had cut pine, cedar, holly from all over our arboretum to bring in for 

two workshop sessions.  Each group of fifteen worked with the supervision of EMGs to   make their own creations to celebrate the 

season.  Lots of creative juices added to serious laughter made a happy showing of original art at the end of class.   

Tony Avent to Address Pitt County Fundraiser 

Just when winter is getting too long to stay inside, we scheduled a garden professional to cheer us up and set us straight with new 

ideas.  This year on January 28, we welcomed Tony Avent of Plant Delights Nursery. His topic is the Seasonal Garden and we looked 

forward to his particular slant on what is and what isn’t proper for planning a garden for Spring, Summer, Winter and Fall.  Tickets were 

available for the public while breakfast was provided.   

Council on Aging 

The Council on Aging and EMGs are collaborating on square foot gardening for Seniors.  Six counter height beds were set up and 

every Tuesday and Thursday, Seniors work there with the EMGs.  The gardeners all report they are learning a lot and eating better 

while having a lot of fun together. 

Pitt County Fair 

Once again judges for the flower and vegetable sections at our county’s fair were EMGs. In the hot days of October, six of us had the 

pleasure of examining the beauties of Pitt County gardens.  Each entry was special and the judging went well. 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wake County submitted by Catherine Burton 
  
  

The Seed to Supper program continues, providing introductory vegetable 
garden training to Raleigh residents wanting to improve access to fresh, 
affordable food.  This program is a cooperative effort with the Inter-Faith 
Food Shuttle and Alliance Ministry.  Wake EMG’s Carla Berryann, Robin 
Baumgart, Karen Damari, Cathrine Evans, Pat Korpik, Susan Pittman and 
Rich Woynicz all taught these low-cost classes, and a reunion was also held 
for previous graduates of the program.  There were 39 participants in the 
three, five week classes.  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 

  Rich Woynicz instructing in the Seed to Supper program  
  
  
Cris Clemons is leading the effort to partnership with Healing Transitions on a community vegetable garden.  Healing Transitions 
provides a peer-based recovery oriented program to homeless and underserved individuals with addiction issues.  Many residents who 
struggle with addiction also lack reliable access to affordable healthy food. Through this program,  over 1700 lbs of produce have been 
harvested during 2016 in the garden at the men’s center for preparation in their kitchen.  Four resident caretakers tend the garden (as 
well as others), learning skills and gardening techniques - one of them has now determined they’d like to work in this area for 
a livelihood after program completion!  The garden has been so well-received by the men’s Healing Transition center that Extension is 
planning to develop a vegetable garden at the women's center in 2017. Extension hopes to expand educational opportunities in both 
centers to support the rigorous treatment regime, to provide healthy food, and to teach gardening and record-keeping skills.   
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 Wake County gardeners showing off produce from the Healing Transitions garden (Wake EMGs: Lara Ivanitch, Chris Wagner, Cindy 
Hamrick, Cris Clemons)  
  
  
Wake County EMG’s continue to provide a full program of lectures during the year at the JC Raulston Arboretum!  This year’s topics so 
far include:  Late Summer Veggie Gardens, Spring Veggie Gardens, Therapeutic Horticulture, Geology and Wildflowers, Pollinator 
Gardens, Composting Lecture.  The 2016 program included 9 topics at $5 cost to nonmembers, and free to members.  
 

 Many significant awards were handed out at the December luncheon meeting;  a most significant 
one - a 25 year pin for Cindy Sanborn!  Wow!  Also, Edna Gaston, State association president, 
joined us at the meeting to pass out two awards (Outstanding Master Gardener 2016 Volunteer 
award to Wayne Carlson, and ‘Queen of Silent Auctions’ award to Louise Romanov).  Her 
presentation and remarks inspired a number of joiners and renewals!  Thanks, Edna.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Cindy Sanborn, Wake County EMG for 25 years  
 
 The current training class concludes in January 2017.  There were 35 participants in the program resulting in additional support and 
enthusiasm for gardening and its benefits in Wake County.  Congratulations to all those who completed this class! 

 

 

In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt. 

-- Margaret Atwood 
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SE District Report, Spring 2017 Issue:  ; District Reporter Margery Pearl 

 
Counties included: Brunswick, Carteret, Craven, Johnston, Onslow, Wayne, 
and Wilson 
 

 
Brunswick County – Submitted by Mary T. Dixon 

 

 
Master Gardener Community Outreach 
Reaching into the far corners of Brunswick County, Master Gardeners are making a difference in their communities!  
 

 
House Calls 
Do you have a gardening problem you cannot solve?  Would you like a team of certified Master Gardener experts to make a visit and 

help you figure out how to deal with it?  House Call Master Gardener teams are volunteer 
Master Gardeners who have completed their course work at NCSU Extension Services and 
are experienced gardeners.  After you identify specific issues or concerns, call to schedule a 
House Call.  Master Gardeners will accompany you on a one-hour tour of your garden to 
observe, assess and answer questions.  They will examine your lawn and garden for 
problems you may not see.  After the visit, you will receive a detailed report on the team’s 
observations and suggestions on how to achieve your goals for your landscape.  A $50 
donation is requested, but any level of contribution is appreciated.  All proceeds go directly 
into the maintenance and enhancement of the Brunswick County Botanical Gardens in 
Bolivia, N.C. 
 

 

 
A Day in the Yard  
This is a unique horticulture class for Brunswick County residents.  The class meets once a 
week for 6 weeks, each week covering a different topic such as Lawn and Irrigation, Soil 
and Fertilization, Woody Ornamentals and Pruning, Annuals Bulbs and Perennials, Insects 
and Disease, and Vegetables.  Classes are taught by Master Gardener Volunteers.  The 
cost of the class is $75.00 with proceeds going to the Brunswick County Master Gardener 
Volunteer Association.  The course is offered to people interested in learning more about 
maintaining their yard and garden but are not able to commit to the full responsibilities of 
becoming a Master Gardener. 
 

 

 

 
Native Plant Seminar 
In connection with our Spring Native Plant Sale, Master Gardeners conduct a half-day seminar where audiences learn all about how to 
incorporate native plants into their landscapes.  There is no charge for the seminar, but it is limited to the first 120 people who pre-
registered.  In a festival atmosphere, the seminar is conducted primarily outdoors in the Brunswick Botanical Gardens where Native 
Plants were for sale to take home that day. 

 

 
Hickman Crossroads Library 
There is not a more active community center anywhere than Hickman Crossroads Library.  Every Tuesday from March through 
October, a team of Master Gardeners greet local residents who have an array of questions about their lawns, shrubs, trees and 
vegetable gardens.  They may bring in a branch, flower or leaf for identification.  They may bring a bug, insect eggs, or other evidence 
of damage for identification.  Questions that Master Gardeners cannot answer are referred to the Horticulture Agent or Master Gardener 
Coordinator. 
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This team of Master Gardeners also maintains a landscape area at the Library entrance that 
includes flowers, vines, and even seasonal vegetables.  This project took 1st place in the state’s 
Search for Excellence Awards!  This is an ongoing program that evolves each year to the delight 
of the community and its active citizens.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Craven County: Submitted by Judi Lloyd 
 
“Growing to Feed More” is the Motto of the Food Bank 
Poverty is cyclical and affects 45 million Americans.  Probably none of us reading this column have ever experienced true poverty.  I 
don’t mean a lack of money and good food when you were in college or just starting your first job.  Most of us had families to help us 
through the truly tough times and to coax us to prosper in life.  But many do not have anyone successful in their lives to emulate, and 
thus the vicious cycle continues for generation after generation. 
 
To improve the health of low-income people and provide good nutritious food, the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina, a 
nonprofit organization, provides food for people at risk of hunger in 34 counties.  The Food Bank, established in 1980, serves a network 
of more than 800 partner agencies such as soup kitchens, food pantries, shelters, and programs for children and adults.  The New Bern 
branch, which has been opened for 6 years, handles 5 counties.  Before opening the New Bern Branch, people had to go to Greenville 
or Raleigh to pick up food.  
 

There has been a big change in food banks’ food sourcing efforts, increasing the 
Bank’s ability to distribute fresh produce and improve the nutritional content of the 
foods provided to families in need.  Produce fills the gap of not having enough 
canned goods.  
 
The New Bern Food Bank Vegetable Garden was established in the fall of 2010 
with five Craven County Master Gardener Volunteers.  Presently, there are 6-8 
volunteers who work at the garden.  Everyone who volunteers is involved in the 
planning and planting in the garden.  The goal has always been to provide quality 
produce for the Food Bank to distribute, and to provide education to anyone who 
comes to work in the garden or who comes to ask questions about growing 
vegetables. 
 

 
CCEMGV prepare raised beds (Craven County) 
 
Planning for the vegetable garden starts in January of each year when the group talks about what was planted, what worked and what 
vegetables could be added.  This discussion focuses on the spring/summer garden.  They meet again in August to focus on fall/winter 
plantings and preliminary planting for spring the following year.  In the spring, volunteers come to help put down landscape cloth, plant 
seeds, and place soaking hoses for watering.  In the fall, groups come to help with weeding and planting again.  Also, there are groups 
who come to help pick crops at certain times. The gardening group meet at the Food Bank Garden on Tuesdays at 9am.  
 
The Food Bank staff also provides recipes for the organizations who pick up the produce for individuals, so they can understand how to 
cook or use the particular produce.  The produce is weighed coming out of the garden.  This year 7,500 pounds of produce was 
harvested from the New Bern garden and distributed within 24 hours of harvest! 
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Preparing beds and walkways (Craven County)                                    Many hands make light work….and fun! (Craven County) 
 

 
Carteret County-Submitted by Marie Roberts 
 
As usual, I cannot believe you are reading the 2017 Spring Issue!  We have just had a COLD FRONT move through Carteret County, 
dumping snow and ice over the region.  Today, our high is 52 degrees and cloudy, with very little wind.  It’s very pleasant compared to 
what we have recently experienced.  Rain totals continue to mount with approximately 80 inches received in 2016, and 3 inches 
accumulated to date, January 16.  Our gardens have long been put to bed for Winter, but our CCEMGVA is still busy with other 
interests. 
 
Core Sound Waterfowl Museum 
 
Our EMGVs who work at the CSWM, Harkers Island, were invited to a Volunteer Appreciation Awards Dinner, Friday evening, January 
20th from 5:30 pm.  It’s an annual event and much enjoyed by those who volunteer at the Museum.  Early Spring through late Fall, our 
volunteers are: planting, pruning, weeding and mulching at the Butterfly Walk leading into their facility.  A Composting Area added a few 
years ago is kept fed and turned to provide mulch for the garden areas.  There is also an extensive Camellia and Azalea Garden 
bordering areas of the parking lot that is also maintained by our EMGVs. 
 
During each of our work days, we are welcomed by staff.  A break is provided by them in their facility with beverages sweet rolls, 
quiche, fruit, and more supplied.  We feel very at home and appreciate their welcoming demeanor. 
 
Annual Speaker’s Meeting 
Our Annual Speaker’s Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 01, 2017 at the Carteret County Civic Center.  Our speaker is 
Sam Marshall, Ag. Extension Agent from Brunswick County.  His topic will be Meadows and Alternate Lawns as they relate to Coastal 
soils.  Our event beings at 10:00 am, but our volunteers will be there early to greet guests, set up refreshments, and sell our gardening 
gloves.  We’ll also stay to put the meeting room back to the way we found it! 
 
Many CCEMGVs have already signed up to bake goodies for the meeting.  We usually have several tables setup for food of all 
types.  Coffee and water are also provided.  Many people come early to have their breakfast and to chat with our volunteers.  We 
usually have around 200 attendees.  This event is free to the public and is an important educational opportunity for us. 
 
Newport Community Garden 
The Town of Newport, a neighboring community, is planning a Community Garden called “Plant a Seed and GROW with it”.  The public 
can rent a 10x10 or a 10x20 plot to be planted, maintained and harvested by interested gardeners in the area. 
 
This project was presented at our last meeting.  Newport is interested in our help with what and where to plant.  They would also like to 
see our organization have a plot displaying what can be done in a small area.  Input will be received from our EMGVs. 
 
Greene County- Submitted by Roy Thagard, Greene County Extension Agent 
 
Greene County Community Garden Ready for Action in 2017 
Anyone who has managed a garden on a large scale knows the rigorous hours of manual work in the hot summer that is required to 
make the garden a success.  Yet, our determined group of EMGVs continue to work tirelessly to ensure this garden project continues to 
thrive for the community.   
 
Our community garden area is still new to us.  We are still learning how to manage the space in the most practical manner through our 
successes and failures over the last 3 years.  After attending a community garden training event, EMGV David Jones came away with a 
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wonderful idea to help manage walkways between our raised beds.  This winter 
we have collected piles of cardboard to lay along the walkways from local 
businesses Hardy Furniture and Appliances and Dollar General.  The Town of 
Snow Hill has helped us to collect the cardboard and delivered it to the 
site.  One of the community garden sponsors, Duke Energy, has agreed to help 
supply wood chips to lay on top of the cardboard to add to this walkway.  These 
materials will be laid on the walkways throughout the garden to help us manage 
the growth of the grass during the spring and summer months.  
 

 

 
Cardboard delivered for walkways (Greene County) 
 

One of our biggest needs is always to maintain consistent volunteers who will work in the community garden.  To work in the garden 
alone when weeds get away from us, the effort seems meaningless.  It took all of my effort to weed beds late last summer!  Yet, now 
that we have plans for this work day, we have received commitments from Duke Energy, Greene County Middle School, and all of our 
EMGVs to work together on this work day in the garden on Saturday, Feb. 25 to finish weeding beds and laying wood chips and 

cardboard.  We believe these volunteers will continue to help us plant, weed, and harvest 
throughout the season.  What a blessing to have a specific answer to our most critical need!   
 
The Greene County community garden will continue to provide harvested produce to its 
citizens through the Senior Center this year.   We also hope to have teaching times during 
the season for middle school students and community gardeners.  Thanks to our EMGVs 
and the volunteers of the community, we are optimistic this will be the best year yet!  
 

 
EMGV David Jones in the Community Garden (Greene County) 
 
Johnston County: Submitted by Griffin David Lockett 
 
A Year of Service and Accomplishments 
On December 5th, Marshall Warren, our Horticulture Agent, hosted and served as Master of Ceremonies for our Annual Christmas 
Awards Banquet at the Johnston County Agricultural Center.  The purposes of the event were to celebrate, recognize, and honor a year 
of service to our community through Master Gardener volunteerism.  
Marshall reported on some of the many accomplishments of our EMGVs in 2016:  
-The Gardeners Dirt, our informative newsletter had an increase in readership from 600 to over 900 in the past year. 
To receive a copy of “The Gardener’s Dirt,” send an email to mhwarren @ncsu.edu asking to be added to the mailing list!   
-We conducted 16 plant clinics throughout the county.   
-We had a very successful plant sale.  Great leadership, coordination, expansion of our customer base and a change of our location to 
the Clayton Community Center resulted in a 283% increase in profits over 2015.  
-Our volunteers were busy teaching students about gardening through scouting programs and in 4 county schools.   
Clayton Community Garden, under Director Roy Lewis, donated 5,700+ lbs of produce to Clayton Area Ministries. 
-Tiffany Whichard and her team of PAR volunteers provided 2,321 lbs. of produce to several county food programs.  
-Our total hours of service to our county were 7,430 hours.  
 
In addition to Marshall Warren, who was a stellar MC, Bryant Spivey, County Extension Director, provided welcoming remarks and 
expressions of gratitude for the many contributions EMGVs made in 2016.  Lisa Sanderson, Extension Master Gardener State 
Coordinator provided program updates. 

 
Lisa Sanderson, Extension Master Gardener State Coordinator Photo courtesy of Chris Alberti (Johnston County) 

about:blank
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NCEMGVA Outstanding Volunteer Award 
Edna Gaston, NCEMGVA President, attended our Awards Banquet and provided association updates. The Johnston County EMGV 
unit is ranked 13th, and climbing, of the 87 counties in the state with a Master Gardener group.  She also presented Roy Lewis with the 
Outstanding Volunteer Award and cited Roy’s enthusiastic leadership and participation at both the county and state levels.  It was a 
recognition for Roy, who continues to be a tireless worker for the NCEMGVA and the Clayton Community Garden.  The Community 
Garden volunteers provide food to the Clayton Area Ministries and conduct A-Z gardening classes. 
 

 
Edna Gaston, NCEMGVA President and Roy Lewis, NCEMGVA Outstanding Volunteer Award Recipient  
Photo courtesy of Chris Alberti  (Johnston County) 
 
Master Gardener Distinguished Service Award 
Marshall also provided volunteer service pins for various hours and categories of service.  Vicki Shore received the Master Gardener 
Distinguished Service Award.  In addition to her many years of service, she provided extensive and selfless work to make the 2016 
plant sale an unprecedented success. 

 
Marshall Warren, Johnston County Horticultural Agent and Vicki Shore 
Photo courtesy of Chris Alberti  (Johnston County) 
 
Master Gardener Volunteer of the Year 
Marshall presented the Master Gardener Volunteer of the Year Award to Gerry Brown who, along with Patty Brown, coordinated the 
plant clinics for 2016.  Gerry volunteered 932 hours in 2016 and is a tireless worker in the Clayton Community Garden. 
 

Onslow County- Submitted by Marge Waslicki 
 
January Meeting 
The highlight of the first 2017 meeting of the Onslow County EMGvs was the presentation of certificates and name tags to eleven 
interns of the 2016 class for completing their forty hours of service.  A few new EMGVs went over and above in their service.  Carole 
Keller put in an astonishing 428 hours, John Reintjes worked 208 hours, and Ebony Harrison contributed 103 hours.  The Master 
Gardeners achieving 100 hours were given coffee mugs.   Awards were given to Carole Keller and Mindy Rusch for contributing 250 
hours and Linwood Fordham received a 500 hour pin.  Three EMGVs  received 1000 hour pins:  Amy Borsay, Gary Gerard and Teri 
Welch. Thank you notes were given to eleven Master Gardeners for contributing more than 100 hours of service in one year. 
 
Tom Parker was named Discovery Gardens Volunteer of the Year.  Tom works tirelessly in the upkeep of the Gardens.  His 
commitment and way of working around obstacles, like missing equipment, wrong screws, etc. make him an ideal volunteer. 
 
The presentation of the Master Gardener Volunteer of the Year Award this year went to Carole Keller.  Carole stepped in wherever she 
saw a need.  Filing intake sheets, entering information into our database, working in the Plant Clinic and participating in the Growing 
Minds Project were just a few of her undertakings. 
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Master Gardener Volunteer of the Year, Carole Keller (left) 
with Lisa Rayburn  Horticultural Extension Agent, Onslow County 
 
Discovery Gardens 
As most people know, construction timelines and deadlines are very fluid and so it was for our Discovery Gardens.   The January 1st 
deadline passed and the Gardens are still a construction site.  However, the Summer House is a reality and concrete pathways are 
poured.  The contractors should be off site by February.  The Master Gardeners have until March 31 to plant 100 trees in keeping with 
the $4000 grant from the NC Legacy Tree Fund administered by the North Carolina Urban Tree Council.  As part of the grant 
requirements, EMGVs will hold a Carolina Canopy Class, bringing together speakers from NC State and ECU to discuss and 
demonstrate the proper methods of tree planting in a morning session, followed by actually planting trees in the afternoon.  The EMGVs 
are hoping to involve the community in the project and want to be able to offer proper instructions and advice for tree planting in the 
upcoming weeks. 
 

 
Discovery Gardens, still a work in progress in Onslow County 
 
Growing Minds Project 
The steering committee of the Growing Minds Project met this month to confirm plans for the upcoming year.  The program is based on 
the North Carolina Standard Science Curriculum for 3rd grade students and letters have already gone out to the county schools.  Only 
one of seven sessions is still open as of this writing. 
The steering committee will give an overview of the program to the new EMGV class in order to acquaint them with the purpose and 
activities involved with the program.  Hopefully, new volunteers will be recruited. 
 
The two hour stations this year will include seeds, earthworms, water, snakes, life on the farm, and will reintroduce pollinators.  We can 
accommodate approximately 60-75 students.  Teachers will also receive a sample hydroponic kit along with instructions for use and 
care in the classroom. 
 

Wayne County–Submitted by Brenda Carter 
 
Annual Awards Banquet 
On January 12th, Wayne County celebrated their achievements with their annual awards banquet.  There was lots of good food.  A 
wonderful speaker, Dr. Chris Moorman, Professor and Coordinator of Fisheries, Wildlife and Conservation Biology Program at NC State 
University, spoke on growing Native plants.  He was an awesome speaker with great information on landscaping with Native Plants.  He 
explained why it is important for the wildlife and our environment as well.  It was a wonderful evening spent with a wonderful group of 
gardeners.  
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Spring Plant Sale and Festival 
Committees have been formed and we are busy preparing for and making plans for 2017.  This time of year is always exciting with a lot 
of dedication and hard work. 
 
Wayne County MG’s have jumped right into 2017 planning the spring Plant Sale and Festival.  We look forward to this event each year 
and so far it keeps getting bigger each year.  We love growing transplants and sharing with the public how to grow their produce and 
flowers.  We try to expand on our demonstrations and the varieties that we grow.  We will have special speakers, as well as the 
demonstrations this year.  One of our speakers will be speaking on growing citrus trees; and then we’ll also have demonstrations on 
growing herbs and how to use them, as well as many others.  We will have raffles for some great baskets and drawings for other great 
gifts and plants.  We have a special area for the kids.  The kids can pot up a plant or make something to use in the garden, lots of fun 
for everyone. We hope everyone will come and bring family, neighbors and friends.  Bring your garden plans, questions and let us help 
you grow the best garden ever in 2017. Save the date: April 22, 2017 from 9:00 am-1:00 pm. Location: Wayne Center, 208 W. 
Chestnut St., Goldsboro, NC. 
 
South Eastern Regional Ag Center 
If you haven’t heard, Goldsboro has been chosen to be the location for the South Eastern Regional Ag Center!  This will be located 
beside Wayne Community College. Construction has begun and we should be in sometime in 2018. This will house all the AG offices 
and the Extension offices as well. We will also have a new Plant clinic we are ecstatic about. We are so excited. There will be a new 

convention center included, a greenhouse, and a farmer’s market. Also on the same property will be a hotel convenient for visitors. 

 
Wayne County Annual Banquet- (L to R) Officers:  
Charles Mclendon , President, Brenda Willkens, Vice President, 
Brenda Carter, Recording Secretary, Bob Richards Treasurer. 
 
Wilson County – Submitted by Carroll Gaissert 
 
Halloween Treats 
For the first time this year, the Wilson EMGVs held a Halloween event, called Halloween Treats, in the Botanical Gardens.  The 
response was overwhelming!  Several hundred people came for trick or treating, a pumpkin carving contest, Halloween crafts and a 
costume parade.  Dancers, actors, musicians and artists from a variety of local arts organizations performed throughout the 
gardens.  The event wrapped up with a very spooky tale told by the Wilson County Public Library’s children’s librarian.  A wonderful 
time was had by all – kids, parents, grandparents and EMGVs!  
 
Wilson Winter Lights 
The third annual Wilson Winter Lights was a huge success.  Not only did it set a fundraising record, it is quickly becoming a local 
tradition, especially among families with small children.  Even the EMGVs enjoyed telling Santa what they wanted for Christmas!  More 
pictures of the event can be seen on the Wilson Botanical Gardens Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/Wilson-County-NC-

Extension-Master-Gardener-Volunteers-199391126774045/ 
 
A few of the thousands of lights decorating the Wilson Botanical Gardens for Wilson Winter 
Lights 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Wilson-County-NC-Extension-Master-Gardener-Volunteers-199391126774045/
https://www.facebook.com/Wilson-County-NC-Extension-Master-Gardener-Volunteers-199391126774045/
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EMGV Jane Allman tells Santa (aka Bill Aberle, EMGV) what she wants for Christmas! 
(Wilson County) 
 

 

 
                                                                             Wonderful Wilson Winter Lights at Wilson Botanical Gardens!  
 

Upcoming Plant Sale 
Plans are well under way for our second largest fundraiser of the year – the annual plant sale.  It will take place on April 8th this 
year.  The new misting system in the greenhouse is a great asset in helping the greenhouse plants get off to a great start.  EMGVs are 
beginning to dig and divide plants in their own gardens as well as in the Wilson Botanical Garden, in preparation for the sale. 
 

 

 

I am going to try to pay attention to the spring. I am going to look around at all the flowers, 

and look up at the hectic trees. I am going to close my eyes and listen.  --Anne Lamott 
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Northeast District – Christina Larson, District Reporter    

 

Durham County – Kathryn Hamilton, Reporter 
 
On January 12, Durham County welcomed 31 students to its 2017 EMGV training. Following a successful pilot program in 2015, the 
trainees were paired with mentors who were selected according to shared interests. The emphasis of this year’s buddy system is less 
on technical issues and more about shared camaraderie of extension life. 
 

Sharing Our Bounty 
Once again, the holiday party with its “Dirty Santa” component was a fun, fun, fun afternoon. Generous EMGV’s donated nearly 200 
pounds of food to the Fishes and Loaves Food Pantry in Bahama, and the Harvest Pantry at Durham Tech.  
 
The gardeners at Briggs Community Garden outdid themselves this year, raising and donating more than 457 pounds of food for the 
Durham Tech food pantry. Some of the food was raised in beds dedicated to Durham Tech and tended by the gardeners, the rest was 
surplus from productive garden plots. The donations served some 1,350 individuals. 
 

Community Outreach 
Durham County EMGV outreach program had a record year.   

 The Durham County blog attracted 9,005 visitors and had 13,691 page views, an increase of 3,000 over 2015. 

 The Speaker’s Bureau made 39 presentations and reached 799 people. 

 Followers to and engagement with the Briggs Avenue Facebook page grew.  

 Chris Apple’s youth outreach, “Soil for Small Sprouts,” kicked off with its first pre-school installation at the NCCU Child 
Development Laboratory preschool. The program, which was integrated into the curriculum, “connects 3-4-year-old children to 
their food sources, illustrates how the soil, sun, and water provide us with food, and exposes the children to the rewards of 
growing things we can eat.” 

 Durham County Master Gardeners Facebook page was launched. 

 Cheralyn Schmidt Berry has appeared as a guest twice on the award-winning WPTF Weekend Gardener Show, airing 
Saturday mornings on Newsradio 680 AM and also available via podcast.  
 

Learning and Sharing Knowledge 
By the time you read this The Durham County Extension Office will have a new Food Lab. According to Cheralyn Schmidt Berry, 

kitchen will allow “feed to table” programming with lessons on cooking the food community 
gardeners grow along with classes on food preservation and safety. In addition, the lab will be 
used to provide nutrition and culinary training to multi-cultural families through the extension 
office’s Welcome Baby program.   
 
Durham EMGVS also moved out of their element with field trips. At Multiflora Greenhouse, Hans 
Lenselink, head grower and production manager, provide EMGV’s with a personal tour and 
understanding of the techniques the company uses in its quest to generate new varieties. During a 
trip to the Duke Forest EMGVs learned about the managed forestry practices in place for the 
intensive forestry management of the Korstian Division of the forest then learned about mushroom 
cultivation at Funny Girl Farm.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Durham County EMGVs visiting Multiflora Greenhouse 

 

 

https://durhammastergardeners.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DurhamMasterGardeners/
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Forsyth County - Teresa Lowry, Reporter 

Old Salem Seed Swap and Potluck Lunch 

Once again on January 28th Master Gardeners assisted with the annual seed swap held by the 

Horticultural Department of Old Salem.  Volunteers helped with staffing the booth and 

distributing the many varieties of seeds. The event was followed with a Potluck lunch that 

included many dishes containing vegetables grown from the seeds being shared. An enjoyable 

day in the dead of winter cooked up happy visions of warm days with bits of green peeking 

through the soil.      

 

Forsyth County Seed Swap 

Triad Home & Garden Show 

The original Home and Garden Show for the Triad area is being held February 17-19 at the 

Winston-Salem Fairgrounds Exhibition Building. Forsyth County MGs will have a booth 

promoting their activities and offering advice on gardening and landscaping as well as answering 

questions from show attendees.  Tickets are $8.00 at the door; parking is free, use Gate 5.  

                    

          

         

 Forsyth County EMGV Booth 

“Forks on Friday” Gardening Seminars 

Our 2017 Spring Lecture Series kicks-off February 10 and ends March 10. Classes are held during the noontime lunch hour of 12:00 

noon — 1:00 pm at the Forsyth County Cooperative Extension Office at 1450 Fairchild Road, Winston-Salem, NC. Topics this year are: 

 February 24 Lawns in Your Landscape 

 March 3        Berries in the Home Garden 

 March 10      Growing Amazing Tomatoes in the Piedmont 

Please register by email at coop-ext-registration@forsyth.cc or call 336.703.2850. 

Arboretum and Gardens at Tanglewood Park 

Mark your calendar for the Arboretum and Gardens most important annual event—The Annual Spring Plant Sale.  This year’s sale is 

scheduled for April 22—April 24, 2017. Volunteers recently planted 900 tulips that should be in bloom during the sale. 

The 2017 Adult Education Classes began January 18 with a class on Woody Perennials presented by Hayden Shuping, Greenhouse 

Manager at Reynolda Gardens. Upcoming classes include “Camellias for the Piedmont Triad’ on February 15 and “No Deer Here” on 

March 15. All classes are held from 11am—12 noon at the Arboretum office. Please register by email at coop-ext-

registration@forsyth.cc or call 336.703.2850. A flyer listing the 2017 schedule is available by contacting the Forsyth County 

Cooperative Extension office at 336.703.2850. 

Natural Habitat Lectures 

Currently three lectures are scheduled for various clubs of the Winston-Salem Garden Council. Harriet 

McCarthy, EMGVA President, is presenting these lectures based upon the concept of Dr. Douglas Tallamy’s 

book, “Bringing Nature Home”. Her presentation communicates the idea that individual gardeners Can and 

Must make the difference. As Harriet states “This idea worked for the Monarchs and it can work just as well for 

all species under pressure of extinction”. Additional lectures will be scheduled when requested.  

 

mailto:coop-ext-registration@forsyth.cc
mailto:coop-ext-registration@forsyth.cc
mailto:coop-ext-registration@forsyth.cc
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Visioning Statement and Strategic Planning Meetings 

The Leadership Team under the direction of Leslie Peck, Commercial and Consumer Horticulture Agent, has been working on the 

development of a Visioning Statement and Strategic Plans. The first meeting held in December was led by Lisa Sanderson and Donna 

Rewalt, NC State Master Gardener Coordinators; a second meeting is scheduled for February.  

 

Guilford County – Christina Larson, Reporter 

Our gardening year was kicked off on January 4th with a Mentor/Intern Breakfast, a precursor to the weekly classes and an opportunity 

to share our enthusiasm with our 28 new students. Each and every new volunteer brings their own specialty and a passion for service. 

It should be a great year in Guilford! 

Two of the ways we support our school gardens and community gardens are through our “Seeds to Share” program, and our 

microgrant programs. Seeds to Share was held on Saturday January 19th, right in the throes of seed catalog frenzy. 131 people came 

to the event this year. Prior to the event we let Food Corps select the seeds they would need for their schools. After the event, we 

packaged up 6 bags for community and church gardeners that did not make it to the event. The seeds are available to all Guilford 

County community gardeners, schools with gardens, groups that grow food to share like church gardens and other nonprofits and 

Guilford County EMGV's. We serve this limited audience as our donors are donating for these causes. We received the bulk of our seed 

this year from Southern States and Lowe’s. High Meadows Seed, Johnny's Seeds, Stokes, Gurney’s, Park Seed, Earth Fare, and Sow 

True Seeds sent us seeds and have for the last 3 years.  

Our School Garden microgrants were awarded on January 19th at a reception that welcomed Guilford County School Board members, 

Food Corps volunteers, and the head of the School Garden Network. 12 schools received $250 each to either start or maintain their 

gardens. 

 

Guilford County’s Passalong Plant Sale and Festival has been 

collaborating with other counties on best practices. EMGVs from Durham 

and Davidson Counties came to Greensboro in January to learn what has 

worked well there, and 50 plants were gifted to Davidson County for their 

plant sale. SAVE THE DATE – 5/12 and 5/13 are this year’s Passalong 

Plant Sale, always the Friday and Saturday of Mother’s Day weekend. The 

iris should be in full bloom, and we have over 600 of them! 

A Guilford County Schools teacher receiving a School Garden Microgrant 

 

Orange County – Susan Lamb, Reporter 

MGs Engage the Community in Meaningful Ways 

Our MGs support two vegetable gardens, a pollinator garden, two farmer’s markets and three elementary school gardens. In addition, 

MGs help out at the North Carolina Botanical Garden answering visitor questions at the Green Gardener desk, leading tour groups and 

assisting curators with propagation projects. OCMGs answer questions from locals at the Extension Office in Hillsborough each 

weekday. We also support the Tree Board in Hillsborough. 

The vegetable gardens, CORA in Pittsboro and the Carolina Campus Community Garden (CCCG) provide fresh fruits and vegetables 

to low income citizens and low wage workers at UNC and UNC hospitals.  Both gardens operate year-round. At the CCCG, volunteers 

typically include college students, high school students, UNC faculty, staff and surrounding community members. These gardens 

harvest and share hundreds of pounds of food each year. 

The farmer’s markets provide many opportunities to engage with local gardeners to answer questions and provide inspiration and 

research based gardening information. 



19 
 
The youth program volunteers have logged almost 400 hours of volunteering and 2700 contacts with families of students, teachers, 

community volunteers and the children who are learning how to grow and harvest vegetables, herbs and fruits year-round. 

With the welcome addition of a new class of interns beginning their volunteer experience, OCMGs look forward to more community 

involvement in 2017. 

Vance/Warren Counties - Eileen Novak 

Winter is the slow season for Kerr Lake Gardeners.  We planned our program for the following year, installed new officers and 

executive committee members in November.   

We had our holiday lunch with awards presentations in December, with the notable presentation of the 3000 Hour Certificate to Edna 

Gaston, State President.  We also began planning for our Spring Symposium “Backyard Gardening:  Portable Gardens” to be held on 

the 25th of March in the Vance County Farmers Market building.  Interested?  Email any request for information to:  

kerrlakemg@gmail.com 

In January we had our yearly “Show and Tell” meeting, where we show each other tools, tricks and tips that have worked for us.  I learn 

more from my fellow gardeners in January than from my own trial-and-error all year! In January also, we awarded Emeritus status to Dr. 

Merwin Dieckmann – He has given more than 850 Hours to the master gardeners over 14 years of membership, and that was in spite 

of 2 stints of Leukemia treatments!  It is an honor to serve with you, Dr. D.! 

 

Calendar of Events, North Central District 

 February 24 – Lawns in your Landscape 12:00 noon — 1:00 pm at the Forsyth County Cooperative Extension Office at 

1450 Fairchild Road, Winston-Salem, NC 

 March 3 – Berries in the Home Garden 12:00 noon — 1:00 pm at the Forsyth County Cooperative Extension Office at 1450 

Fairchild Road, Winston-Salem, NC 

 March 10 – Growing Amazing Tomatoes in the Piedmont 12:00 noon — 1:00 pm at the Forsyth County Cooperative 

Extension Office at 1450 Fairchild Road, Winston-Salem, NC 

 March 15 – “No Deer Here” 11am-Noon, Tanglewood Park Arboretum office register at coop-ext-registration@forsyth.cc or 

336-703-2850 

 March 25 – Backyard Gardening: Portable Gardens Symposium, 9-1:30  at the Vance County Farmers’ Market Building.  

Email for more infor:  kerrlakemg@gmail.com 

 April 22-24 Spring Plant Sale at Tanglewood Arboretum and Gardens – Manor House Circle, Clemmons NC 

 May 12-13 Passalong Plant Sale and Festival Friday 9am-3pm and Saturday 9am-1pm. 3309 Burlington Road in 

Greensboro. 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring won't let me stay in this house any longer! I must get out and breathe the air deeply 

again.  --Gustav Mahler 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

mailto:coop-ext-registration@forsyth.cc
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South Central District 

Barb Apelian, District Reporter  

 

 

Cabarrus County - Submitted by Mitchell Hagler 

 

The Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association of Cabarrus 

County ended 2016 on a festive note.  A DJ provided music for 

listening and dancing as members and guests dined. Again this year, 

members brought toys to contribute to Toys for Tots and 

representatives of the U.S. Marine Corps were in attendance to 

accept the 12 bikes and over 50 toys. Vickie Julian was recognized 

as having recorded the most educational hours; Renee Hedrick the most volunteer hours; and Mitchell Hagler the Master Gardener of 

the Year Award. 

 

In January, our association had a booth at the 13th Annual Greater Charlotte Home and Landscape Show. We provided horticulture 

literature and soil sample boxes and answered questions from the public. A couple of members also presented gardening seminars.  

Horticulture Agent Lauren Duncan is teaching a 17 week course for individuals interested in becoming a Master Gardener. She has 

scheduled a number of guest speakers. Current Master Gardeners in good standing are invited to audit particular classes that they are 

interested in. 

Back by popular demand was presenter Sam Fleming, Vice-President of “100 Gardens,” a project that works with setting up aquaponics 

systems at area high schools. Sam also works with students at Jackson Training School and encouraged members to volunteer to help 

at that facility. 

Our association donated canned goods and other needed items to victims of the hurricane that hit Lumberton and other areas. We 

received a thank-you note from Mayor Bruce Davidson.  

Several Cabarrus County members attended the Davidson County 6th Annual Master Gardener Conference. In March they will be 

assisting Agent Lauren Duncan with the NC Agritunity Conference.  

Plans are already underway for our annual Herb Fest and Plant sale to be held April 22 at the Farmer’s Market on Winecoff School 

Road in Concord. Proceeds are used primarily for our grants and scholarship programs.  
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Catawba County - Submitted by Marvin Yokum 

 

  The 2016 Advanced Gardener Series has been a huge success with more than 50 people participating through the Catawba County 

library classes alone. George Place, Catawba County Cooperative Extension Director, presented the 11week classes. The advanced 

gardener series plays an integral role in the Farm & Food Sustainability Plan in 2013, which lays out clear action plans in working for a 

healthier county, while creating a local food system and preserving farmland.  

     Participants from Hickory Public Library and Catawba County libraries had a yearend awards program on Nov. 29 at the Main 

Library in Newton. Participants the lovely received their certification as Advanced Gardeners, an Advanced Gardener T-shirt, and 

coupons/gift certificates from local garden supply businesses. 

Our October Field Trip…took us to the N.C. Arboretum outside of Ashville. Members traveled from Newton to Ashville in the extension 

van. Besides the lovely gardens and impressive bonsai collection, there were two special exhibits currently showing. 

  A Lego exhibit featuring huge displays of birds, fences, butterflies, sundial, rototiller, and other interesting objects was worth seeing. 

From a distance the objects looked real. After seeing this exhibit, you can construct anything with a Lego. Well done. 

  Another display was inside the arboretum featuring 6 giant lifelike robotic insects that actually moved. Some of the insects in the 

exhibit were a praying mantis, caterpillar, and a grasshopper. 

  Our December meeting combined our annual cookie exchange/dirty Santa gift exchange with a visit to the Mundy Houser in Denver, 

N.C. The Mundy House is one of the few  remaining historic houses in eastern Lincoln County, and it stands as a local landmark 

preserving the history of the Mundy family and the development of Denver in the 1800s. 

  Mr. Jason Harpe, local director and guide, gave a brief history, preservation work, and future plans for the Mundy House and property. 

While touring the house, we were allowed to open doors and observe the details of old house construction. Christmas tree decorations 

were all handmade by the local garden club to that period of time. A tour would not be complete without seeing the period herb and 

vegetable garden.  

 

          

 

 The Master Gardener Classes for Catawba County are scheduled Feb. 7 through April 27 from 9am to noon every Tuesday and 

Thursday. The cost is $100 and covers the course, manual, and field trips. Interested individuals can call the extension center on 828-

465-8240. 
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Gaston County - Submitted by Barbara Linster 

 

The last quarter of the year provided the MGGGC a number of opportunities to receive volunteer hours. Additionally, our October & 
November programs did not disappoint and provided two more educational hours. Mark Weathington, Director of the JC Raulston 
Arboretum in Raleigh, presented “Stunning Schefflera and Elegant Edgeworthia – the South Don’t Do Dormant,” during our October 
meeting. It was wonderful to hear his program in our own back yard. In November, we were delighted to hear our UNCC friend and 
repeat speaker, Dr. Larry Mellichamp, make a presentation on “New Southeastern Native Plants for the Home Landscape.”  These 

programs are a privilege we don’t take lightly! 
  
On October 6th, EMGV Denise Furr created a new outreach opportunity for our group and demonstrated worm composting to the 

participants at Creative Opportunities (CO), an adult day-activity program for challenged adults 21 years and over. They have gardens 
and always look forward to learning from EMGVs.  Our county’s Cotton Ginning Days is also in October.   The Heritage Village, a 
village representative of what you would have found in our county during the 1890’s, was open to the public during Cotton Ginning 
Days.  
 

The Heritage Garden, planted by EMGVs with period heirloom plants and cared for by CO, was 
also on display. EMGV David Thornburg encouraged visitors to taste various greens from the 
garden as he explained their uses and differences.  Later in October, many EMGVs, along with 
other community volunteers, participated in the annual Keep Gastonia Beautiful Make a 
Difference Day activity.  Pansies were planted in planters and beds.  The City of Gastonia 
prepped the beds and planters; community volunteers came together to plant the pansies.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
Furs, Fangs, and Feathers Fall Festival at 
Crowder’s Mountain State Park was the county’s 

next festival event on November 7th. A group of six EMGVs helped young children make 
dirt babies, answered questions and handed out Extension materials.  Our new table cover 
made the EMG table display easily recognizable.  
 
 

For a final outreach project, on December 1st 
a group of EMGVs returned to CO with 
greens and supplies, as needed, to conduct a 
wreath making workshop. All participants were delighted to take home their masterpiece in 
time to start holiday decorating. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Our November meeting, with traditional luncheon feast, concluded another fabulous year.  
New officers for 2017 were introduced. We congratulate Kathy Hornbuckle, President; 

Carol & Steve Brittain, Co-Vice Presidents; Kay Cherry, Secretary; Gayla Woody, Treasurer; Dana Harper, Past President and At-Large 
Members Suzanne Deal, Sharon Lanier and Peggy Murphy.  We all look forward to supporting our new leadership and volunteering in 
our community.   
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Iredell County - Submitted by Barbara Boyle 

Garden Tour.  For our November meeting, we toured 8 of our members’ gardens-- virtually, 

that is.  Our members submitted pictures from their gardens, and we were able to put them 

together into a PowerPoint presentation.  We saw interesting plants and plant combinations, 

garden art, winter scenes, and a bountiful  vegetable garden.  Each member talked about 

their gardening roots (no pun intended) and described their garden.  We were able to get to 

know each other better as gardeners.  After our garden tour, we shared seeds from our 

gardens and the demo garden which we had collected throughout the year for our Seed 

Exchange.  IEMGV Joe     

 

EMGV Kopp’s Angel’s Trumpet 

 

 

IEMGV Paulette Kenley’s Garden 

 

Christmas Luncheon.  After the officers and board members were sworn in, we dug into the enormous buffet lunch. EMGV Bonny 

Romberg created the centerpieces for our luncheon from gnarly branches she collected, painted silver and adorned with natural 

materials.  She also gifted every EMGV with a pine cone bird feeder and a few lucky members were able to take home her beautiful 

centerpieces.  Afterwards we had our first White Elephant gift exchange.  

 

What A Year!  Our President Lisa Delano emailed to us a Yearly Summary she put together of all the Iredell EMGV activities, 

donations and  hours for 2016. It listed all our speaking engagements, hours spent in the demo garden, pounds of vegetables donated, 

programs we viewed, and work at community gardens.  It was amazing to see all of the volunteer effort that our members put forth and 

all the things we have done for the community.  It served as an inspiration to us to do even more next year.  Speaking of next year, we 

hope to be joined in our efforts by the interns of the new class our Agent Matt Lenhardt is conducting starting in January.  We welcome 

them and look forward to a great year in 2017! 

 

Lee County- Submitted by Minda T. Daughtry 

Lee County Extension Master Gardener Volunteers decided to contribute to the Hurricane Matthew relief effort by making a donation to 

one of the hardest hit sister EMGV programs, that of Lenoir County. Since the flooding from Hurricane Matthew in October Lenoir 

County Cooperative Extension is currently located in “temporary” office space on the top floor of the Enterprise Center, a smal l 

business incubator in downtown Kinston. Office layout, telecommunication and building mechanical issues make daily operations a 

complex challenge.  
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The office was flooded with about 30 inches 

of water inside. Options are being 

investigated from rebuilding to 

permanent relocation, with a minimum 

expectation of 6 months in temporary 

accommodations.  

 

 

The greenhouse was flooded with about 5 feet of water.  Flood water entered all heating and 

ventilation equipment inside, as well as the polyethylene double walled plastic covering. All 

will likely have to be replaced. The greenhouse is instrumental for producing plants for the 

annual plant sale which is a primary funding source for Lenoir County EMGV operations. The 

local community college has offered some temporary space in their greenhouse. 

 

Peg Godwin is dealing with a lot of loss with a “make the best of it” approach.  Two illustrative 

stories about what kind of agent she is: The first one speaks to her frustration.  The call came from a client about propagating 

muscadine grapes.  She had just the information to answer his questions and provide the handout he needed.  Or she used to.  It was 

in the files.  When what remained of her office was being packed up, she was reassigned to the local pet shelter administration effort 

after the hurricane.  The resources collected over years were packed into cardboard boxes and moved to multiple storage places by 

someone else. Her frustration is not so much for the loss of access to those materials, but for the loss of being able to help right away.  

And helping is what she cares about.  

 

The second story tells about her optimistic attitude.  She calls the story “one good thing about the flood”.  While she and a few of the 

EMG volunteers were clearing up the broken sandbags that had been placed around the back door of the office auditorium they came 

across several small animals, some beneficial, some not so much.  One of their rescues was a NC native marbled salamander, 

(Ambystoma opacum).  Because adults typically solitary animals except during the breeding period (October thru December in the 

south part of its habitat range) you don’t see them much, and not predictably in Lenoir County.  However, Peg’s daughter had recently 

conducted a research project on salamanders across the state and had a rescued spotted salamander of her own.  The two 

salamanders were united and have become fast friends.  Peg tell me that their habitat needs to be flooded to be suitable for 

reproducing and who knows, maybe there will be baby spotted salamanders to show for it all afterward.   You could almost see the 

future lesson plan forming in her mind. 

 

Mecklenburg County – Submitted by LeAnn Swieczkowski 

 

Twenty-seventeen is rolling out to be the year that the Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association of Mecklenburg County 

(EMGVA) and the Extension Master Gardener Volunteers (EMGV) distinguish themselves as separate and distinct entities.  Basically, 

the Extension Volunteers work in county public activities and the Association Volunteers work in the private activities of the Association 

involving education, fund raising and social membership endeavors.  A major accomplishment of the recent past president, Dale 

Johnston, was to coordinate the updating and revision of the Association’s By-laws. These By-laws were last updated in September, 

2013.  So it was a major accomplishment, when on January 18, 2017, the Association members unanimously approved the revised By-

laws.  As the Association advances in its structure, three new processes were introduced in January.  These include membership 

applications with designated membership donation levels, membership cards and membership benefits.  Although the Association does 

not currently have a membership committee, it is our goal during 2017, to development one.   
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The Southern Spring and Garden Show will take place in Charlotte from February 24-26 and March 3-5.  The show is held at The Park 

Expo and Conference Center, 800 Briar Creek Road.  Several NC County Master Gardener programs are assisting Mecklenburg 

County in a “Ask A Master Gardener” booth.   

In October 2016, our Association education presentation was "Bats" presented by Bonnie Miles.  Bonnie is a Master Naturalist in the 

state of Virginia.  Bonnie’s presentation discussed bat facts and dispelled untrue bat myths.  Also presented was bat identification 

worldwide, highlighting U.S. bat species and zeroing in on NC specifically.  Bat “white mouth” was addressed and bat rehabilitation.  

Bonnie also discussed bats houses and has two bat resin displays: a whole bat and a bat skeleton.    

In 2016, several of our EMG volunteers distinguished themselves.  

Our CES volunteer of the year was Margaret Genkins for her vast 

contribution to EMGV activities and to the Cooperative Extension in 

other programs.  Our top “hours” volunteer was Bill Sloan with 1044 

hours.  He also was the third top hours contributor in North Carolina.  

Thank you Bill, for your generous contributions and commitment to 

Mecklenburg County. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nelson McCaskill presents the Volunteer of the Year) to MCEMGV Margaret Genkins 

Moore County – Submitted by L.Amy Rozycki 

 
Larry Cohen Memorial  1942-2016 
Moore County MGVs will celebrate the life of our beloved member, Larry Cohen. Larry’s many 
contributions, hard work, generosity and sense of humor will always be remembered. He often 
said, “A Master Gardener is someone who has killed more plants than most people.” We offer 
our sincere condolences to his wife, Barbara Cohen, who is one of our outstanding MGVs. 
Larry and Barbara were awarded the “MGV Extraordinaire Award” at our recent Graduation 
Luncheon.  

 
Flagship Garden 
Flagship: “The best or most important thing owned or produced by a particular organization.” 

Hard-working Moore County MGV’s, are going 
“Native.” Chaired by Cheryl Stuckey, we are well on 
our way to completely renovating the garden in front of the Moore County Agricultural Center.  
Soil sample results are being used to determine the best plants and native plants will be the 
primary feature. The crew is learning Garden Design techniques with help from our very 
talented Xeriscape Garden Directors, Paula Parke and Phyllis Schuck. 
This garden will be a first design project for many of our Interns and some of our seasoned 
MGVs. It is our “Flagship Garden,” and holds a very special place in our hearts, since it is the 
also first garden each of our MGVs see when entering our classroom and meeting space. 
Anyone visiting our county’s Ag Center will see this Native Xeriscape Demo Garden and will be 
able to get plant information and ideas they can use at home. 
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Eagle’s Nest Berry Farm “Low Tunnels.” 
Karyn Ring, owner of Eagle’s Nest Berry Farm, graciously invited us to tour her farm and see for ourselves 
how Low Tunnels can be used to drastically expand the growing season. We saw amazing tomatoes, 
lettuce, and other crops, still growing beautifully in spite of overnight temperatures dipping into well below 
freezing. Taylor Williams, our Guru and Ag Agent, showed us how low tunnels are constructed as well as 
how they capture and retain heat. Our thanks to Karyn and all those at Eagle Nest Berry Farm, for 
teaching us and also for the delicious goodies.   

 

Rowan County – Submitted by Sue Davis 

 

The time from October thru December is usually less busy with the affairs of gardening than any other 

time of the year in Rowan County. 2016 was the exception. We had a plant sale in early October to help 

clear out our shade and greenhouse areas. The support from the community was outstanding. As always the fall sale attendees know 

what they would like to have and have lots of questions about how to over-winter the plants. For the Master Gardeners the interaction 

with the community gardeners is always fun and educational.   

The new school year found chances for gardening teachers to go into the class room 

to work with eager young gardeners on preparing gardening spaces for winter, 

planning for new projects in spring and learning about insects and pollinators that help 

make the plants grow. Jean McCoy, the mentor to the second grade at Millbridge 

Elementary likes interactive programs.  

Taking the insect collection to the classroom is the best. Is it a moth, a bug or 

something else? That is what she asked the students. With help from our horticulture 

agent Danelle, Jean and the students learned it was something else.  It was a very 

creative fishing lure. Jean plans to keep this “bug” in the collection in order to stump 

the eager students and let them know even the best gardener needs to research using 

all the tools available! Jean is assisted at Millbridge by Karen Galloway 3rd grade 

mentor and Danelle Cutting.   

Jean McCoy asks students to ID this insect 

Our Class of 2016 and other Rowan County Master Gardeners began preparation and planting some of the orchard they have been 

planning and acquiring plants for since graduation. Over the winter the apples, peaches, paw-paws and other fruit trees will be added to 

the orchard space. Some of the team is looking at companion planting, natural weed control 

and other techniques they can share with the community. Debbie Scott is leader of this 

project.  In December the Master Gardeners were invited to decorate the Dining Room Hall 

House in the Historic District of Salisbury. The Christmas Season in Salisbury is special as 

the Victorian Homes in the city are decorated inside and out to celebrate the holiday season.  

Many of the same Master Gardeners were on hand to decorate a tree in the Festival of Trees 

sponsored by ARC of Rowan County.  The tree was on display at a local bank during 

December. This event is an annual fund raiser for ARC. Carole Massey coordinates these 

projects each year. 

 

Lisa Rider, Bethany Sinnott, Christine Hilton, Jean Lamb, JoAnn Johnson, Carole Massey,Debbie Scott, Carolyn Alexander 

admire their decorations at the Hall House 
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Orchard Team works on a sunny  

December day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Union County – Submitted by Barb Apelian 

 

Partnering to help bees- Union County Cooperative Extension, Parks and 

Recreation, and Public Works Division of Solid Waste partnered with the Union County 

Master Gardeners and Union County Bee Keepers Association to plant bee-friendly 

clover over sections of the Union County landfill. 

The 10-acre portion was declared inactive in December 1997 and properly closed per 

North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality requirements in March 1998. The 

organizations hope other local wildlife as well as bees will benefit from the new ground 

cover. 

Beda, Beda, Beda…We’ve had many informative classes over the past few months, but the 

highlight recently has certainly be the delightful teachings of our own. Beda Trenning-Helms has 

been active in UCMGV’s since 1997.  She presented The Joy of Knowing Wildflowers to our 

Successful Gardeners audience of MG’s and general public, focusing on native wildflowers. She 

followed that up with a presentation at our January’s MG luncheon where we learned everything 

you ever wanted to know about Chickens…their place in our history and culture, their habitat and 

many varieties and their current value with respect to feeding the world population. Beda’s 

fascination with this wonderful creature was evident in her fabulous artwork.  Here she stands with 

two of her many creations…chickens portrayed in every medium you can think of from oils to 

watercolors and beads to blankets. 

 
Teaching Garden Update… 

 Construction of our new building is complete, just finishing touches are needed…like 
installing rain barrels.  The storage area will free up greenhouse space and allow for more 
planting. 

 It’s official…our Heritage Trail has been certified as a Native Plan Habitat.  Local school 
Botany classes will use it in their studies. 

 Our Sales committee is busy prepping for the annual bare root tree and shrub sale on 
Saturday Feb 18th.  Seed starting is getting underway for the Spring Plant Sale 

 Our newly formed Teaching Garden Advisory Council is working plans to update the 
“Garden Map”, label the gardens by name and re-label plants whose name tags have 
been trampled or lost through years of garden maintenance.  Effort is underway to attract 
more MG’s to work in the garden by letting them “own” a bed…at least temporarily! It’s an 
idea that has worked in the past.… we’re hoping it will work again. 

 
Admittedly, winter is not the most attractive time, but there is always beauty in some 
little corner of the garden. 
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West District report, Elizabeth Lockwood, District Editor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cleveland County 

Submitted by Dotty Leatherwood 

 

It was a busy fall and early winter for Cleveland County EMG’s, full of projects and hands-on activities.  After a month of planning, the 

40 members once again created a centerpiece for the agricultural building at the Cleveland County Fair.  The turning display wheel with 

8 compartments was filled with public education items and explanations that included a section on beneficial insects, what to plant 

when, using bulbs in the garden, thinking outside the pots, concrete leaf casting, and several others.  In addition, the group maintained 

the “Ask a Master Gardner” booth during key fair times.   

 

 

 

The landscape project at the Cleveland County Extension Office continued as members designed and planted the last area of the newly 

created outdoor space.  Members could be seen planting a wave of maiden hair grasses, placing large rocks in strategic locations and 

mulching the area.  This completes the design and creation of a non-traditional county building planting area. 

 

Pat Parr presented a very interesting program in November.  “Journey to Sustainable Home Landscape” It was based on her 

experiences in the past 7 years after moving to Cleveland County from New York. Her primary goal was to implement gardening 

practices that would do little harm to the earth. She described five focus areas: 

1. Designing with natives 

2. Soil stewardship 

3. Restore diversity 

4. Water conservancy 

5. Toxicity reduction 

 

The October field trip to Stowe Botanical Gardens was enjoyed by all who were able to attend. The new Children’s Garden was a treat 

for participants as well as the garden in “full fall bloom”. 

Now known for their creativity and ability to assist in creating an agricultural environment, the EMG’s were asked to help with two 

special events.  A county wide Farm to City Breakfast hosted by the Lions Club and Cleveland County Extension Service was held in 
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November.  This event has been in place for over 30 years and is well attended by the entire community.  The table was decorated 

using mason jars filled with dried garden products,  apples, pumpkins, potatoes and fresh garden items including rosemary, bay leaves 

and produce abundant in the county.  The second event was a partnership with 4-H and Community in Schools for a recognition event. 

Tables were filled with pumpkins and fall garden items.   

 

The final event for the 2016 year was a Christmas party that focused on using garden greenery, 

pine cones, dried materials and ribbons to create Christmas wreaths.  With a backdrop on the 

wreaths made from Carolina Blue Cedar, each member created their own unique designs out of the 

plenty from the groups’ gardens and yards.  Extension staff received a wreath or joined in to create 

beautiful works of art! 

 

 

 

Henderson County 

Submitted by Betty Lockwood 

 

In September we bade farewell to our Horticulture Agent, Kerrie Roach, who 

accepted a position with Clemson Extension, closer to her home in South 

Carolina.  

 

Our awards banquet was held in early November at St. Paul Mountain Winery. This was a fun-filled evening for all with a cash bar, 

wonderful buffet provided by Great Food for Any Mood and a great selection of door prizes. Due to not having an intern class in 2016 

there was no Shining Seedling award. The Seasoned Sapling award went to Kim Biggerstaff.  Many thanks went to Paula Snyder, Ellen 

Bernstein and Ali Cook for all their hard work in making this such an enjoyable event.  

 

In January we welcomed our new Horticulture Agent, Steve Pettis, and plans are already underway for a new intern class of 20+. Plans 

are also being made for our gardens, for field trips and for those working on the organizing committee for the WNC Gardening 

Symposium.  

 

Polk County 

Submitted by Jackie Weedon 

 

The Foothills Association of Master Gardeners, serving Polk County and northern Spartanburg County, SC, met for its quarterly 

educational session in November. Chris Smith from Sow True Seeds gave an interesting and very useful lecture on saving seeds. 
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In December, the Polk County Cooperative Extension office moved to 

their new facility. EMGs helped sort through gardening books in the old 

office. Scott Welborn, Extension Director and Horticultural Agent, plans 

to start vegetable trial gardens around the new facility this spring, to 

provide information to local growers about the best varieties for our 

county. This will be a new and exciting volunteer opportunity for our 

EMGs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Burke County  

 

Submitted by Ed Morse 

The Burke County Master Gardeners were busy in October wrapping up projects for the year.   

 

Educational programs for schools at the Joara Foundation demonstration raised beds were concluded with a presentation to a group of 

10th graders.  Middle school children were involved in planting a fall garden at the Habitat for Humanity Enon Road garden.   

 

Association members rebuilt four large raised beds at the community garden located at the Burke Extension offices.  November was the 

annual meeting of the Association where the new slate of officers for 2017 was approved.  An herb garden at the Extension community 

gardens was constructed in November.  The monthly program was presented by Extension Agent, Donna Teasley, on the topic of pests 

in the garden and landscape.  

 

 In December a work day was held to clean up landscaping at the Extension Offices in preparation for the winter.   

The year concluded with the annual covered dish feast on December 13 attended by members, past members and guests.  

Representatives from the Marine Corps Reserve local chapter were on hand again to receive toys and donations for the local Toys-for-

Tots program. 

 

“And the Spring arose on the garden fair, 

Like the Spirit of Love felt everywhere; 

And each flower and herb on Earth's dark breast 

Rose from the dreams of its wintry rest.”  

― Percy Bysshe Shelley, The Complete Poems 

 

 

  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/45882.Percy_Bysshe_Shelley
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1651023
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Editor’s Note: 

In the beginning of the month, I had a little time, so I worked up templates for each of the districts so I could copy and 

paste and have much of the work done.  It wasn’t nearly enough, as I found out to my regret.  I do the same thing for 

Christmas Shopping:  buy a few things in July, make a thing or two in August and think I’m well prepared. 

Then December rears its ugly head and roars “you’re not nearly ready!”   

<sigh>  Just like term papers in high school!  I’m beginning to be afraid I’ll never grow up. 

 

Keep planting, pruning and potting, folks! 

 

 

--Eileen Novak, Newsletter Editor 


