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Is it really spring now???  What a roller coaster few months we have had, but that’s just weather 

in our beloved North Carolina.  Winter, snippets of spring, full summer, then a step back to win-

ter.  Just be patient, the seasons will get organized.   

 

Meanwhile, your officers and board of delegates have been busy!  In other newsletter articles 

you will find details about awards and grants, 2017 EMGV College, and the NCEMGV Endow-

ment.  Don’t forget to read about all the activities from our hard-working local groups! 

As we mentioned in the last newsletter, present and future issues will be posted on the website.  

The same is true for other correspondence such as membership renewals.  Please check the 
site frequently so you don’t miss any important information. 
 

Excitement is in the air!  Or to be technically correct, on the website!  2016 Grants, Symposia 
Volunteer and Staff Award forms are now posted.  Each and every county group has great pro-
jects.  I am thrilled to learn about these and more as I travel around the state.  Each group has 

wonderful EMGVs who are doing outstanding things and I’ve had the pleasure to meet so many 
of you.  Now is the time to recognize each and every one!  Don’t be shy and hide under a big 
plant!  Toot your own horn!  Even if you know of a volunteer in another county who is deserving, 

send in the form.  If someone was not selected in a previous year, don’t hesitate to submit again!   
Let’s make this a difficult year to select winners!    

Although there will be no 2016 statewide meeting, winners will be recognized with awards pre-

sented by members of the Executive Committee, pictures on the website and newsletter, and 
honored next year at EMGV College.  Don’t wait until the last minute - send those forms in now.  
In fact, more than one submission would be great!!!!  Let’s flood the mailbox.  Look for more in-

formation in another article in this newsletter. 

The NCEMGVA is for all Extension Master Gardeners.  This is your organization and it exists to 
help every EMGV.  But, to accomplish its mission, help is needed from every one of you.  One 
way is involvement - email me, talk with your delegate, attend the board meetings, participate in 

the EMGV College.  Another way is membership.  Your organization presents grants and volun-
teer awards, but funds are limited.  The more members we have, the more resources are availa-
ble for these opportunities and the more we can help local groups recognize the wealth of talents 

from our members.  So, please be with us - join, encourage local groups to make contributions, 
nominate worthy individuals and projects.  Let’s move forward together! 

Continuing the 7 C’s of Success, this time it’s Confidence.  Embarking on something new, or 

revising something that already exists, can be a daunting challenge.  But support, encourage-

ment, even cheerleading, can do wonders.  Remember that for every accomplishment, there was 

a first time it was tried!  Setting new goals, planning a new venture, or an adventure, can have 

moments of trepidation when  fear creeps in.  If it overtakes the thought process, we’re at a 

standstill.  It’s good to be cautious, think things through and realize repercussions; we plan for 

the worse and hope for the best!  The power of belief can overcome and that is a hallmark of 

gardeners.  Regardless of how our gardens looked last year, we firmly believe this year will be 

better, the best ever!   We have Confidence.  I am so proud to be associated with such a great 

group. 

Plant your gardens, enjoy spring, and keep in touch as we do it! 

Edna 

   2016 Summer Edition 

mailto:gardeningcarolina@gmail.com
mailto:gardeningcarolina@gmail.com
mailto:NCEMGVA@gmail.com
mailto:wccarlson@nc.rr.com
mailto:juliewalls@nc.rr.com
mailto:spittingkitten@yahoo.com
mailto:belk96@msn.com
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North Carolina Extension Master Gardener Program Update 

Submitted by Lisa Sanderson 

 

International EMGV Travel Continues!  Keep your calendar open for February, 2017, for the next EMGV International 

Study Tour to COSTA RICA!  Among all of the great places to see in this tropical destination, one thing we may be 

seeing is the fabulous fruits produced in Costa Rica!   I look forward to taking this trip with you in February!  Start 

saving and watch for more info to come soon! 

 

GET YOUR EMGV LICENSE PLATE!  Visit NCSUgarden.com Statewide Site and Fund Development page with links to the DMV form.  Show your 

support for the NC Extension Master Gardener Program and NC EMGV Endowment.  For every plate renewal, $10 helps the endowment grow.  In 

fact, by March of 2016, $710 from the EMGV plate renewals were paid to the NC EMGV Endowment! 

I know that you all are thinking, didn’t she write this for the last issue, and I’ll say “Yes I did!”  This bears repeating: The NC EMGV Endowment 

funds the NC EMGV Search for Excellence awards.  The updated Search for Excellence forms for 2016 are on NCSUgarden.com Statewide page 

under Business Admin, Related Pages.   Share the exceptional programs that you are doing in your county!  Applications are due on July 1, 2016.   

We had 12 applications in 2015 with a winner in each Extension district.  I look forward to another record being set again this year and see all of 

your inspiring programs!   

Also, the International Search for Excellence application information is on NCSUgarden.You do not have to win a NC SFE award to 

apply for an International SFE Award.  Applications are due August 1, 2016.  So if you 

make the effort to enter the NC SFE, enter the International SFE too!  The next Interna-

tional Master Gardener Conference is scheduled for July 10-14, 2017 in Portland, Ore-

gon!   

Visit blogs.oregonstate.edu/2017imgc to sign up for conference newsletter! 

Another record I would like to see set is the number of volunteers on the EMGV 

Listserv!  Do you want information from the EMGV State Program emailed right to you?  Join EMGV Listserv!  Visit NCSUgar-

den.com Statewide site, Business Admin and look at related pages for Listservs.  The very first choice is the ncemgv list – choose 

subscribe and follow the instructions including accepting when you receive your email.  Even better - if your Association is having a 

meeting, pass around a sign-up sheet with name and email and then send it to me!  I’ll make it easy for all of you to get onto the 

Listserv!  If you have questions, let me know at Lisa_Sanderson@ncsu.edu.   

So, when you’re finished reading this fabulous and inspiring newsletter, save February for exciting travel to Costa Rica, don’t forget 

to get your EMG License Plate to support the endowment, get started-share your EMGV inspiring programs by applying for State 

and International SFE awards, sign up for the International MG Conference and get on the EMGV Listserv! 

 

 
 
 

If your county does not have a reporter for our Newsletter, 

please consider asking one of your EMGV members to 

contribute.  Our Newsletter is produced quarterly. 

This will be my last Newsletter as Editor and hope one of you will 

step forward to volunteer.  We have a great team!  After 2 years 

I am ready to concentrate on othe projects. 

Contact me if you might consider this opportunity. 

JOIN NCEMGVA NEWSLETTER 

mailto:Lisa_Sanderson@ncsu.edu
mailto:gardeningcarolina@gmail.com
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Grants and Awards are open now but the deadline is July 1, 2016. Please click on the link to pull up the site and read all about 
them: http://ncmgva.camp8.org/page-510010.  
 
The forms have been updated and are located on the NCEMGVA website under the “programs” tab. Even though a statewide con-
ference is not being held in 2016, outstanding volunteers and staff will be recognized and rewarded each year. Think about an 
EMGV that you have worked with who has made extraordinary contributions to the EMGV program and Cooperative Extension. 
One change to the awards is that the Madeline Collier Landscape Garden Design Competition will only be awarded in the year of a 
conference, since attendees at the Conference get to vote on the best design. But you can start planning now to submit a design 
for an award in 2017. The list below is not complete but is a good representation of how your NCEMGVA represents and supports 
you as a Master Gardener. 
 

GRANTS 
 

Annual NCEMGVA Competitive Grants Program 

Full or partial matching funds are awarded on a competitive basis to projects that further the  goals of the association, as well  
as the county and multi-county Extension Master Gardener Volunteer programs. 

Types of projects to be considered include:  
1.  Local gardening projects such as demonstration gardens.   
2.  Educational projects such as school projects, community workshops and symposia.   

 

Annual NCEMGVA Symposium Matching Grants Program  

The goal of this program is to foster the growth and development of regional symposia through providing grants to support such 
activities.  Grants awarded by the NCEMGVA must be matched by local program funds.  

 

Annual NCEMGVA Outstanding Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Award 

The Outstanding Extension Master Gardener Volunteer awards represent an opportunity for North Caro-
lina Master Gardener Volunteers to recognize their colleagues for extraordinary  contributions to the 
Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Program and to Cooperative  Extension 

 

Annual NC State Extension Staff Achievement Award 

This award is to recognize those County Directors, Horticultural or Agricultural Agents, or other staff within the North Carolina State
 Extension who have significantly contributed to the success of the Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Program.  

The award is intended to recognize:     

● Dedication and service to North Carolina State Extension.   

● A significant contribution to the recruiting, training, leadership, retention and recognition  of Extension volunteer programs.   

● Exemplary support to the Extension Master Gardener program beyond the regular duties  

assigned, including promotion of the program at the District or State level. 

 

 

http://ncmgva.camp8.org/page-510010
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Meet Gloria Polakof  
 

The seeds of gardening in my life were germinated from my earlier childhood on an Amish farm in 

Pennsylvania.  As my parents moved across the county, my father and uncle continued to inspire me 

and making lasting memories of the charm of gardening. I was an eco-child and green teen before be-

ing GREEN was cool.  I’ve always enjoyed fostering wayward plants and animals that needed help. As 

an adult, for family health reasons, I studied the health aspects of herbs and fresh vegetables and their 

healing power. 

After receiving a Ph.D. in Alternative Medicine, the desire to grow my own herbs accelerated.   When 

we moved to Hawaii, I got involved in keeping invasive plants out of the islands and waterways.  My 

husband and I had a talk show called “Dr. Jim’s Healthy Hawaii” and we encouraged residents to culti-

vate more of their own food and eat nutritiously.   

Our medical business brought us to North Carolina and we settled in Moore County.  As soon as we 

arrived we noticed they had a MGV class starting in a few weeks.  So in 2005 I officially became a NCEMGV and worked on various 

projects.  I also developed and interest in helping with state projects and became the Corresponding Secretary for NCEMGVA serv-

ing under Shirley Waggoner-Eisenman.  

Our business brought us back to San Diego where I became a SDMGV.  In 2013 we semi-retired, moving back to a home we owned 

in Moore County.  I renewed my Master Gardener status within days of our arrival, and have served on various committees and ac-

tively support numerous gardening projects.  In addition, I continue to utilize my skills in Social Media, blogs, photography and our 

new website created for MGV’s of Moore County.   

Since I enjoyed being part of the State previously, I volunteered to Barbara Walters who said she had the perfect job for me.  Little 

did I know she was talking about Recording Secretary for NCEMGVA. 

(I now feel empathy for all my past secretaries - wanting to send them personally grown flowers for unperceived challenges).    

I’ve enjoyed working with Kathleen Moore on the new manual for NCEMGV’s doing various projects. I look forward to many more 

years of fun in the dirt and encourage my 13 grandchild to embrace the magical life of cultivating a garden.    

If you know of someone we should get to know better and is a member of the NCEMGVA, please send an email to Mary Conroy And 

we will add the bio to our site. 

Shop at Amazon.smile and NCEMGV receives a % of your purchase.  Click Here   

Brent and Becky’s Bulbs another way to give % to NCEMGVA 

Supporters can then go to www.bloominbucks.com and from a pull down menu of all of the organizations registered, can select to 

support you! With one click, they are then sent to the Brent and Becky's website where they can order whatever they want, in what-

ever quantity they want...books, bulbs, tools, supplements, gift certificates...ANYTHING...and a percentage of all of the orders goes 

to your organization! This is how it works: http://www.bloominbucks.com/ 

Bloomin' Bucks with Brent and Becky's Bulbs is a progressive fundraising program designed to earn select 

Non-Profit organizations cash for every order received through the Brent and Becky's Bulbs website! On be-

half of the participating 387 organizations, thank you for your support!!  

1) Scroll down and select the organization that you'd like to support.  

2) Hit "Go". 

3) You will go to a special REMINDER page. Read it and click YES to continue. 

4) You will be taken to the Brent and Becky's Bulbs website where a portion of every dollar you spend goes to support the organi-

zation you chose. 

5) If you have questions, call Brent and Becky's Bulbs: 877-661-2852 

mailto:gardeningcarolina@gmail.com
http://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_rl_rd_gw?_encoding=UTF8&ein=46-1673594&ref_=smi_ext_ch_46-1673594_cl
http://www.bloominbucks.com/
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North Central District 

Christina Larson District Reporter   
Alamance, Alleghany, Ashe, Caswell, Chatham, Davidson, Davie, Durham, Forsyth, Granville, Guilford, Orange, Person, Randolph, Rockingham, 

Stokes, Surry, Vance, Wilkes, Yadkin. 

Davidson County Submitted by – Sue Smith 

The GardenTour committee is busy getting ready for 

the 12th Annual Master Gardener Garden Tour on June 4th 

and 5th. Gardens will be open on Saturday from 10 AM to 4 

PM. On Sunday they will be open from 1 PM until 5PM. 5 

private gardens in the Country Club area in Lexington will be 

the focus of this year’s tour.  The Country Club Oaks Patio 

Homes will be an additional special feature as 10 examples of 

“Gardening in Small Spaces”. Tickets are $10 each and can 

be used on either or both days. Get your tickets at the Back-

yard Retreat on Main Street in Lexington (after May 5th) , from 

a Master Gardener, or at any of the garden sites on the day 

of the tour. You can find more information at this link: file:///C:/

Users/lopcxl1/Downloads/Hosta-Bowers%20Flyer.pdf, on the 

Davidson County Master Gardeners’ Facebook page or by 

calling 336-210-5365 or 336-250-3014. 

The Public Education Council held a Lunch-and-

Learn recently at which they made and decorated grapevine wreaths.  Now they are busy planning for the Farmers ’ Markets in Lex-

ington and Thomasville.   

Although we were sorry to lose Amy-Lynn Albertson to Rowan County recently we were happy to see her step up to a new position 

as extension director there.  Our new horticulture agent is Kira Chalaupka who comes to us from Opelika, Alabama. We look for-

ward to having her guidance and support with our upcoming projects. 

The Demonstration garden is coming into gorgeous bloom again and keeping the committee busy attacking weeds and making 

new plans. We invite anyone who is passing through Lexington to stop by and tour the gardens. 

 

Durham County Submitted by - Kathryn Hamilton 
 

“Beeing” Happiness” 
Durham County is “beeing” very happily these days. 
 
In partnership with the Keep Durham Beautiful, the Durham County Extension received 
a $10,000 grant from Burt’s Bees to foster the Healthy Bee, Healthy Me program, de-
signed to promote pollinator health. With the money, the extension service will create a 
pollinator garden at Briggs Community Garden and develop a program to promote the 
installation and development of pollinator gardens in 8 – 10 community gardens 
around Durham. Included will be educational signage for both children and adults. 
 
In early April a new bee garden was installed at Briggs Avenue. The first two hives are 
fostering colonies for the Durham County Beekeepers Association. The restored hives 
will be returned to the association. Agricultural and Horticultural Agent Cheralyn Schmidt captured a swarm in mid-April, creating a 
third hive. The Bee Garden will be a resource to local beekeepers who, for one reason or another, are not able to support a thriving 
colony themselves. Mid-April, Agent Schmidt and Durham EMGV and beekeeper Richard Urich gave Durham Tech volunteers an 
hour-long lesson on beekeeping.  
 
 
 
 
 

Grant for Briggs Garden  
For the second year in a row, thanks to the efforts of EMGV Karen Lauterbach, Briggs Avenue Community Garden received a grant 
from Durham-based, RTI. This year’s grant was $3,000. The money will be used for supplies that help the gardeners maximize 
their output. 

mailto:clarson99@att.net?subject=email
mailto:clarson99@att.net?subject=email
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Continued Durham County 
 

Briggs Avenue and Durham Tech Growing Together 
 
 
Every Friday morning, Briggs Avenue Community Garden is abuzz with activity other than bees as 
volunteers from Durham Technical Community College lend a hand to maintain the garden’s berry 
patches, flower gardens, and orchard. In return, they receive mini courses in horticulture from EMGVs, 
the bounty from several plots dedicated to growing food for them, and even recipes for veggies (at this 
time of year, think radishes) they might not have encountered before.  
 
 

 
EMGV’s Triumph over Rain at Duke Gardens Plant Sale 
It seemed like the weather was determined to plague EMGV’s preparing for and selling at the Duke Gar-
dens plant sale. Potting day, when either seedlings or donations (such as red mizuna and native orchids 
respectively) were readied for sale was chilly and overcast. Sale day dawned with, at times, torrential rain. 
The sun shone only after the sale was over. But there was a silver lining: this year’s profits bested last 
year’s by $500. 
 

“Getting Dirty in Your Garden” Podcast Expanding Statewide 
Are great things happening in your county? With the addition of new equipment, the syndicated podcast 
begun in Durham County is now ready to expand statewide. EMGVs who wish to develop features for the program, which is hosted 
by NCSU, are asked to contact Durham County Agent, Cheralyn Schmidt. 
 
Students from Durham Tech appreciating the worms found in the Community Gardens’s  
renovated compost pile, a valuable lesson in recycling. 

 
 
 
 
Students from Durham Tech feed 
the swarm captured by Horticultur-
al Agent Cheralyn Schmidt in 
downtown Durham. The hive, com-
plete with queen, readily estab-
lished itself. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Forsyth County  Submitted by - Teresa Lowry 

Emily H. Allen Wildflower Preserve  

One of the best spring wildflower shows took place on April 9th at the Emily H. Allen Wildflower Preserve. 
The Preserve is maintained by a dedicated group of volunteers, many of them Forsyth County EMGVs. The 

six-acre garden is home to over 500 species of plants and trees, including 28 of the 35 known species of 
North American trilliums. Many of the plants are native to the Preserve while others were either donated or 
transplanted rescues. There is no charge for visiting the Preserve; however, donations to the Preserve stew-

ardship endowment are appreciated. For additional information on visiting, please contact Mindy Mock at 
mmock@piedmontland.org.  

 

“Forks on Friday” Spring Lecture Series  

In the last issue of the newsletter, I mentioned the new “Forks on Friday” lecture series from our Speaker’s 

Bureau and now I feel compelled to report on the success of this program.  The attendance at these lec-
tures, held during the Friday lunch hour, has been an unexpected and pleasant surprise. We are averaging 
between 75 and 100 attendees per lecture; plus, we are seeing a lot of repeat faces. The program was un-

der consideration for a few years and replaced our long-running “library” series that was growing a little 
stale. The series consists of eleven lectures with topics covering lawn care, annuals, natives, container plantings, and vegetables.   

mailto:cschmidt@dconc.gov?subject=%22Getting%20Dirty%22%20Radio%20Show
mailto:mmock@piedmontland.org
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Continued Forsyth County 

The Arboretum and Gardens at Tanglewood Park   

After four months of extensive greenhouse work and a year of growing, propagating, and repotting in our 
nursery, our annual Spring Plant Sale held April 16 through the 19 was another phenomenal success. 
This success magnified our elation with the addition of the new Deer Fence which was started and com-

pleted two weeks prior to the sale. We can only imagine the beauty of these 26 theme gardens when 
they are allowed to grow and soar without becoming a “buffet” for our beautiful four-legged friends that 

roam the woods at Tanglewood.   

News from Forsyth County Cooperative Extension 

We are elated to have the addition of Erin McSpadden to the staff at Extension. Erin will be directing her talents as Volunteer 

Coordinator to the Master Gardener and 4-H programs. Erin joins us with an extensive knowledge of working and managing sev-
eral volunteer organizations.  

Treasure Tree Committee 

The Treasure Tree program identifies, documents, and recognizes the largest, rarest, oldest, and other im-
portant trees and woody ornamentals in the county. Toby Bost, chairperson of this committee, will be hosting a 
tour of trees in Old Salem on May 24th. 

Field Trip Committee 

 
Exciting field trips are always a joy during the spring season. The committee has developed three trips with 

varied interest for this spring season. The season kicked off with a Bird Walk for Beginners at Tanglewood 
Park’s Yadkin River Nature Trail on April 22. The tour guide was Ron Morris, retired curator of the NC Zoo 
and writer for the Bird’s Eye View column in the Winston-Salem Journal.  

  

May 21st takes our group to the awe-inspiring LeFevre gardens filled with native plants and flora and the Paul Ciener Botanical 

Gardens in Kernersville.  The tours will be led by Adrinenne Roethling, curator at the Ciener gardens.  

June 8th, we will be visiting the gardens of Old Salem and will have two lectures provided by the staff at Old Salem: “Moravian 
Legacy: A Landscape History” and “Heirloom Plants of Old Salem”. Following the lectures will be self-guided tours and an option-
al lunch. With programs this exciting, we wonder how this committee can surpass our expectations this summer and fall.   

Guilford County Submitted by – Patricia Lunn Adsit 

It's spring…and Guilford County Hits Another One Out of the Park! 

On a sunny Wednesday morning in April, Guilford County Extension Master 
Gardener Volunteers gathered for the 28th Annual Awards Breakfast, one of 
the “purely fun events” held during the year. After enjoying the delicious buffet 

of casseroles, breads, and fruits prepared by our CED, Karen Neill, the as-
sembled EMGVs, Interns, and guests were treated to a program that included 

speakers Jim Cowden, North Central District Extension Director, and Kay 
Cashion, Guilford County Commissioner. Mr. Cowden made many 
friends when he said “we could not do our programs without Master Gardener 

volunteers like you.” 

The first highlight was the presentation by Karen of the “Big Check” in the 
amount of $444,256.55, which represents the equivalent amount of “dollars” 
for our volunteer hours, mileage, and fees contributed for 2015. Accepting the 

token check on behalf of all of the County Commissioners, Ms. Cashion 
(pictured with Karen) said “this represents your commitment to building the 
future of Guilford County.” 

Then the real fun began. Several “special” awards were distributed, including the “Pinwheel” award to ColletteCorr; the “Wise 

Experienced Owl” award to Rose Foster; and the “Carrot” award to Karen Price. 
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Continued Guilford County 

Next came the Yearly Pin awards to recipients who have given 5, 10, 
15, and 20 years’ service. Pictured here are the members of the Intern 

Class of 2011 as they receive their 5-year pins: Elizabeth Williams, Chet 
Wasik, Janice Newsom, and Patricia Adsit. 

This year, for the first time, Hours of Service pins were awarded to Guil-

ford County EMGVs. Using online reporting data for records back to 

2008, volunteers who have performed 250, 500, and 1000 hours were 

called forward. Jeanne Aller (pictured here with Eliza Burton receiving 

their 15-year pins) also received a 5000-hour pin. What an amazing 

achievement! 

 

Additionally, Class of 2015 members were presented their green EMGV t-shirts, which is 

always a great moment for current year students, who are hopefully just beginning their 
path to their own 20-year and 5000-hour pins. 

 

While all EMGVs have to meet volunteer hour requirements, there is usually an eager 
and energetic bunch who do “knock it out of the ballpark” by giving at least an extra 50 

hours (or more) above requirements. This year there were 9 members of the Class of 
2015 who exceeded their Intern year requirements, as well as 32 veteran EMGVs, all of 

whom received Lowe’s gift cards from Karen in appreciation 
for their dedication to giving “above and beyond.” 

And, saving the best for last, Karen awarded Dottie Brogdon 

(pictured) with the Rookie of the Year award and Janet Som-

mers with the Veteran of the Year award. Never ones to 

rest for long, volunteers were reminded of service opportuni-

ties in our many upcoming events (below) 

 

Before we move to those however, here are some highlights from recent activ-

ities in Guilford: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orange County Submitted by – Susan Lamb 

Orange County EMGVs participate in UNC’s Edible Campus Planting Day 

University of North Carolina (UNC) has launched an Edible Campus initiative that consists of incorporating edible plants into the 

ornamental landscape on the UNC campus in Chapel Hill. 

Emily Auerbach, serving as a Chancellor’s Fellow this year, came up with the concept.  One of her goals is to 

make Carolina the first public university in the country where edible plants are integrated into the campus land-

scape.  She would also like to make food awareness an integral part of people’s lives.  She states, “If someone 

looks at an edible landscape, they might decide to plant something on their windowsill, or volunteer in a commu-

nity garden, or donate to a food shelter.” This all ties in with the university’s theme for 2015/16 of “Food for All: 

 The 2nd Annual Seed Exchange — “Seeds to Share” — was held in late January. 

 A “Rose Rally” to gather those interested in working in the Demonstration Rose Garden, in conjunction with a rose 
pruning workshop, was held in late February. 

 The Spring Mentor-Intern luncheon was held in late March. 

 The 3rd Annual Family Gardening Day was held on a beautiful day in mid -April with over 220 attendees learning 
about various gardening topics from EMGVs. 
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Continued  Orange County 

An energetic group of 5 Orange County EMGVs attended the second 

planting day on February 27, 2016. The participants were, (as seen in 

the picture) A Edible Campus Here Ann Fortmann, Alice Niederland, 

Carol Enarson, Martha Workman, Dorothy Hammett, and Anne 

Sadler. 

At the beginning of the planting day, the EMGVs presented an educa-

tional program including topics such as pollinator plants, native plants, 

hollow stem bee houses, fruit-bearing trees and techniques for remov-

ing potted plants from containers and proper planting practices. 

The EMGVs then worked at 3 different specific planting sites where 
they helped the students with plant placement, pH soil testing, soil prep-
aration and proper planting. They were also available to answer a myri-

ad of questions related to plants and gardening.  

 

Youth Programs 

According to EMGV Kathy Bucher: “In the last few weeks 

the Youth Gardening Committee has been helping pre-K 
kids at Frank Porter Graham (FPG) and Northside Ele-
mentary Schools.  Jerry Gschwind, Emma Nadeau, Emilie 

Condon, and Kathy Bucher have been working with 
the kids and teachers.   Jerry has a great presentation 
about gardening, plants and what they need to grow.  Em-

ma has made an amazing garden at FPG with the help of 
many parent volunteers. Kathy brought a small worm box. 
The kids loved it! We planted lettuces, peas, radishes, 

spinach and arugula at both schools. The kids were very 
interested and we will be watching to see what happens 
with the gardens. 

 

 

 

Randolph County Submitted by - Bob Meloni         
 
It Started With A Single Tree 

This past July (2015), with the help of all the kids attending the children's garden 

day at our extension demonstration garden, the Randolph County Master Gar-
deners planted the 1st of what is planned to be a 15-tree orchard of various culti-
vars. 

                 1st orchard tree  

 

This winter we added 9 additional southern heirloom apple varieties. The 
orchard is located on the southwest corner of our extension property located 

on Walker Street in Asheboro. Our mission is to become a valuable resource 
to the all citizens of Randolph and surrounding counties interested in growing 
fruit at home, whether home is a farm or an 

apartment.  

Kids helping to dig the hole.    
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Continued Randolfph County 

Orchard Layout at Randolph County Extension 

Visit us on Facebook: Randolph County Extension Master Gardener Volunteers  

 

Vance and Warren Counties (Kerr Lake) Submitted by – Eileen Novak 

February for the Gardeners of Kerr Lake (Vance and Warren counties) gave us an excellent presentation on Invasive plants (and 

insects) from Dr. Johnny Randall, UNC Botanical Gardener.  It was sort of a “Plant this, not that” and very useful.  March blew in like 

a lion with Cynthia Dickinson, a former Master Gardener Volunteer presenting her experiences with Straw Bale Gardening.  We 

much appreciated her candid review of the technique.   

March also was our scheduled Symposium, which was a rousing success.  Will Hooker, our Keynote Speaker (shown below) gave 

a very well received talk on permaculture.   Our other speakers were Lisa Sanderson talking on growing vegetables in containers, 
Preston Montague presenting plant selections for smaller spaces and Christine Bradish. 

 

giving her views and research on small fruits for home gardeners.  

Our hands-on workshop, supported by Lowes in Henderson, 

was a fun time making dish gardens with delightful  accents. 

April found us listening to Brandon Sherrill, NC Wildlife Re-
sources commission, as he discussed bats in the garden.  April 

will also be when we have a mini-symposium in the Warren 
County Extension Center – a first for us and likely to be repeat-
ed if it is as popular as we hope. 

Did you Know? 

Early North Carolinians grew apples for their families 

to use, not to sell. They ate some apples and fed 

some to their animals. They pressed most of the crop 

for the juice needed to make cider and vinegar. Both 

were very important. Cider kept well for a long time, 

though there was no refrigeration. It was safe to drink 

when people could not find clean water. Settlers used 

vinegar to help preserve the food they needed to sur-

vive the winter. 
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Northeast District 

Anne Pierce District Reporter 
Beaufort, Bertie, Camden, Chowan, Currituck, Dare, Edgecombe, Franklin, Gates, Halifax, Hertford, Hyde, 

Martin, Nash, Northampton, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Pitt, Tyrell, Wake, Warren, Washington. 

Dare County Submitted by - Chris Stadther 

In March, the Dare Extension Master Gardeners reopened 

Greenline (Ask a Master Gardener) to answer gardening 

and plant questions with a new addition.  To provide the 

public with easy access, Greenline sets up a table manned 

by Master Gardeners at the Arboretum & Teaching Gar-

den on Wednesdays from 9am -11am, Rain or Shine.  The 

response has been very positive.  Mary Keith Lilly 

(Greenline Committee chair) reported that Greenlineis 

seeing at least 5 contacts each Wednesday and hopes it 

will continue to grow.  The Master Gardeners are still maintaining the Greenline Hub at the 

Dare County Cooperative Extension office in Manteo, the rest of the week. 

Greenline at the Dare County Arboretum & Teaching Garden 

The Dare Master Gardeners Speakers Bureau had great turnouts for the two new presentations at the 

Library Garden Series this winter.  “Talkin’ Tomatoes” and “Propagation: Starting with a Seed” were 

very popular topics.  These presentations will be delivered again on May 7 at the Home & Community 

Garden workshop in Currituck sponsored by Currituck and Dare Extension Master Gardeners. 

The Arboretum & Teaching Garden is getting all spruced up for the 14th annual Coastal Gardening 

Festival.  New pathways and demonstrations areas are being created as well as new plants for the containers.  All of the Arbore-

tum signs have been updated and are being replaced.  Now, all we need is great weather! 

 

mailto:pierceab@hotmail.com
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 Nash County Submitted by - Anne Pierce 

Nash County EMGV’s have been busy as bees getting ready 

for the annual plant sale which was held on April 30th. A cool 

and cloudy day drew in lots of plant hungry gardeners who 

found a large selection of flowering annuals, perennials, vege-

tables and woody ornamentals from which to choose.  Special 

booths also offered information and education on attracting 

pollinators, beekeeping, identifying and improving all soil types 

through the addition of compost as well as opportunities to bid 

on items in a silent auction. We accomplished our goal of hav-

ing a successful event that draws many return customers each 

year while expanding enough annually to attract first time at-

tendees who take home many EMG grown plants.  

Pasquotank County Submitted by - Bette Lou 

Campbell 

Pasquotank County Agriculture Extension 

Agent, Thomas Campbell Retires 

Tom Campbell, our Master Gardener 

Volunteer teacher and mentor, retired 

after a dedicated thirty four year career 

with NC State Extension. Tom has 

been a valuable, reliable and ready 

source of information to the local citi-

zens and farming community of 

Pasquotank County and surrounding 

areas.  His vast agricultural and horti-

cultural knowledgeis apparent to any-

one who has talked with him for any 

length of time. Tom’s future plans include spending time with his family, working with the local Boys and 

Girls Club and the College of the Albemarle, teaching about biological sciences and careers in agricultural.  

In celebration and appreciation of Tom’s years of service, the MGV’s presented him with a shadow box memento created by one 

of our members. 

SPEAKER:  DR. BILL CRUTCHFIELD - PINEAPPLE PROPAGATION 

In March, Dr. Crutchfield, a retired physician from Elizabeth City with a hobby of suc-

cessfully growing tropical plants in North Carolina, gave an interesting presentation to 

our group on pineapple propagation.  His interest began 10-12 years ago while on a trip 

to Costa Rica where he visited a pineapple plantation.  He had found that in northeast 

NC, it takes about 3 years to produce a pineapple.  Over a period of 4-5 years, Dr. 

Crutchfield has grown 8-10 pineapple plants in various stages of growth, some of which 

he had on display.  Pineapples that ripen June through September are full sized and 

taste the best!  He brings the plants inside during winter and puts them back outside after danger of 

frost is past.  He has also raised a 30-year old lime tree that bears 2-3 dozen wonderful limes every 

year. 

Foreman House Community Learning/Demonstration Garden 

Cover crops turned in, weeds pulled and planning has begun for our spring planting. Two new raised garden beds will be added as 

well as a 30 ft. herb bed.  Work on the donated greenhouse continues. 

Community Garden Grant 

Pasquotank MGV’s were the recipient of $1100.00 from the North Carolina Nourishing Grant, which was administered to area 

community gardens through Port Discover, our Northeastern North Carolina Center for Hands-On Science.  These funds will be 

used to support and improve the Foreman House Community Learning/Demonstration Garden in Elizabeth City. 

                            Nash County annual plant sale  
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Continued  Pasquotank County  

Planting Presentation 

Pasquotank MGV’s gave a presentation on starting seeds and planting bulbs to the First United Methodist Women’s Group.  They 

enjoyed the talk so much that they have requested the master gardeners to do another presentation at their next meeting.  

Camellia Garden Arboretum  

A contingent of Virginia Camellia Society members paid a visit to the camellia 

garden arboretum of MGV, Clay Foreman, in Elizabeth City.  Members toured 

the beautiful garden and lent their expertise with identification of some old and 

unknown varieties in the garden. MGV’s assisted the visiting members and 

helped to tag unmarked plants. 

Pitt County Submitted by - Mary Jo Larkin 
 
New Arboretum Plant Labels  
Visitors to our arboretum are in for a treat.  We have ordered permanent signs 
with tilted stakes to mark our plants.  Each curator listed Latin, cultivar and 
common names which were then checked by two other sets of eyes to make 
sure they were correct.  EMGV Ann Laliotes had already created a database of 
each of our garden plants listing the three names of plants, their location at our arboretum and their type.  She checked each cura-
tor’s list and EMGV Teresa Surratt then marked the natives. Pat Piacente directed the whole effort, ordering the labels, coordinating 
the checking, keeping the curators informed, and finally distributing the labels with clear directions.  We think these signs are a tre-
mendous help to our visitors to see what we have and learn what they may want in their own gardens.  
 

Long term Service  
Danny Lauderdale has been our guide and support as long as the master gardener program has existed in Pitt County.  With his 
enthusiasm and total knowledge of horticulture, he and those first master gardeners created an arboretum plan that shows others 
how miraculous plants are—seventeen separate gardens surround the extension office, each with a theme and beauty to 
study.  Danny’s tenure with us has been a special time and we wish him well in his new office with the NC Cooperative Extension as 
Area Specialized Agent for Nursery and Greenhouse Production in Eastern NC.  Already our Greenville and Pitt County Community 
misses his handy and thorough newspaper articles, his responsible stewardship and his quiet ways, but his innovative ideas and 
perspective will continue to fuel our work.  
 

May Plant Sale  
One day in May finally comes when we have potted up all the thousands of plants for the plant sale, the tent is ready to put up, the 
advertisements sent out and hopefully the sun is shining.  We look forward to this day and have for twelve years.  The Friends of the 
Arboretum start first and then many return shoppers and more each year. It is a celebration of Spring and the joys of gardening- 
May 14, 2016.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
To Honor Those Who Worked With Us  
Lynn Macalaga and her committee have designed and made a 
peaceful garden corner to honor EMGVs we have lost.  The brick 
seating circle has a lovely plaque with their names .  The surround-
ing garden makes a beautiful place to rest and enjoy the flowers. 

 
 

May they feel the gratitude in our hearts 

For all of the good that they've done. 

The appreciation that we all feel for them 

Is truly second to none. 
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Wake County Submitted by - Catherine Burton 
 
Speaker Series at JC Raulston Arboretum  
 
Wake County EMGs are currently holding a monthly series of talks at the JC Raulston Arboretum in 
Raleigh, NC.  The lecture series is called “Gardening Adventures with Extension Master Gardeners” 
and it is held in the Ruby McSwain Center of the arboretum at 4415 Beryl Rd., Raleigh.  Thus far, we’ve 
had Robert McCay discuss “Right Plant, Right Place Means Success”, Rhonda Sherman address 
“Vermicompost for Healthier Plants”, and Bill Satterwhite present on “Bluebirds in Nest Box”.  Upcoming 
we have:  4/25 at 10 a.m. - Marilyn Grolitzer on “Aquatic Plants for Water Gardens”;  5/23 at 1 p.m. - 
Trish McPherson on “Pollinator Gardens SHOULD be Waterwise Gardens”;  and 6/27 at 10 a.m. - 
Louise Romanow on “Living with Insects - The Good & the Bad”.  Future topics (in August through Oc-
tober) will cover “Fall & Winter Vegetable Gardening” (Rich Woynicz), “Pruning Woodies & Small 
Trees” (Brian Purvis), and “Ferns:  Fiddleheadds to Fronds” (Bob 
Payne).  Visit the calendar information on the Raulston website for further 
details and timing.     
 

Fall Training Class being planned: 
  
Another training class is being planned to begin later in 2016 to educate yet another ‘crop’ of Wake County Master Garden-
ers.  Details for the class and arrangements are being made now.  We expect numerous gardeners to submit an application! 
  

Meeting Includes Nature Preserve Tour: 
  
As part of the April  meeting, a tour of the Hemlock Bluffs Nature Preserve Master Gardener Tour 
was offered.  The tour included a look at spring plants and wild flowers at Hemlock Bluffs in Cary!  It 
was a gorgeous day and a wonderful event! 
  

Video Training Offered: 
  
A three part video training session was held for Wake County Master Gardeners with instruction from 
Bryce Lane and Simone Keith.  This series was held during the month of March and taught students 
how to plan, shoot, and edit videos for use in their work.  It also covered compliance requirements 
(when captioning) and how to checkout and operate equipment available for use from NC State.  
 
 

Booth at Southern Ideal Home Show: 
  
Wake County EMGs (along with Durham and Johnston County EMGs) held an “ASK the 
EMG” booth at the Spring Southern Ideal Home show in the Jim Graham building at the 
NC State Fairgrounds during the first weekend in April.  This was a high visibility event 
with thousands of contacts made!   

  
 
 

 
  
 
  

Sharon LaRush and Simone Keith review 

video equipment.  

               Bill Satterwhite - a true blue bird enthusiast! 

          Booth at Southern Ideal Home Show: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideal Home Show 

 Greensboro 

March 24 - 26, 2017  

Next Show 

TIP 
Similar to how we use spikes to deter birds from landing on light poles, some 
people use plastic forks to deter pets and wild animals from stampeding on their 
gardens. This trick will deter common animals such as rabbits, squirrels, and 
raccoons from ruining your plants. 
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South Central District 

Barb Apelian District Reporter 
Alexander, Anson, Cabarrus, Catawba, Cumberland, Gaston, Harnett, Hoke, Iredell, Lee, Lincoln, Mecklen-

burg, Montgomery, Moore, Richmond, Rowan, Scotland, Stanly, Union. 

Cabarrus County Submitted by - Mitchell Hagler 

Plant Festival 

Since January our main focus has been planning and preparing for our 
11th annual Spring Herb and Plant Festival, which is always held the Sat-
urday after the last predicted frost at the Piedmont Farmer’s Market in 
Concord. This is our only fundraiser and it supports our grants program 
and our scholarship program.  

Thousands of garden enthusiasts came in search of perennials and an-
nuals, pollinator friendly plants, common and unusual herbs, vegetable 
plants, fresh produce, baked goods, pottery, planters, metal working, 
garden art, birdhouses, bird feeders, teas, jellies, local honey, woodworking, flower arrangements, soaps, candles, food and more.  
Over 80 vendors displayed their wares.  

Master Gardener Volunteers were available all day to answer gardening questions and members of our Pollinator Conservation 
Committee and members of the Concord Wildlife Association were on hand to sell milkweed and to encourage people to “go native” 
in plantings for their gardens.  

Tracking Hours 

We have also spent time learning about new NCSU requirements for tracking the hours we spend volunteering and in continuing 
our own education. Hours will now be entered into the NCSUgarden.com website. 

A Man Named Pearl 

Our most recent field trip was to Bishopville, SC to tour the topiary garden of Pearl Fryar. A na-
tionally known gardener and home-grown philosopher. Fryar has created a most unusual gar-
den with plant material that nurseries have discarded. What is even more remarkable is that he 
has done this almost entirely without outside help.  

Aquaponics 

One of our most interesting programs to date was Sam Fleming of 100 Gardens. Since 2011 he 
has installed aquaponics facilities in the NC correctional system, four high schools, an after-
school program, and in Haiti. He teaches aquaponics to youth inmates at the Stonewall Jackson 
Youth Development Center in Concord. The program won the 2015 USDA Best Practices Award 
for the best farm to fork program of any public institution in N.C. Fleming is an entertaining and 
passionate speaker. 

 

 

Are you wondering “what is aquaponics?” The most simple defini-

tion is that it is the marriage of aquaculture (raising fish) and hydro-

ponics (the soil-less growing of plants) that grows fish and plants 

together in one integrated system. The fish waste provides an or-

ganic food source for the growing plants and the plants provide a 

natural filter for the water the fish live in. The third participants are 

the microbes (nitrifying bacteria) and composting red worms that 

thrive in the growing media. They do the job of converting the am-

monia from the fish waste first into nitrites, then into nitrates and 

the solids into vermicompost that that are food for the plants. 

In combining both systems aquaponics capitalizes on the benefits 

and eliminates the drawbacks of each 

mailto:bdeluca@carolina.rr.com
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Catawba County Submitted by - Marvin Yokum 

Demonstration Garden 

On 3/9/16 master gardeners Brenda Harvey, Larry Parker, Anna Reina, Cindy Rywar, Marvin 
Yokum, and Extension director Dr. George Place performed a spring ritual of weeding and preparing 
the soil for spring planting of the demonstration garden next to the extension center.  This year we 
plan to install heavy-duty grape arbor supports for the various types of local grape vines. The demo 
garden will have sections for blackberries, raspberries, blueberries, herbs, spring garden, and a 
summer garden. Looks like a busy garden year with a yummy harvest. 

Family Guidance Center 

What a difference master gardeners can make in a few hours to refurbish a center’s neglected flowerbeds. Master gardeners Cindy 
Rywar, Larry Parker, Marvin Yokum, Peggy Gabriel and John & Carol Lundeen planted donated nursery shrubs and prepared the 
side and front flower beds for planting border monkey grass and giant hostas. In addition, the front trees were trimmed of low 
branches and the centers sign garden was weeded and planted with perennials. 

April Meeting 

 Why is this meeting so popular? You guessed it. This is our annual plant exchange. Our 
members bring in carloads of plants including shrubs and trees. Each member gives the 
common and Latin name plus a brief description of each plant. The new master gardener 
class is invited and given first choice of plant selections. A great time was had by all. 

Gaston County Submitted by - Barbara Linster 

The Master Gardener Group of Gaston County (MGGGC) began 2016 with a roster of 108 members.  Our January meeting was an 
‘Outreach Fair and Coffee Time.’  Members brought baked goods, breakfast casseroles, fruit and more.  Our committees and many 
outreach projects each had table displays with information and signup sheets so that members could ask questions and sign up to 
volunteer.  This was helpful to new members, as well as those not so new.  New members are often too shy to ask questions at 
meetings, and for the rest, things do changeJ.  We left having renewed pride and a more informed understanding of our group ’s 
diverse activities!  

 

By February, our Trip and Program Committees had the year planned and we received 
2016 inserts for our MGGGC binders.  The meeting’s speaker, Andrea Sprott, Curator 
for the Elizabeth Lawrence House and Garden in Charlotte, made an awesome presen-
tation on “Conquering Pruniphobia.”  After her presentation, Andrea invited us to join 
her in our own Learning Garden (LG) for a demonstration on some of our plants in need 
of pruning.   Learning Garden Chair, Gene Martin, shared a picture with membership of 
the blooming Loropetalum: ‘Zhuzhou Fuchsia,’ which had been neatly pruned by An-

drea.  

 

EMGV Monica Hoehne efficiently organized volunteers to help Keep Gastonia Beautiful with 
its Black Gold & Mulch Sale.   Over 25 volunteers covered five weekends.  To encourage 
volunteering, Monica cleverly announced that she would enter each volunteer’s name into a 
drawing.  Congratulations to Gene Cronin, the winner of a scoop of mulch! 

 Our March speaker, Lisa Tompkins, proprietor of It’s Elemental Landscape Design, made a 
presentation on landscape design entitled, “What’s Design Got to do with it?.”  The program 
was open to the public and 15-20 guests attended.  Several saw our LG for the first time.  

EMGV workdays began in March, just in time for company.  Creative Opportunities’ (CO) garden beds were in need of clean up 
too. EMGV David Thornburg took his tractor there and gave a big hand to get their gardens ready for planting.   All CO participants 
love it when EMGVs show up to help.   Additionally, Camille Jones worked a EMG booth at the Gastonia Habitat for Humanity Re-

store on March 21st for an early Earth Day event.  

EMGV Dana Harper decided to take the time to install plant markers while planting.  Often 
when plants pop up, we no longer remember exactly what was planted.   A neighbor child 
stopped by and asked her why she had planted a mouse cemetery in her front yard. Dana 
explained she hadn’t buried mice in your yard with green tombstone markers, but that they 
are name tags for plants.  While we may not all be adding id markers to our plants, we are 
taking advantage of warm weather work days and diligently selecting plants to bring to our 
annual plant sale so that they can become a new treasure in someone else’s garden.  

Connect with us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/MasterGardenersOfGastonCounty 

http://www.facebook.com/MasterGardenersOfGastonCounty
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Iredell County Submitted by - Barbara Boyle 

Garden Fair 
 
 Time flies, so with the start of the new year, the Iredell EMGVs were already in the plan-
ning stages of our 4th annual Garden Fair to be held on April 23rd. Seedlings were trans-
planted, donations gathered, vendors contacted and programs and demonstrations ar-
ranged. Proceeds from our previous garden fairs allowed us to purchase a much needed 
second garden shed this winter to house our ever increasing supply of garden machines, 
tools, pots, hoses, stakes, etc., etc. Inspired by all the wonderful garden dishes the mem-
bers prepared for our October meeting, the EMGVs are also submitting their favorite reci-
pes using ingredients from the garden for a cookbook that is in the works. 

Supporting Local Growers 
 
In an effort to support our local growers, Douglas Prevette, a for-
mer high school agriculture teacher, spoke at our January meet-
ing.  He gave us a PowerPoint tour of his north Iredell farm, Pre-
vette Family Farm, where he and his wife grow and sell blueber-
ries, blackberries, vegetables and landscape plants. He demonstrated some of the irrigation equipment 
that he uses on his farm and answered our blueberry questions.  On that cold January morning we also 
viewed pictures from his agricultural trip to Cuba in December. Many of us are looking forward to going to 
his farm this summer to pick some of his blueberries and blackberries. 

February Pruning Workshop 

 Don Breedlove, retired Iredell County Extension Agent, spoke at our February meeting.  Some 
members of Lake Norman’s Golden Boys joined us for the informative workshop.  Don spoke about 
pruning the home orchard, ornamentals and small trees and answered our many questions.  Of 
course, the burning questions revolved around crape myrtles:  maintenance or murder?  After all 
questions were answered, Don took the brave members out to the demonstration garden to view 
before and after pruning practices and to lead a hands-on pruning workshop. 

Bokashi Composting 

At our March meeting, Anna Brown, an environmental educator interested in composting and sustainability, introduced us to a new 
(to us) way of composting which is based on a Japanese method that has been practiced for 100s of years.  With Bokashi com-
posting, all food waste, including dairy, meat, bones (even dog/cat doo-doo!) can be composted.  We learned that the waste is 
quickly fermented, not slowly rotted, and does not emit any methane gas or odors.  The waste material is turned into compost in a 
matter of just a couple of months.  We received the Bokashi recipe and instructions.  If you are interested, please see Anna 
Brown’s website  learn more.  Anna also discussed Ruth Stout’s method of deep mulch gardening.  Any gardening practice that 

Did you Know? 

With Bokashi composting we eliminated ALL of the food waste from our home, our trash doesn’t smell and at the end of the week 
it’s half full and light as feather!  And that waste is now producing amazing compost that I can use around my yard for my veggies 
and flowers. The process basically “pickles” the waste, instead of “rotting” as we see with traditional compost.  The fermenting/
pickling eliminates the odor associated with rotting. 

The microbials work in an anaerobic environment to fer-
ment the waste, once it is fermented it’s transferred to the 
soil (or compost pile) where the soil microbials take over 
and finish the job breaking down the food. 

This process is happening without emitting gases.  Methane 

gases being released from decomposing food waste at our 

landfills is a big concern in terms of “green house gases”. 

 

https://solutionsfornaturalliving.com/2012/03/13/bokashi-composting/
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Mecklenburg County Submitted by - Dale Johnston 

Training Committee  
Accepted and trained 21 new interns in the 2016 class. All graduated and are starting 

on their 40 hours of volunteer work  

Freedom Garden  
 
Planted a new rose in the garden (Perle d’Or gifted from Debbie Moore Clark), gave 
the garden a revitalizing winter pruning.  Many shrubs were completely overgrown and 
needed rejuvenation. Weeded, of course. 

Mecklenburg Extension Master Gardeners Volunteers in cooperation with Caldwell 
Community College and Technical Institute built the “World of Spring – Mexico” garden at the 2016 Southern Spring Home at Gar-
den Show February 26 – 28 and March 4 – 6 held at the Park Expo.  Extension Master Gardeners from Iredell, Lincoln and Union 
Counties joined the Mecklenburg Extension Master Gardeners to staff the garden for the two weekends.  The Master Gardeners 
had the opportunity to speak with over 1,000 individuals during the event.   

The Administration Committee has completed and delivered the New 
2016 Directory and Guidelines Handbook- a big undertaking! All of 
the 2016 interns (21 people who have just graduated from Students) 
are in the directory too. The Directory is 67 pages and is filled with 
personal information on the Master Gardeners as well as the new 
guidelines from NCSU.  

We are currently working on re-organizing the Hort help Desk Office 
and are in the process of getting all files labeled for easy use by the 
EMGs. We've managed two full work days and have installed a new 
desk, re-arranged the meeting space tables and chairs, cleaned out  
 
a lot of trash, re-organized and labeled all the supplies for the hospi-
tality team and installed more filing cabinets for everyone's use.  

 

The Internal Education/Events Committee has been very active this quarter. Thanks to Jenny Savage our committee planned many 
great Field Trips and Potlucks and got them up on NCSUgarden. The Speakers Committee has all our month's general meetings 
filled with great topics with amazing speakers, thanks to the leadership of Lib Jones.  Susie Hart has gotten our refreshments cov-
ered in a big and incredible way, also providing beautiful arrangements each month.  We have planned our alternate venue for the 
May general meeting with the guidance of Nelson. Our June plant swap has been taken on by Anne Wessling. Beverly Pearson has 
our mentoring back up and running in an organized and exciting way. 

 
YOUTH EDUCATION Update 

“Listen, Look and Learn” Program: Mecklenburg EMGVs are continuing the nature- and garden-based enrichment 
“Listen, Look and Learn” pilot program for young children this spring at the First Ward Child Development Center. The spring clas-
ses are Beneficial Insects: Beautiful Bugs, Soil Secrets: the World beneath Your Feet, and Life Cycles: Living Links from Sun to 
Seed and Back Again. 

The lesson plans developed by our EMGV LLL Team for each of the 3 programs supports the themed-curriculum units being taught 
while introducing appropriate gardening- or nature-based concepts. Each lesson plan includes topic introduction, book or story, 
physical activity and song, two hands-on centers including a craft activity and an exploration/game center, parent letter, and follow-
up at-home activities. This program is proving to have excellent community outreach in an underserved population with six EMGVs 
reaching on average 45 educational contacts for each program. 

JMG Learn, Grow, Eat, and Go Program  for 3rd -6th graders in the Mecklenburg Parks & Recreation Police Activities League 
(PAL) Afterschool Program at the at Bette Rae Recreational Center has proven to be a rewarding and successful collaboration be-
tween Mecklenburg EMGVs and our 4H agent Racquel McNeil and 4H associate Catherine Daniels. 
This weekly program offers children hands-on, proven lessons to teach a better understanding of plants 
and how plants provide for people’s needs and to establish a thriving garden by offering a multifaceted 
garden, nutrition, and physical-activities curriculum. The hands-on gardening based activities are taking 
place in a nearby newly established community garden. Each week our 4H/EMGV team works with 10-
18 children. 

In addition, our EMGVs have offered school-based programs on Butterfly/Pollinator Gardening, Ver-
micomposting, and a 1st grade garden planting day. Reaching children in elementary school through 
middle school. Our youth educational outreach through these programs was ~150 from late January 
through mid April. 

       2016 Southern Spring Home Show 

http://jmgkids.us/lgeg
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Continued Mecklenburg County 

ADULT EDUCATION Update 

“Sustainable Living Series” 
 
  Started up again in February, this year the Mecklenburg EMGVs side of this award-winning collaboration between the Family 
Consumer Science/Local Foods Agent Kristin Davis and EMGVs has transitioned back to our horticulture agent, Steven Capobian-
co, who joined our Extension last spring. Steven is teaching 7 of the monthly programs and EMGVs are teaching 6 as well as facili-
tating all the sessions. Recent classes include Raising Backyard Chickens and Beginning Gardening: Seasonal Planting. For a full 
list and program description visit the Sustainable Living Series website. Our Speakers Bureau continues to be busy presenting 
programs such as Urban Container Gardening, Earth-Friendly Lawns, Attracting Hummingbirds and Butterflies to Your Garden, 
Vegetable Gardening through the Seasons for Beginners, and Creating Healthy Landscapes Using Native Plants. Requests for 
speakers, programs, and event participation come to us through our online Mecklenburg EMGV Speaker/Program Request Form. 
Our adult educational outreach through these programs was ~160 from late January through late April. 

Train the Trainer Classes for EMGVs 
 
 Our MEMGV Community Education team has partnered with Kristin Davis, Extension FCS and Local Foods Agent, to offer this 
popular, informative 3-part series for the second year. Kristin is teaching 17 of our EMGVs a variety of great techniques and ap-
proaches to use in group presentations or in one-on-one outreach scenarios as well as provides an introduction to technology. In 
the final session, EMGV participants have the opportunity to “teach back” demonstrating what they have learned. 
 

Moore County Submitted by - L.Amy Rozycki 

Moore County EMGV Stars! 

Moore County's EMGVs are having a blast starring in a video being made by Sandhills Community College students, Shane Amos, 
Mary Ring and Stephanie Poole, in their DME285-H01 Systems Project Cap-
stone Class, taught by Jackie Babb. This photo was taken by Gloria Polakof at 
the Sandhills Horticultural Gardens, adjacent to the College. The final video will 
be featured on the group's new website as soon as it's launched! The website is 
being built by other classes at Sandhills Community College 

 

 

 

 

Pinehurst Trace Community Garden Gets New Life! 

Thanks to a cooperative effort between several Moore County EMGVs, 
(especially Nancy Manar, an Intern who has already been certified in 
just three months!) Pinehurst's only HUD approved “Over 55” Senior Community now has an active Tracers Gardening Group and 
is revitalizing its long-neglected Community Garden. EMGVs Susan Strine and Marisa Back, helped identify and save precious 
native plants, while Larry Allen and Nancy White are helping with grant applications. The Tracers will work alongside our Moore 
County EMGVs reaching out to home-bound Seniors, providing fresh produce grown in their own community, and sharing cooking 
and nutrition lessons, while getting great exercise in this terrific cooperative project. 

“Sweet and Sour Grapes” educational events are underway! 

Moore County EMGVs are now able to tour a fellow EMGVs yard and learn from a GRAPES tour. GRAPES is an acronym that 
stands for Garden Review and Prescriptive Evaluation Session, (or as Taylor Williams, our Ag Agent calls it, “A Weed Walk!”) In 
order to be considered the homeowner must have current soil sample results available and ideally will have parts of their yard that 
are already planted and some parts not yet designed, or ready for renovation. The first two yards belong to Nancy Manar and Su-
san Kushay and were very educational and helpful. 

Moore County favorite, Barb Schindler, migrates south. 

It is with a great deal of hugging and a few tears, that Moore County EMGVs sent long-time 
member Barb Schindler off to her newest adventure in Florida. Barb has been with us since 
1997 and has worn many hats, always being willing to work hard to keep us going and grow-
ing. We gathered at the PikNPig Restaurant in Carthage to show our appreciation and to 
wish her and her husband well as they migrate further south. We will really miss you, Barb!    

https://mecklenburg.ces.ncsu.edu/?page_id=207316
http://www.mastergardenersmecklenburg.org/speaker-request-invite-us.html
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Union County Submitted by - Barb Apelian 

HERITAGE FESTIVAL 
 
Undoubtedly, the most hours logged for MG’s this year was in support of our Heritage Festival.  Planning for the spring event held 
April 9th and 10th, started nearly a year ago but kicked up steam in early January. MG Tina Sagartz and her team recruited gener-
ous sponsors, over 65 vendors with activities related to conservation, health and nature with a “local” focus.  Despite the cool and 
windy weather more than 2,000 visitors were counted. The event was held in conjunction with the Union County Farm Show, host-
ed by the Union County Antique Tractor and Power Club.  There were food trucks, bluegrass music, a bounce house, free face 
painting funded by UCEMG’s.  Local gardening experts and chefs presented free talks and cooking demonstrations. Confederate 
reenactors in period uniforms set up a depiction of a typical Civil War encampment.   “So much to see and do with both the Herit-
age Festival,” said Deborah Dillion, Union County Extension Horticultural Agent. “There was something for everyone.”  
 

UCMGVA’S Spring Plant Sale was held on Saturday in the Green-
house and surrounding Gardens.  Even the cold wind and competing events 
didn’t keep folks from shopping for their vegetables, herbs, perennials, fruit 
trees and shrubs. MG’s were on hand with advice on plant selection and 
care.   

The Wild Turkey 5K Trail Run and Walk kicked off early Saturday 
morning prior to the festival.  

Proceeds from the 2016 Wild Turkey 5K benefit the Carolina Waterfowl Res-
cue helping North Carolina's birds in need.   

www.carolinawaterflowlrescue.com 
 

 

Heritage Trail Grand Opening ribbon cutting ceremony was held at 
the start of the festival.  UCMG Carol Larrimore coordinated the planning 
and building of the trail with the First Presbyterian Church of Monroe Boy 
Scout Troop #1 and their leader Mac McFarland. Eagle Scouts from the 
Monroe and Unionville troops developed and extended the trail, and built 
and donated benches to be used along the trail. The trail is an extension of 
the UCMG’s Teaching Gardens educating the public about native plants 
found in piedmont woodlands. “We hope to eventually connect with the Car-
olina Thread Trail,” said Larrimore.  

 

 

NC Science Festival included the Heritage Festival as one of it’s official events.  Following the theme “Science in the Great 
Outdoors”, more than 20 exhibitors offered information and activities related to STEM, (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics), including worms and composting where kids could make Polymer worms to take home, Spin Casting lessons, mak-
ing birdfeeders out of a milk cartons and even a Healthy Water Trail where participants walked down the trail in the Teaching Gar-
den, learning about water pollution, not only in our everyday habits, but also in agriculture and Wingate University Biology Club 
students engaged children with bug identification activities, reptile related craft activities and tree and carnivorous plant identifica-
tion 

LOAVES AND FISHES OF UNION COUNTY benefited from generous donations of more than 2,500 pounds of food and 
more than $600.    

SOUPER-BOWL COMMUNITY TABLE EVENT 
Several volunteers made a batch of chicken and vegetable soup (recipe below) 
and others helped serve at this Union County Farmer’s Market event.   Lefto-
vers were delivered to the freezer at the Union County Community Shelter.  
And now…into the gardens!  Finally, with the Festival over, MG’s can once 
again focus on maintaining the and enhancing the wonderful Teaching Garden, 
which served as the backdrop for the big event. 

 
“In the spring…at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt.” 
― Margaret Atwood 
 
 

Follow us: 
FACEBOOK:   www.facebook.com/UnionCountyNCMasterGardeners 
WEB:               www.mastergardenersunioncountync.org 
PINTEREST    www.pinterest.com/ucmgva 

Karen Carnes, Lilly Melamedas, Pam Beam, Debbie 
Vaughan, Beda-TrenningHelms, Ruth Goodrich and 
Tina Sagartz. Not pictured: Carolyn Holmberg, Sonia 
McEleveen 

http://www.carolinawaterflowlrescue.com/
https://www.facebook.com/UnionCountyNCMasterGardeners
http://www.mastergardenersunioncountync.org
http://www.pinterest.com/ucmgva/
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 Southeast District 

Brenda Clayton, Margery Pearl  

Co-District Reporters 
Bladen,Brunswick, Carteret, Columbus,Craven, Duplin, Greene, Johnston, Jones, Lenoir, New Hanover, Onslow,Pamlico, Pender, Robeson, 

Sampson, Wayne, Wilson. 

Bladen County Submitted by - Joan Taylor 
 
Supporting the County Youth  
Supporting the county youth has been a priority for the Master Gardener Volunteers.  Several years ago a 
scholarship was established to assist a local youth with financial need to obtain an educational goal.  Previous 
recipients have included either local students who had been accepted to the North Carolina State University’s 
Agricultural Program or students attending 4-H programs.  Last year, the scholarship program was used to pro-
vide an opportunity for youths to attend 4-H programs.  This year, the scholarship will be open to a local high 
school senior at each of the county's two high schools to assist them with their educational goals.  Funds are 
also being considered to again provide a local youth with the opportunity to attend a 4-H camp, program or con-
vention.  The 4-H youth program provides many programs and camps that benefit the youth in our area.  If you 

would like to learn more about the Bladen County 4-H program,  
view the website at http://bladen.ces.ncsu.edu/categories/4-h-youth-development/page/2/ 

Upcoming Spring Plant Sales 
Each year the community looks forward to the EMGV’s spring plant sales.  These plant 
sales are known for providing quality plants at affordable prices.  Our EMGV’s have been 
working hard preparing for the two upcoming spring plant sale events. The first plant sale 
will be April 23rd at the Cape Fear Farmers Market at 106 MLK Drive in Elizabethtown from 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon.  Additional information regarding the Cape Fear Farmer’s Market 
can be found at http://www.elizabethtownnc.org/. 
 
The second plant sale will be April 30th at the Bladenboro Farmers Market in Bladenboro 
from 9am to 11am and will be followed by the “Boost the Boro” Spring Fest from 12pm to 
4pm.  The Spring Fest will include grilled BBQ chicken plate sales, various venders and a 
performance by local band Loose Floorboards.  The Bladenboro Farmers Market is locat-
ed at 204 N. Main St., near the intersection of N. Main St and N. Ashe St..   
To see all that this Farmers Market has to offer,   go to http://
www.borobooster.org/.  Everyone is invited to attend! 
 

Upcoming Trip 
The EMGV’s are excited to have the opportunity to visit a hydroponic gardener.  More in-
formation will be shared regarding the plans for this trip in a future newsletter. 

 Brunswick County Submitted by - Mary T. Dixon 
 
Edible Landscape Demonstration Garden Sparks Community Interest 
Eating healthy has its challenges, and Brunswick Botanical Gardens has stepped up to the plate with its new Edible Landscape 
Demonstration Garden (EDLG).  A team of enthusiastic Master Gardeners is planting vegetables, herbs, and edible flowers among 
shrubs and trees that replicate home landscapes.  Purple kohlrabi forms an eye-catching arrangement amid the perfectly formed 
rosettes of baby pak choi and the colorful stems of purple choi sum.  Molten Fire Amaranth is a striking contrast to the lacy foliage of 
the yarrow surrounding it.  Roman chamomile forms a perennial ground cover beneath a fragrant tea olive plant.  Even bush toma-
toes and beans find a welcoming place in the edible landscape! 

 

 

mailto:tpearl002@gmail.com
mailto:tpearl002@gmail.com
http://bladen.ces.ncsu.edu/categories/4-h-youth-development/page/2/
http://www.elizabethtownnc.org/
http://www.borobooster.org/
http://www.borobooster.org/
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Continued Brunswick County  

Turmeric and mango ginger are among the edible perennials along with a host of herbs, flowers and vegetables.  Pink okra and 
Yellow Thai Eggplants are planted alongside traditional Southern standbys such as cabbage collards, carrots and mustards.  Herbs 
like chervil, parsley, and chamomile can form low ground covers that help keep 
weeds down.  Flowers like marigolds, cosmos, and zinnias add color while 
attracting beneficial insects.  Thyme, rosemary, and sage can form perennial 
borders.  Society garlic, marigolds, yarrow, and other plants are selected spe-
cifically to deter deer and other hungry critters tempted to munch in the gar-
den.  Gaillardia, calendula, zinnias and cosmos help fight the dreaded South-
ern root-knot nematode that dwells in our sandy coastal soil. 
 
Planning is the key ingredient in a successful year-round edible landscape in 
Coastal North Carolina.  There is not a single month when we cannot grow 
edibles in our home landscapes.  Edibles in the demonstration garden are 
grown from seeds, which allows Master Gardeners to experiment with new 
varieties that are not available at the local nurseries.  Detailed records are kept 
of dates the seeds are planted, dates they germinate, and dates they are 
planted in the garden.  The ELDG team keeps notes of when the plants flower, 
make fruit, and go to seed.  All this record keeping is important for year-round planning.  Some plants such as bok choi and tatsoy 
mature within 30 days of seed being planted.  Others such as broccoli and cauliflower can take six months or more to fully ma-
ture.  Keeping accurate records takes the guesswork out of year-round planting. 
 
Texture, color, fragrance and size all matter when it comes to planning for year-round edibles in the landscape.  Varieties of brocco-
li, cauliflower, cabbages, and kale can be arranged to provide stunning living bouquets.  Today's lettuce selections include pinks, 
reds, golds, and greens.  They make a brilliant low growing border in fall, winter and spring.  Many Asian greens can withstand our 
hot, humid summers. 
 
The ELDG is a perfect opportunity for Master Gardeners to apply their gardening skills and learn new ones.  Among these are suc-
cession planting, companion planting, harvesting seeds, harvesting edibles, making tea from herbs, alternative composting, and 
organic pest management.  Even before this project is completed, community groups and  garden clubs are making appointments 
for special tours to learn more.   
For information, please contact Michelle Cousineau, Botanical Gardens curator at (910) 253-2610. 
 

 
Carteret County Submitted by - Marie Roberts 
 
Hi, NCEMGVs!  I can’t believe we are working on our summer edition!  The weather in Carteret County is still 
bobbling around between late winter and early spring.  Cold weather, warm weather, rain, no rain, very high winds and no wind, but 
we are approaching the 15th of April which is usually a safe planting date for our area.  Due to very heavy rains last fall, not many 
people had a garden, much less  a successful one.  We are now looking forward to  healthy and productive gardens this spring and 
summer! 
 

Demonstration Gardens 
All of our Demonstration Gardeners have been trying to get to work, but some 
scheduled work days have had to be cancelled and rescheduled due to unpre-
dictable weather.  You know how it is, in February we are ready to get into the 
garden after studying seed catalogs and gardening magazines, etc., but Mother 
Nature knows best and, if we are patient, will ultimately give us the go ahead! 
 
The following gardens are located at the Beaufort Historic Site in Beaufort.  The 
Apothecary Garden is behind the Apothecary Building, Leffer’s is to the right of 
the Leffer’s House and both are maintained by our EMGVs.  Both gardens are 
time appropriate to the dates the buildings were built.  Our Propagation Area is in 
the back of the site where the propagation of time appropriate plants that have 
been proven to be good sellers takes place.  Proceeds from plant sales go to the 
historic site, with some coming our way to resupply potting soil, etc.  
 These demonstration gardens have proven to be successful for our organization thru educational events held there and the visita-
tion of the many people who wander through on tours. 
 
The Core Sound Demonstration Gardens are a cooperative effort of the CCEMGVA 
and the Core Sound Waterfowl Museum on Harker’s Island.  The project includes a 
Butterfly Garden leading up to their front door, a small Camellia and Azalea Garden 
and a Compost Area around back which includes fig trees that are still in the early 
growing stages.  Many educational programs have also been held at this facility, draw-
ing a large number of CC Gardeners.  The one scheduled for Saturday, April 
23rd  includes a plant sale, a propagation demonstration and time set aside for garden-
ing questions. 

Leffers Historic Garden (Carteret County) 

Core Island Sound Museum Walkway 
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Continued Careret County  

The Aquarium Garden is located at the NC Aquarium at Pine Knoll Shores.  Families come from everywhere for fun, adventure and 
education.  Our volunteers here work in the rain and bog gardens which are seen by MANY people. Our other demonstration gar-
dens, located at St. Egbert’s School and the Webb Library, have been reported on in the past and updates will be given in 
future issues. 
 
Our organization has a regular scheduled meeting set for Thursday, April 14th.  Topics on the agenda are: Annual Porch Day and 
Plant Sale, our regular spring trip, election for President and Secretary, the annual Ginny Welton Award, an update on our 
state association, annual garden tour and luncheon and a report on the Curb Market Garden, which was our project years 
ago and has just been resumed by our organization.   
 

Craven County Submitted by - Audrey Williams, in collaboration with Mike Price, for the CCEMGVA 
 
Potatoes Galore from a Box of Weeds 
Growing Irish Potatoes can give an excellent yield even within a limited space.  It is also simple to do and cost effective.  Here’s how: 
 
In late summer and fall, a 3' x 6' box was filled with garden weeds and tree leaves to a depth of 1 foot.  The box comprised of four 
boards, about 15" high, held in place vertically with wooden stakes and forming a rectangular box with no bottom and no top.  In late 
winter, two cups of cottonseed meal and 1/2 cup of Epsom salts were sprinkled on top of the organic matter and the box was covered 
with black plastic.  During the winter, the plastic cover was removed three times to allow rain to soak the contents. 
On March 3rd, eight Pontiac Red whole non-sprouted seed potatoes, less than or equal to 2" diameter and with 2 to 5 eyes each, 
were planted in the box and covered with wheat straw, weeds and pine needles.  The planting date was about two weeks later than 
usual due to lingering cold winter.  The recommended earliest planting date for the coastal plain is normally mid February.   In fact, 
the plants that had been growing well were knocked back badly at least once by late frosts. 
When the foliage was 1' to 1 1/2' high, the plants were hilled with a minimum of 4" of wheat straw.  The plants measured 3' high (from 
seed level) by May 1st. 
 
The plants received no supplemental watering besides rainfall and the mulch conserved the necessary moisture.  Four times during 
the growing season, the plants received a foliar spray of a mix of Spray-n-Grow® (iron, zinc and 17  micronutrients), Bill's Perfect 
Fertilizer® (NPK 6-11-5 & trace elements), Coco Wet® (a spreader/sticker), Bull's Eye™ (a bio-insecticide), Pyola® (an insecticide) 
and Neem Oil (a fungicide).  The insecticides were used to minimize damage from Colorado potato beetles.  The last spraying did 
not include Pyola due to high temperatures. 
 
On June 25th, 114 days after planting, 37 lbs of potatoes were harvested.  This was an easy, no dig affair – mulch and plants were 
just pulled aside to reveal potatoes.  None were lost to sunburn, defects, etc.  At local supermarket organic prices of $1.99/lb., 37 lbs 
adds up to $73.63 worth of potatoes.  65% of the potatoes were US#1 Grade A, 30% were US#1 Grade B and 5% were under-
sized.  Extrapolated to a per acre basis, assuming that a raised box system would need 1 1/2 acres to produce on 1 acre, the yield 
would be 58,000 lbs/acre.  That is about 2 to 5 times the typical commercial yield.  Our success with this project indicates that even a 
small garden space can produce a large crop of edible potatoes. 
 
Master Gardeners, we would like to challenge all of you to do a similar project starting this fall, and would love to hear about your 

results! 

Greene County Submitted by - James Roy Thagard, Jr., Assistant Ag 
Agent, Greene County 

Master Gardeners Work Together to Improve Landscaping at Middle School 
On April 16, 2011, nearly 5 years ago, our county was hit directly by a tornado.  While 

relatively small in size, the tornado caused major damage to the middle school.  It 

took two years for repairs to be completed on the building.  Now, thankfully, the stu-

dents are back to a normal routine at their school. 

 
 
Meanwhile, the landscaping around the school was very poor.  The principal of the school, Mrs. Diane Blackman, was receiving 
many complaints from teachers and parents about the look of the front of the school.  One of the teachers at the middle school, now 
retired, is also a Master Gardener.  Mrs. Blackman approached our Master Gardeners through this teacher to see if there was any-
thing that could be done to help beautify the school’s landscaping. 
Our Master Gardeners went to work this winter to help with this project.  First, funds were secured.  The Greene County Master Gar-
deners were awarded a $2500 grant from Lowes Home Improvement to begin work on this school project.  The superintendent of 
Greene County Schools was so excited, he contributed an additional $2000 from his county budget for any additional needs!  These 
funds would be sufficient to begin to improve these landscape beds. 
 
Next, our Master Gardeners worked together to develop a plan for improving the front landscaping beds with this budget in mind.  It 
was determined that standing water in the landscape beds was causing the shrubs to die.  Corrugated piping was purchased to drain 
rainwater directly into sewer drains.  Greene County Master Gardener Karla Jenkins, gifted in landscape design, drew plans for each 
bed and selected a variety of shrubs to be planted.  We wanted to bring color into the landscape while selecting plants that would 
thrive in sun, but not need much maintenance.   

        Middle School  Ag students helping plant shrubs 
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Continued Greene County 

Existing shrubs that could be salvaged were arranged into better spaces and shrubs were purchased from Willow Oak Nursery in 
Snow Hill to fill landscape beds.  Pine straw was also purchased and spread onto the beds.  For a centerpiece, an oak tree was 
donated by another local nursery, Worthington Farms of Farmville. 

 
The middle school purchased 85 shrubs with the grant funds.  On the day 
of delivery, Master Gardeners, teachers, and the agriculture classes all 
pitched in to help place and plant each shrub.  Mrs. Blackman graciously 
complimented the Master Gardeners and others who helped with this pro-
ject.  She said that teachers and parents were stopping by to see the 
landscape project and giving it rave reviews!   
 

Our Cooperative Extension Staff in Greene County give great praise to all 

the Master Gardeners who contributed to this project.  Way to go, Greene 

County EMGVs! 

Finished product in one of the 5 landscape beds (Greene County) 
Many of these shrubs were planted in front of the mid-
dle school (Greene County) 

Equally important as the success and effectiveness of the 
Community Garden is the recognition that is growing as more 
people are learning through the gardening programs and mak-
ing important contributions to their community.  In addition to 
other community groups, Jo Co EMGVs support the garden in 
many ways and provide educational gardening information 
and hands-on opportunities so the advantages of gardening 
can be experienced by all. In 2015, over 2,700 pounds of pro-
duce were harvested by volunteers and donated to the Clay-
ton Area Ministries!  

Currently, the grant-financed greenhouse at the Garden is 
brimming with starts for the garden and for our annual EMGV 
plant sale to be held April 30th.  We’ll be reporting on that sale 
in the next issue! 

Fantastic and Informative Guest Speakers 
At our meeting on February 5th, we were honored with a visit 
from Edna Gaston, NCEMGVA President!  Using the newly 
completed NCEMGVA PowerPoint, Edna effectively and en-
thusiastically conveyed information on the Association, the 
preliminary, innovative plans for Master Gardener College in 
2017, and the many opportunities for grants and awards. 

Under Edna’s leadership and with her dedicated work ethic, 
the NCEMGVA is budding and blossoming more than ever.  In 
driving all the way to Smithfield, as well as to several other 
counties this spring, Edna is really “going the extra mile” to 
encourage members and to promote the Association.  Thanks, 
Edna! 
 

Johnston County Submitted by - Griffin David 
Lockett 

JoCo Networking for Charity 

JoCo Networking for Charity is a Johnston County professional 
networking and fundraising group which organizes events for area 
professionals to network while raising money for local chari-
ties.   Arranged by EMGV and realtor Joyce Pettengill, the group 
sponsored the Clayton Community Garden at the Clayton Com-
munity Center for March.  The event was held March 15th at the 
Bistro on Third in Smithfield.   In addition to the EMGVs who at-
tended, other restaurant patrons also made contributions to the 
community garden.  In total, $281 was raised and the check pre-
sented to Johnston County EMGVs at the April meeting! 

From left to right: Marshall Warren, Horticultural 
Agent;  EMGVs Roy Lewis, Community Garden Coordinator 
and Eloise Adams, Treasurer; presenting the check is EMGV 
and realtor Joyce Pettengill. 

Edna Gaston 
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Pender County Submitted by - Nancy Heide 
 

New EMGV Graduates 
The 2016 EMG class has graduated.  This group of interns has been very involved and active in class topics and discussions.  In 
addition to their classroom lectures, they received hands-on experiences at the New Hanover County Arboretum and at Johnson’s 
Nursery.  Following the class on propagation, several of the interns grew plants for the “Home Grown” section of the spring plant 
sale.     

 

Great Speaker 
Speakers Bureau presentations included a fascinating talk by Bruce D. Han-
nan on Honey Bees and Beekeeping.  Bruce was barely able to “scratch the 
surface” in the time allotted and promises to have more presentations in the 
future.  Other subjects to be cov-
ered are: Composting, Propaga-
tion, and Native Plants.    

 

 
 

Demo Gardens 
We keep two Demonstration Gardens.  One is in Burgaw at the Pender County Extension Office and the other is at the county li-
brary in Hampstead.  Both gardens are looking good.  Teams of EMGVs meet each week at both gardens to weed and maintain the 
plantings.  

 

Continued Johnston County 
 
At our March meeting, Nicole Arnold, a Graduate Research Assistant with NCSU’s Food, Bioprocessing and Nutrition Depart-
ment, presented a very interesting, informative PowerPoint on food safety.  Nicole discussed the latest national challenges to the 
safety of our food supply, provided us with resources for more information, and answered a multitude of questions.  Growing 
Safer Gardens Guidelines can be found at: 
https://growingsafergardens.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/foodsafetywebcurriculum-10-24-12.pdf 

 
During our April meeting, Gerald Adams from Campbell Road Nursery in Raleigh, a former North Carolina Governor’s Mansion 
Horticultural Director, captivated us with a very enjoyable and informative presentation about adding color to the landscape year 
round.  He identified many varieties of plants and discussed the advantages and challenges of each plant.  Gerald’s special 
knowledge and experiences at the Governor’s Mansion allowed him to provide us with particularly insightful, helpful, and realistic 
suggestions.   

         Bee Speaker (Pender County) 

    Pender County Library Garden plantings.  

 
 

School Outreach Program 
School Outreach is on summer 

vacation!  Before closing out the 

school year, the kids dug up their 

crops of potatoes, radishes and 

lettuce.  The classroom compost 

bins, including the worms, were 

emptied into the garden beds in 

preparation for planting sessions 

next year.    

Ask a Master Gardener  
Ask a Master Gardener is a mainstay of the farmers’ markets at Poplar Grove 
and in Surf City.  EMGVs answer questions and provide information on a myri-
ad of topics throughout the summer and into the fall.  During the winter months 
our Ask a Master Gardener teams maintain a garden hotline at the Pender 
County Extension Office in Burgaw.  Additionally they have a table at the 
Hampstead Library where the volunteers answer questions from the public. 
 

 

 

        School Outreach (Pender County) 

https://growingsafergardens.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/foodsafetywebcurriculum-10-24-12.pdf
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Wilson County Submitted by - Carroll Gaissert 
 

Plant Sale 
On Saturday, April 16th, the Wilson County EMGVs held their annual plant sale. This was our 
most successful plant sale yet. Approximately 300 people shopped the plant sale and several 
thousand plants were purchased. There were very few plants left for the half-price sale before the 
EMGV meeting the following Monday! 
 

Regional Symposium on June 2nd 
The Wilson EMGVs will host a one-day regional symposium on Thursday, June 2, 2016, from 9:00am until 3:30pm. The keynote 
speaker will be Dr. Bob Lyons, Professor Emeritus, University of Delaware, speaking on the topic “Outstanding Herbaceous Plants: 
Your Rx for Long-Lasting Color in the Landscape”. Dr. Lyons will present a second talk during lunch entitled “The Color of the Native 
Plant Palette: Herbaceous Considerations and Other Related Thoughts“. He will discuss a wide array of native species that have 
continued to attract widespread attention by gardeners for their flowering and/or foliage features. Each attendee will have the oppor-
tunity to attend two of four concurrent sessions which will explore the topics of “Youth Gardening“, “Herbs“, “Pollinator Plants“, and 
“Succulents“. The final presentation of the day will be by Sarah Myers of the Bayer Bee Care Center who will discuss “Bee Biology”. 
 
Pre-registration is required. The registration fee of $25 includes lunch. Additional information is available at 
www.wilsonbotanicalgardens.org or by calling 252-237-0113. The deadline for registration is May 26. 

 

Upcoming Activities 
The summer promises to be a busy time with plans for monthly Lunchtime Tours of the various gardens at the Wilson Botanical Gar-
dens, educational sessions held monthly in conjunction with the regular EMGV meetings, and a variety of activities for children and 
youth. 
 

CALENDAR Of Coming Events across North Carolina 
May 

14   The ABC’s of Gardening” is the theme for our 14th annual Coastal Gardening Festival  at the Thomas A. Baum Senior Center in 

Kill Devil Hills.  The Festival last year drew over 2,000 visitors.  For more information call the Dare NC Cooperative Extension at 252

-473-4290 or visit us on Facebook “Dare County Master Gardeners”. 

14   Pitt County.  One day in May finally comes when we have potted up all the thousands of plants for the plant sale, the 

tent is ready to put up, the advertisements sent out and hopefully the sun is shining.  We look forward to this day and have for 

twelve years.  The Friends of the Arboretum start first and then many return shoppers and more each year. It is a celebration of 

Spring and the joys of gardening. 

21   Forsyth county field trip, awe-inspiring LeFevre gardens filled with native plants and flora and the Paul Ciener Botanical Gar-

dens in Kernersville.  The tours will be led by Adrinenne Roethling, curator at the Ciener gardens. 

24    The Treasure Tree program identifies, documents, and recognizes the largest, rarest, oldest, and other important trees and     

woody ornamentals in the county. Toby Bost, chairperson of this committee, will be hosting a tour of trees in Old Salem. 

26   Greensboro NC - 10:00 am - Plantings for Fragrance class. Cooperative Extension Center, 3309 Burlington Rd., Greensboro, 

NC 27405. Open to the public, call to register 336-641-2400  

June 
 

2    Wilson County Agricultural Services, 1806 Goldsboro St S, Wilson, NC 27893, United States the Spring into Summer Gardening 

Symposium, hosted by the Wilson County Extension Master Gardeners and the Wilson Botanical Gardens, will be in the 

Wilson Agricultural Center located at 1806 SW Goldsboro Street, Wilson, NC 27893. 

4&5  The Garden Tour council has chosen gardens in the Lexington area again for the 12
th
 Annual Garden Tour. The tour will 

take place on June 4 and June 5 and will include five private gardens in the Country Club area.  In addition, there will be a special 

feature focusing on patio homes with small space gardens. Tickets can be purchased at “The Backyard Retreat “ at 106 S. Main 

Street, Lexington, or at any of the homes being featured  on the day of the tour.  

Cost is $10.00 and can be used either or both days Additional information can be found on the Davidson County Extension Master 

Gardeners Facebook page or by calling 336-210-5365 or 336-250-3014. 

8    Forsyth county Field trip visiting the gardens of Old Salem and will have two lectures provided by the staff at Old Salem: 

“Moravian Legacy: A Landscape History” and “Heirloom Plants of Old Salem”. Following the lectures will be self-guided tours and an 

optional lunch. With programs this exciting, we wonder how this committee can surpass our expectations this summer and fall. 
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West District 

Betty Lockwood District Reporter  
Avery,  Buncombe, Burke, Caldwell,  Cherokee, Clay, Cleveland, Eastern Band Cherokee Indians, Gra-

ham Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, Polk, Rutherford, Swain,  

Transylvania, Watauga, Yancy. 

Buncombe County Submitted by - Barbara Hayes 
 
The first quarter of 2016 was a busy one. 

 
Gardening in the Mountains 
We held our first program for the public on February 18, kicking off the season with a presentation on Pruning Small Trees and 
Shrubs, led by EMGV Alan Wagner. The 50+ attendees learned about time-tested pruning techniques, how to select the best tools 
for the job, and the right time to prune particular plants. After the lecture portion of the program, Alan led the group on a pruning 
expedition of the area surrounding our new office and demonstrated how to apply good pruning techniques in a real landscape. 
Monthly offerings on other gardening topics will continue through October. 
 

Gardening Blog 
Our Blog, which averages one article per week, now reaches over 750 subscribers. After posting on our 
webpage, we distribute the articles directly to subscribers’ email accounts and to our Facebook page. The 
timely articles cover a wide range of gardening topics and provide information on upcoming EMGV pro-
grams for the public. If you would like to subscribe, go to the Buncombe County EMG website at: 
www.buncombemastergardener.org 
 
New Learning Opportunities 
Our Technology Committee offered a Continuing Education opportunity to 10 EMGVs on using an iPad for answering questions 
from the public. In addition, 20 EMGVs received advanced training on taking high-quality photographs with smart phones. The 
photographs will be used in public communications via print and electronic media. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

EMGV Alan Wagner demonstrates pruning tech-

niques  

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMGV Melissa Volker taking photo of EMGV 
Suzanne Wodek (left) and EMGV Nan Dauphine. 
(Photo by Suzanne Tourtillott). 

Burke County Submitted by- Ed Morse 

Burke County EMGV Association held its first meeting of 2016 on January 25 with new President, Beth Whitaker, presiding.  Thir-
ty-six members and 3 guests were in attendance.  Extension Agent, Donna Teasley, announced two upcoming workshops involv-

ing Master Gardeners.  The workshops include Backyard Fruits and grafting.  The annual Small Fruit Sale will be held in March 
with the 3rd annual Association plant sale/yard sale/bake sale scheduled for May 7.  It was also announced that there were 23 
enrollees in the new Master Gardener training class.  The January meeting program was on the subject of seed germination pre-

sented by John Coburn, Burke County Master Gardener. 

In February, forty-three members and six members of the new training class were in attendance.  The 2016 Membership Directo-
ry was distributed.   It was announced that the raised beds at the Joara Foundation Native-American demonstration site in Mor-
ganton were ready for early planting.  The community garden raised beds at the Burke Extension office have all been leased for 

2016.  The Association approved financial assistance to help 10 Western Piedmont Community College students attend the Busi-
ness of Farming Conference.   

mailto:betty.lockwood0927@gmail.com
mailto:bettylockwood0927@gmail.com?subject=email
http://www.buncombemastergardener.org/


 28 

 

Continued Burke County 

Extension Director, Spring Williams-Byrd made a presentation on the upcoming bond referendum and how approval would benefit 
North Carolina and Burke County.  The February program was sustainable gardening presented by Megan Roberts, instructor at 

Western Piedmont Community College.  

The March Association meeting opened with 38 members and 4 guests present.  The Master Gardener graduation was scheduled 
for April 20.  Lisa Sanderson, NCSU Master Gardener Coordinator, will be the speaker.  The Association approved technical support 
for raised beds to be built for use by Head Start families.  The March program was presented by Angel Hjarding, Director, Pollinator 

and Wildlife Programs, NC Wildlife Federation, on wildlife habitat certification and the NC Butterfly Highway Project. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  Burke County Raised Beds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       Burke County Raised Beds 

Cleveland County Submitted by - Cindy Cabaniss 
 
Cleveland County EMGVs' have been very busy so far in this new year and it looks like the year will continue to be packed with lots 
of fun adventures. 
 
For our January program, we had a very interesting guest speaker. Sherry Green of Green Family Farms gave an informative talk 
on their adventures of learning to grow, harvest and sell ginger. Their ginger is offered for sale In season at our local Farmer's Mar-
ket, but they sell out quickly. We hope she will return again to share more in regards to their farm. 

 
The setting for our February meeting was Big John's Hydrofarm, which 
is owned and operated by our own EMGV John Carroll. He shared with 
the group the history of his family farm and home before leading the 
group to the greenhouse and describing the process for growing toma-
toes in that particular environment. 
 
 
On February 27, a group of EMGV's travelled to South Carolina for the 
11th Annual Joy of Gardening Symposium by the Master Gardeners of 
York County, SC. Delightful day!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We are busy planning our Annual Plant Sale for May. As plants start 
emerging, what will we be able to divide? Committee members are 
brainstorming. We are excited about upcoming garden tours of some 
of our fellow EMGVs' in June and other field trips. 
 
 
 

Cleveland County EMGVs at Rutherford County Spring 
Garden School. 

Cleveland County EMGVs visiting York County, SC. 
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Henderson County Submitted by - Betty Lockwood 

After a mild winter, we were able to get started in our gardens earlier than usual this year. As mentioned in our last report, this is 
the year that we will be working together putting time and money into our existing gardens and  getting to know each other  a little 
better as we work together. 

Several planning meetings in February, followed by weekly workdays in March, have transformed the Bountiful Harvest Communi-
ty Garden. For years this garden had been plagued by intermittent flooding of the nearby creek – not a complete washout, but 
disheartening for those gardeners with plots at the lower end of the garden.  The timbers installed eight years ago were warping 
and in places decaying. For various reasons, some of the plots had expanded from their original 4’ x 16’ area. Overall, the garden 
was beginning to show its age! A plan was prepared to convert all the plots to raised beds over time, starting with the low end of 
the property and continuing as funds were raised.  Many talents emerged from our planning sessions, including those of people 
willing to contact local businesses for donations. As a result, we were the recipients of donated lumber, hardware, topsoil, com-
post, goat manure, plants to add winter interest to the flower and shrub garden along the outer perimeter. By mid-April, all the 
beds in the main area of the garden had been raised, and the perimeter garden refreshed! Our thanks go to all the generous folk 
who donated components for our garden.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         Community Garden March 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        Community Garden May 

The project at Bullington Gardens involves re-working the 
Pollinator Garden. Many of the plants were overgrown and 
others needed replacing. The first big workday took care of 
digging out surplus plants; some were potted up for the 
spring plant sale, others found new homes in the gardens of 
lucky Master Gardeners. The next phase will be adding 
more desirable plants and placing markers by each plant. 
These markers will not only give the common and botanical 
name of the plant, but list the pollinators that the plant at-
tracts. In addition, interactive signs will be designed and 
installed with questions and activities for children visiting the 
garden.  

Other activities have involved tidying up all of our gardens 
for spring, and preparations for Bullington’s big spring plant 
sale, which took place April 28/29 and 30. What a fantastic 
event!  A wide variety of unusual natives, perennials and 
annuals were for sale, many of them grown from seed on the 
premises. There was also a large selection of tomatoes, peppers and other vegetables and herbs.  All proceeds from the sale go 
towards educational programs for children and adults, including the growing horticultural therapy programs and those in conjunction 
with Henderson County Public Schools.   

 

The first general meeting of the year was held on March 23, followed by a potluck lunch including a vari-
ety of chili prepared by Horticulture Agent Kerrie Roach – thank you Kerrie, you are not only a great 
teacher but a great cook! After lunch we headed over to the community garden for an afternoon of work.  
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Polk County Submitted by - Jackie Weedon 

The Foothills Association of Master Gardeners, serving Polk County and northern Spartanburg County, SC, met for its quarterly 

educational session in April. Lisa Wagner gave an inspirational program on Creating a Garden Full of Life: Gardening for Nature. 

Lisa is a plant ecologist and naturalist, whose award-winning blog Natural Gardening (www.naturalgardening.blogspot.com) in-

cludes reflections and observations on gardening in both the Piedmont and the mountains. 

In late March, members met for a spring cleanup of the gardens they maintain at the Polk County Extension Office. The shade 

garden they planted last spring to honor John Vining, our retired Extension Director, is thriving.  

http://www.naturalgardening.blogspot.com

