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NORTH CAROLINA EXTENSION MASTER GARDENER 
VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION  

H e l p i n g N o r t h C a r o l i n a G r o w 

President’s Message 

What a busy summer since we last were together!  Now, we can briefly pause to catch 
our breath before the holiday season begins.  The most exciting thing was the 
announcement of our award winners – staff, volunteers, competitive grants and 
matching grants!  These are highlighted in another area of your newsletter. 

Your Executive Committee has been very busy with “behind the scenes” 
activities.  Among these is a new website design.  This template will make it easier to 
view on cell phones and tablets – check it out!  Not only are plans underway for the 
educational opportunity sponsored by Cooperative Extension in 2017, but 2018 ideas 
are being discussed.  If you want to help with the 2018 State Conference, please speak 
up now!  Remember 2018 is YOUR conference.  Stay tuned for exciting details. 

Continuing the 7 C’s of Success, we are now thinking about Consistency.  This is so 
much easier said than done.  We have all heard the proverb about where the road 
paved with good intentions leads.   As Liberty Hyde Bailey, American horticulturist, 
botanist and cofounder of the American Society for Horticultural Science said, “A garden 
requires patient labor and attention. Plants do not grow merely to satisfy ambitions or to 
fulfill good intentions.  They thrive because someone expended effort on them.”  That’s 
what each of us does in our garden and, realize it or not, what we do in our lives.  We 
set goals and strive towards something we want to achieve; we make commitments.  We 
have good intentions, but we go off course sometimes because we lack consistency. 

In setting goals, are we practical?  Is our time frame, abilities, and resources realistic?  If 
the goal is not met, was it because we were inconsistent?  Did we have the right 
attitude, desire, planning?  Did we succumb to temptation and go off track – in the words 
of Scarlett O’Hara “I’ll think about that tomorrow”.  Sometimes, we try to fool ourselves 
and not look rationally at the situation.  We go against that little voice inside and try to 
convince ourselves that one time won’t matter.  This is inconsistency.  Strive to develop 
good habits; they are hard to break.  Even then, sometimes temptations creep in and 
alter those good habits.  That’s when inconsistency can rear its ugly head!  

Sometimes fear of the unknown or of failure leads to inconsistent behavior.  “Face our 
fear and it will disappear”, “Dare to be Great”, charge forward with a goal, with a 
plan.  Being a math major, I quickly learned you can’t skip steps or you have a mess 
(also known as a wrong answer and a bad grade).  Break everything down into little 
steps, have a good foundation, move slowly, but deliberately, onward and upward, being 
consistent, and true to ourselves.   

That’s what we do as gardeners.  We don’t harvest delicious tomatoes immediately; we 
must consistently progress step by step from seed to fruit.  We are eternal 
optimists.  And, there is always next year! 

Hope everyone has a wonderful Thanksgiving and may your holidays of December be 
enjoyable. 

Until next year, 

Edna. 

As you know there have been two website addresses for many years and neither reflects our current 

official name. Thanks to the hard work of our webmaster, Mary Conroy, we have a new address. Get ready 

because it's so hard to remember -  ncemgva.org. Please check everywhere you may have our old web 

addresses and change - forms, websites, etc. Spread the word. 

 

AWARD! 

Kathleen Moore was 

presented the 2016 Staff 

Achievement Award by 

NCEMGVA in recognition of 

her organization and 

leadership in the 

successful revision of the 

Extension Gardener 

Handbook for North 

Carolina. 
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North Carolina Extension Master Gardener Program 

Update 

Submitted by Lisa Sanderson 

Several delegates to the October NC Extension Master 

Gardener Volunteer Association (NCEMGVA) Board 

meeting requested additional information on how the NC 

EMGV state program is funded.   NC State University 

pays Lucy Bradley’s salary, and NC State Extension pays 

Lisa Sanderson’s salary.  However, the State EMG 

Program receives no budgeted program or travel funds 

from the University.  The program is funded by the $40 fee 

included in the tuition paid by each student in an initial 

training class. While we generally have around 500 

students each year, in the past few years that number has 

dropped as some agents have postponed offering a class 

until the new Extension Gardener Handbook is 

published.   

The state EMGV Association has also contributed pass 

through and matching funds to the state EMGV operating 

fund.  When an EMGV joined the NCEMGVA or renewed 

their membership and included a donation to the NC EMG 

State Program, the NCEMGVA contributed $1 in a 

matching contribution.  A much appreciated and valuable 

contribution of $393 in spring 2016 we used toward the 

cost of editing and page lay out for the Diseases and 

Disorders chapter in the Extension Gardener 

Handbook. While the matching funds from the 

Association are wonderful, perhaps of even more value is 

the emblematic matching of volunteer donations and the 

demonstration of support that comes with having the NC 

EMGV State Program as a line item in the NCEMGVA 

budget.  

The EMG Program “Operating Fund” is used to support 

the Extension Master Gardener Volunteers in many 

ways.  It includes the part-time salary of Kathleen Moore, 

Extension Gardener Handbook coordinator and recent 

winner of the NCEMGVA Outstanding Extension Staff 

Award, as well as fees for a copy editor and a graphic 

artist all of whom are essential to completing and printing 

the Extension Gardener Handbook.  These funds are also 

used for program supplies and equipment as well as 

funding travel for Lucy and Lisa.  

With every deed you are sowing 

seed, though the harvest you may 

not see.    

–Ella Wheeler Wilcox 

OTHER AWARDS FOR THIS YEAR: 

The Outstanding Extension Master Gardener 

Volunteer awards represent an opportunity for NC 

Master Gardener Volunteers to recognize their 

colleagues for extraordinary contributions to the 

Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Program and 

to Cooperative Extension. 

Wayne Carlson, 2016 Outstanding Volunteer 

Award, Presented by NCEMGVA in recognition of 

his outstanding leadership in Wake County and 

leadership and fundraising in MCEMGVA 

Roy Lewis, 2016 Outstanding Volunteer Award, 

Presented by NCEMGVA in recognition of his 

outstanding and enthusiastic participation and 

leadership in the Johnston County Master 

Gardeners 

Mary Conroy, 2016 Outstanding Volunteer Award, 

Presented by NCEMGVA in recognition of her outstanding 

contributions to the websites of Arboretum at Tanglewood 

and the NCEMGVA-Webmaster Extraordinaire 

Competitive Grants 

COUNTY  AWARD 

Mecklinburg  $100 

Moore   $400 

Nash   $750 

Vance/Warren  $750 

Matching Grants 

COUNTY  AWARD 

Davidson  $400 

Guilford  $500 

Vance/Warren  $100 
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A Note from the Vice President  

Why does NCEMGVA seek funding? 

This is a frequently asked question.  The newly 
signed Memorandum of Agreement between NC 
State Extension and NCEMGVA summarizes it 
best in saying: 

 “While the ultimate responsibility for the 

Program rests with the NC State Extension 

agent in each county, the Association is a vital 

partner, providing much-needed financial 

support, advocacy, educational opportunities 

and social activities for volunteers and staff.”     

It may be a surprise to many of you but 
fundraising is first in our list of activities.  
However, this is normal for 501c3 associations, of 
which there are many in NC.  They are typically 
run by boards of directors who must operate 
within the by-laws, policies, and procedures on 
file with the NC Secretary of State. This financial 
support garnered by NCEMGVA is then dispersed 
back to the Master Gardener program through 
grants for projects and educational symposia 
awards to the county programs and to the state 
program through direct cash support. Awards are 
also presented to volunteers and to Extension 
staff members who are particularly supportive to 
the program.  The Extension Program is also 
funded by the Endowment initiated by NCEMGVA 
which is further funded through new sales and 
renewal fees for our Master Gardener license 
plates. 

What is changing? 

NCEMGVA funding in the past came mainly 
through fundraising activities such as vendors, 
silent auctions, advertisers, etc., at our annual 
conferences with the help of our co-hosting 
county partners.  Due to the amount of work 
involved in annual conferences, and the number 
of county and multi-county conferences and 
training activities now being offered, we’ve 
elected to go to alternate year statewide 
NCEMGVA conferences beginning in 2018.  Our 
2017 training will be on campus and coordinated 
by Lisa Sanderson.  We would like to continue our 
award support on a yearly basis, so we are 

working to pursue other funding sources 
particularly in years where we don’t hold a 
conference such as direct contributions from 
donors for our awards.  We would additionally like 
to offer scholarships as an additional way to 
support training activities.  This is presently being 
studied by an NCEMGVA committee. 

How can we all help make this happen? 

1.  As we approach the Holiday season, 
remember Amazon Smile!  If you are an Amazon 
shopper, just go to: https://smile.amazon.com/ to 
sign in.  Identify NCEMGVA as your charity of 
choice and the 0.5 % Amazon gives to charities 
will be directed to NCEMGVA on your purchases.  
Don’t forget to pass this tip alone to others. 
Likewise, when you or others order bulbs, order 
from Brent and Becky’s Bulbs by going to: 
http://www.bloominbucks.com/.  Identify your 
charity as NC Master Gardeners on the pulldown 
menu and a contribution will be made on your 
purchase. 

2.  Please join your state Association. 
Memberships are an important source for our 
funding.  Our organization speaks with a louder 
voice with more members.  It only costs $10 per 
year.  You can join on our website: 
www.ncmgva.camp8.org. 

3.  Keep us in mind for a direct 501c3 charitable 
donation. Just click on the three dot area on the 
far right of the bar on our home page, then click 
Donation.  You can even identify the target for 
your donation, including awards, grant, direct 
donation to Extension, etc 

. 

Thank you for your support! 

Wayne Carlson,  

VP, NCEMGVA,  

Chair Fundraising 

 

 

 

 

  

https://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.bloominbucks.com/
http://www.ncmgva.camp8.org/
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West District report, Elizabeth Lockwood, 
District Editor 
 
 

Buncombe County Submitted by Barbara 
Hayes 
. 
 
NC Mountain State Fair Buncombe County EMGVs 
managed two flower shows at the NC Mountain State 
Fair in September—a fall tradition for almost 20 years! 
EMGV Gail Banner led more than 50 EMGVs who 
helped set up and take in over 2700 entries, assisted 
entrants with plant identification, supported the 35 
judges, hung ribbons, developed an educational 
exhibit, and staffed an information table every hour 
the Fair was open to the public. Both flower shows 
included Horticultural and Floral Design entries by 

adult entrants, as well as Horticultural entries by 
children, aged 6-19. Whether answering fairgoers’ 
gardening questions, helping young children enter for 
the first time, or assisting octogenarians placing their 
entries on the risers, the Fair always provides great 
interactions with the public. BC EMGVs logged well 
over 1,000 contacts during the ten days of the 
Mountain State Fair. After a few weeks to recover, 
work on the 2017 Fair catalog will begin! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Burke County 3rd Quarter 2016 Report 
Submitted by Ed Morse 

 
The July meeting of the Burke County EMGVA centered on updates of ongoing projects.  A raised beds workshop (Beds-to-Go) was 
conducted at the Extension Office with the joint participation of Association members and Habitat for Humanity families.  The families 
helped in the construction of raised beds to be installed at their homes and prepared for planting.  The large raised beds constructed by 
Association members at the county’s Hospice property are almost complete.  The July program was a presentation by Peter Marks, 
President/CEO of Seed Programs International on the seed distribution work of the organization. 
 
 

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.” 

—Winston Churchill 
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  During August Association Members assisted Cooperative 
Extension with the local fairs in Drexel and Morganton.  The 
Grounds Committee completed a productive work day on the 
landscaping at the Extension building.  The Association heard a 
proposal for the rebuilding of the 24 community raised beds at the 
Cooperative Extension grounds to be conducted over a five year 
period.  Nomination Committee for 2017 officers was approved.  
The August program was on the topic of Outdoor Remedies 
presented by Jerry Hart.  In September the annual Association 
celebration was held at a local winery with good food and door 
prizes.   
 

 
Association members conducted gardening workshops at the Joara 
Foundation demonstration site in Morganton.  Christmas related 
activities were announced for the October meeting as well as the 
date for the Christmas luncheon in December.  The September 
program, Bees in Our Garden, was presented by Robert Smith, 
President, Burke Beekeepers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cleveland County Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Quarterly Report 

July - Judy Starnes, EMGV presented a very interesting program during our July meeting on Leaf Casting utilizing the 3 to 1 part 

playground sand and Portland cement technique  
.  Chris Huffman, EMGV, followed Judy’s instructions to demonstrate an 

actual leaf casting during the program.  Judy also generously gave away 

several leaf castings.  A date of August 9th was planned for a group class 

to make these casting for use in our display in the Cleveland County Fair 

and also for items to sale next year at our annual plant sale.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two leaf castings prepared during class by EMGV’s 

 

August - Our August meeting was dedicated to the identification of topics to address for the Cleveland County Fair Exhibit Hall 

Wheel.  This 8 section wheel for viewing, which needed be educational and informative were:  Leaf Castings, Hypertufa, Beneficial 

Insects, “Think Outside the Pot”, Fall Gardens, Gardening Calendar/Tasks, Pruning, Composting, and How/Why/Water Conservation.  
Various EMGVs’ took the lead on these topics.   
A special thanks to Kathy Walker, EMGV, for our new Vertical Banner, which will be an excellent tool for the Cleveland County Fair 
Booth, possibly the Foothills Farmer’s Market and Kings Mountain Farmer’s Market and other events. 

September - Our President, Dotty Leatherwood, EMGV, gave a very informative program during our September meeting on 

Creating Fung Shui Japanese Gardens.  Thanks!!   
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Discussion regarding this past season’s Foothills Farmer’s Market and Kings Mountain Farmer’s Market.  Various EMGVs’ have 

had very interesting topics for these venues and the general public seem to 
have really enjoyed them.  Judy Ford, EMGV and Peggy Goforth, EMGV 

thanked all EMGVs who had volunteered their time and knowledge to the two 
Farmer’s Markets.  Our main task this September was the installation of the 
Cleveland County Fair Exhibit Hall Wheel and the Master Gardener 
Volunteer Booth.  This is always a day of intense labor and designing by our 

talented MGVs resulting every year in an outstanding display.  Our booth was 
manned by EMGVs’ during appointed days.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carol Sepaugh, EMGV and VP manning our EMGV Booth during the Cleveland County Fair 
 
On September 6, a group of our EMGVs’ enjoyed a field trip to the Asheville Arboretum followed by a delicious lunch.  This trip was 
planned and led by EMGV Jim Toole.  Thanks, Jim for another great trip. 

Submitted by Cindy Cabaniss and Carol Sepaugh, EMGVs’ 

 

Henderson County 
Submitted by Betty Lockwood 

 
As of the end of October most of Henderson County is still awaiting our first frost, which on average comes around October 12. The 
dahlias are still in bloom at Bullington Gardens and some of us are still harvesting a few late tomatoes. Following the hottest summer in 
recent years, we are now faced with severe drought conditions and watering restrictions, which is ironic given the devastating flooding 
in the eastern counties.    
 
There are signs of the changing seasons in our schedules as Master Gardeners. Our Info Line closed for the winter on October 31. 
Preparations are under way for our annual banquet, to be held November 10 at St. Paul Mountain Vineyard.  Those of us who volunteer 
at Bullington Gardens are spending much of our time creating the beautiful botanical crafts that will be for sale in early December, along 
with the beautiful fresh wreaths and swags – not to forget Christmas trees and a variety of flowering plants.  
 

We were once again represented at Extension’s Farm City 
Day in early October, which gives families from all over the 
county a chance to engage in various activities while 
learning about agricultural traditions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Henderson County EMGVs helping children make seed-
covered pinecones for the birds at Farm City Day.   
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Polk County 
Submitted by Jackie Weedon 
 
October 2016 
 
The Foothills Association of Master Gardeners, serving Polk County and northern Spartanburg County, SC, held their fall potluck in 
October.  Member Lucy Roberts hosted the event. 
 
On October 18, Scott Welborn, Polk County Extension Director 
and Horticulturalist, presented graduation certificates to his first 
class of Extension Master Gardener Volunteers.  Those 
pictured, from left to right, are Linda Knippa, Cathy Brettman, 
Talley Kayser, Paige Massey, Bill Massey, Peggy Swart, 
Buckner Malcolm, Ron Pankey, Fred Ramp, and Scott. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 Western North Carolina Gardening Symposium 
Submitted by Betty Lockwood (Henderson County) 
 
This year’s symposium was held at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel in Asheville on October 12. EMGV’s representing 18 counties were 
in attendance, along with agents from 8 counties.  There were 15 vendor booths and a wonderful array of door prizes. The planning 
committee this year consisted of EMGVs from Buncombe, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson and Polk Counties. 
 

The format this year was different from previous years in that there were no breakout sessions and 
the 4 speakers kept closely to the theme of “Our Gardens in a World of Change”. Topics ranged 
from changes in the climate to changes in ourselves as we age.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keynote speaker Laura Lengnick 
 
We were happy to welcome State Master 
Gardener Coordinator, Lisa Sanderson, who 
presented an Award for Excellence to Rutherford 
County.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                     Settling in for the afternoon speakers 

 
It is now time to mark your calendars for October 25, 2017 for next year’s Western North Carolina Gardening Symposium. 



8 
 

 
 Visiting some of our vendors 
 

The generosity of the American people is legendary. So is their spirit.  

Marsha Blackburn 
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North Central District (includes reports from Davidson, Forsyth, Guilford, Kerr 

Lake (Vance & Warren counties), Orange and Stokes counties 

 

Davidson County – Teresa Lowry, Reporter 

 

 

Davidson County EMGs displayed a booth at the county fair 

showing arbors, concrete features, birdbaths and more DIY 

examples of yard art. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Davidson County MG Fund-raising committee completed their best plant sale yet on October 1st.  Plants ranged from 

trees, perennials, shrubs, and more. Many were donated by local nurseries while others were brought in by members.  

Weather was great and so was attendance! 

The Demonstration garden was certified as a Monarch Waystation earlier this year and has seen the presence of many 

butterflies this summer.  Monarchs have been arriving now for several weeks, laying eggs, and forming chrysalises. 

For several years 4H has presented a program called “Ag by the Slice” for fifth grade students.  Master Gardeners help to 

set up stations showing how agriculture contributes to the various aspects of making pizza. Dough is made, cheese is 

produced, wheat is ground, herbs are discussed and much more. Students who seldom see where their food comes from 

get the opportunity to take part in each category. 

The Public Education and Outreach Council sponsored exhibits at the local farmers’ markets in September featuring 

advice about winter vegetables. Also, they designed a beautiful display of DIY art for the garden during the county fair. 

The last project of the year will be to welcome visitors to the Lexington BBQ Festival on October 22 with an exhibit 

featuring our own Sandra Cieszeewski”s artist rendering of a life-sized family of pigs fenced in with bales of straw, 

container gardens and pumpkins.  

The Annual Conference committee has been busy working on the plans for the conference to be held on February 2, 

2017.  Allan Armitage and Carol Reese have been invited as main speakers. Members are now busy inviting the speakers 

for the breakout sessions.  More information will be available in December from the DCEMGVA newsletter, the DCEMGVA 

Facebook, or the Davidson County extension website. 

 

 

 

 



10 
 
Forsyth County - Teresa Lowry, Reporter 

 

Fall Plant Sale—an Enormous Success 

A very heartfelt THANK YOU goes out to all our Master Gardening friends and 

volunteers from Forsyth County and the surrounding counties for making our 

first ever indoor plant sale an enormous success.  Thank you to all who 

attended, purchased, and was a part of this success by creating an almost 

complete sellout on the first day.  We learned a lot from this change in venue 

and will bring the lessons learned to next year’s sale.  We knew the interest in 

Native Plants was great but not to the extent of the demand we experienced. 

We will be more prepared next year by having more varieties and a larger 

quantity for sale.  We thank you and hope to see you next year.  

 

 

Dixie Classic Fair 

Another successful fair ended on October 9th with a plethora of information being distributed to the 

many fairgoers who enjoyed great weather for this 12-day event. Our staff of knowledgeable 

volunteers staffing the booth answered horticultural and gardening questions, distributed literature, 

and gave advice on sources available online.  

 

 

 

 

Heritage Days 

Forsyth County’s Heritage Days was held October 11 and 12 at Historic Bethabara Park. Several MG 

volunteers, some in costume, led tours through the garden for the hundreds of schoolchildren 

attending. The children were taught how early medicine used the herbs that are grown in this 1760 

garden for the treatment of various illnesses and were given the opportunity to taste and smell some of 

the herbs still in season. The Medicinal Garden at Historic Bethabara Park is lovingly maintained by a 

group of dedicated MG volunteers and is open year-round to the public. 

 

Forsyth County’s Heritage Days 

Arboretum and Gardens at Tanglewood Park 

Ten volunteers at this Forsyth County treasure recently spent a day enhancing the beauty of the new Deer Fence that was installed this 

past summer.  Ninety-five Sarcococca humilis, 'Fragrant Valley' (Sweetbox), a deer resistant evergreen with fragrant white flowers in 

spring and Buxus microphylla, 'Eseles Wedding Ring', variegated boxwoods were planted in front of the deer fence along with large 

stones being intermingled to add visual interest to the gardens. The new plants and deer fence help define this Arboretum as a first-

class Arboretum worthy of the many visitors who enjoy the beauty offered by the many gardens. 

 

2016 Dixie Classic Fair 

Fall Plant Sale 
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Guilford County – Christina Larson, Reporter 

3rd Annual “Bee Friendly to Bees” Day buzzing with activity! August 20 was National Honey Bee Day, and Guilford EMGVs 

again celebrated bees and beekeepers, as well as presenters on topics such as native bees and pesticides. “Did you know” signs were 

posted all around the Karen C. Neill Demonstration Garden, and free plants were given away as prizes to anyone who completed the 

garden scavenger hunt (for bee-friendly plants). Many thanks to our donors and vendors for 

their support: Busy Bee Nursery in Raleigh; New Garden Nursery in Greensboro; Guilford County 

Beekeepers Association; NCSU; UNCG; and GTCC. Other interactive elements included 

honey-tasting and children’s activities. 4-H also helped out by selling food.  

 

 

                                        Beekeeper presentation at Guilford’s bee day  

15th Annual Guilford Gardening Gala and Seminar a smashing success! – Another sold-out crowd hung on every word 

from presenters Chip Calloway, Peter J. Hatch, and Lisa Mason Zeigler, shopped the vendors with all sorts of wonderful plants and 

gardening accessories, and enjoyed lunch and raffle prizes throughout the day. Thank you to all the Master Gardeners from other 

counties who attended! Wait until you see what we have in store for next year with our grant funds! 

 

Kerr Lake Master Gardeners – Vance and Warren Counties – Eileen Novak, Reporter 

August brought Jeff Hall, from the NC Wildlife Resources Commission, to discuss amphibians and reptiles in the garden, to ensure that 

we appreciate their pollinating or insect-eating contributions. 

In September, our own Extension Agent Paul McKenzie presented a talk on 

beneficial insects, so that we don’t indiscriminately squash EVERY bug we see.  

Additionally. Edna Gaston, NCEMGVA President, was on hand to present checks to 

our club for pprojects we had submitted this year!  It’s nice for a small club like ours 

to get help to do things for our community!  Thanks, Edna! 

 

 

 

 

October’s cooling weather brought us to the “Architectural Trees” Nursery, to hear first-hand from owner John Monroe how he got his 

start and where he was heading in the future.  Where he is heading is a complete change for him – going from landscape perennials to 

annuals, necessitating a clearing-out of existing stock.  Those who attended made it worth his while to host us! 

Orange County – Susan Lamb, Reporter 

MGs visit the Corpse Flower at NCSU - Master Gardeners, led by Patricia Weigant, took a journey to the nearby NCSU campus 

to see this plant in bloom. 

Horticulture M.S. student Brian Huber had acquired a softball-sized, 4-year old corm which he named “Lupin,” from the Huntington 

Botanical Gardens in California 9 years ago. That means this corm, now 51 pounds, had been growing for 13 years before reaching its 

reproductive maturity. It would now flower and fade within the span of a few days, so time was of the essence in deciding to visit. 

The flowering structure of Amorphophallus titanum is actually a gigantic inflorescence called a spathe and spadix, typical of the Araceae 

or Arum Family. The spathe is the large green to red bract surrounding the columnar spadix—a fleshy spike with minute flowers 
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imbedded along its axis. The staff of the horticulture department had kindly cut a small “window” in the back of the spathe in order to 

view these small flowers.  (Figure 2) Leaning in to peek through this opening they got a whiff of the rotting meat odor that gives the 

plant its nickname “Corpse Flower,” though they expected much worse. 

 T  

NCSU “Corpse Flower” and the flower-viewing window. 

Orange County MGs assist with NC Botanical Garden Fall Plant sale - MGs Nina Forsyth, Ellen Johnson (pictured), Ina 

Kimbrough and Alice Neiderland set up a table at the NC Botanical Garden Fall Plant Sale in September 

to advise shoppers about their purchases. Many stopped by with questions or just to chat about 

gardening. 

 

 

 

 

Orange County’s Nina Forsyth and Ellen Johnson 

 at the NCBG Plant Sale 

 

 

Stokes County – Katherine Gambill, Reporter 

SEEDS (Stokes Educational Experimental Dirt Spot) continues to produce food for donation to our local food pantry, blooms 

for our pollinators, and, this year, one bed dedicated to tropical milkweed to feed the Monarch butterflies as they journey south in their 

annual migration.  It has been wondrous and enlightening to watch the stages of their development from caterpillar to butterfly. 

Another learning experience in the SEEDS garden has been the use of the drip irrigation system we installed in the spring.  Our 

equipment vendor was quite generous with helpful installation tips, and then with understanding the amount of water we really were 

putting out!  Hint; just because the top of the bed doesn’t look wet doesn’t mean your plant’s roots are not! 

Our volunteers, led by Judy Nunn, continue to support the King Farmer’s Market weekly with our information booth and special 

events such as tomato tasting, Community Day with many organizations represented, Kid’s Day activities, and, in October, pumpkin 

decorating. 
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This September, we embarked on our first (annual?) bulb sale.  We took orders at the King 

Farmer’s Market, and were fortunate to be welcomed at two area garden club meetings and a 

neighboring county Master Gardener meeting to present our bulb offerings.  At this time, the 

orders are in, and we are set to package bulbs for pickup in the coming week.  The first attempt 

at a project is always a learning experience, and we did learn several things from this one.  AND, 

we were delighted to exceed our goal by almost 40%! 

 

 

 

 

 

In September, we participated in the annual Stokes Stomp, Festival on the 

Dan.  Even with record high temperatures thinning the crowd on Saturday afternoon, 

the two-day event produced bulb sales, expressions of interest in the next MG 

training class, distribution of many soil sample kits, and lots of good PR for our still-

young group. 

 

 

 

 

MGs Darlene Hartwig and Jeanne Wright have spent many volunteer hours this year at Stokes 

Opportunity Center, helping the developmentally challenged adult clients there to start and 

maintain a garden.  They so enjoyed and appreciated the effort of the two, and the support of our 

organization, that they invited us all to a Harvest Celebration in October.  They shared their 

artwork, and entertained with music.  There was not enough time for a full-blown show, but 

members of The Starcatchers, who have performed in many venues in several states, sang a few 

songs.  It was a memorable event for us all. 

 

Generosity has built America. When we fail to invest in children, we have to 

pay the cost. 

 Bob Keeshan 
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South Central District 

Barb Apelian, District Reporter  

 

Cabarrus County - Submitted by Mitchell Hagler 

 

Late summer and early fall have been busy days for our volunteers. In August our own horticulture agent, Lauren Duncan, educated us 

about seed saving. She discussed the why and how of saving seeds, reminding us to collect seeds from healthy plants and to make 

sure that they are clean and dry. She mentioned seeds that are the easiest to harvest and those that will self-sow reliably. In 

September, Lauren presented a webinar on native bees and in October she reviewed the fundamentals of plant propagation. Part of her 

presentation included a YouTube video with Lis Meyer, Lecturer at NCSU.  

In cooperation with Alex Beck, Cabarrus County Park Ranger, volunteers helped plant 600 plugs in a "floating island" on a lake at Camp 

Spencer. 

 

Two major events occupied our time in September. One was our booth at the Cabarrus 

County Fair. “Fall Gardening” was the Fair theme with a focus on canker worm education, 

composting, and what vegetables, shrubs, and bulbs can be planted now. We also 

distributed soil sample kits and a variety of extension handouts. The booth was staffed with 

volunteers the nine days of the Fair.  

 

  

The other event was the Cabarrus County Agribusiness & 

Environmental Sciences Conservation School Days. This event, 

as it is today, began in 2004 with just a few schools participating 

that first year.  Today, all Cabarrus County school sixth grade students attend, along with several private, 

charter and home school groups.  This year, 2,577 students participated over three days. While at the event, 

the students rotate through five, 30-minute, hands-on activity stations focused on animals, horticulture, 

conservation, food & nutrition and science.   Our participation included teaching the students basic plant 

growth information and allowing the students to get their hands dirty by potting a pansy and taking it home.  

 

The Association has taken a closer look at its bylaws and invited Lisa Sanderson to review them and make 

suggestions for bringing our bylaws more in line with those of the state organization. 

In other business, grants program guidelines and scholarship guidelines have been reviewed with minor 

modifications. New officers have been elected and beginning in 2017 officers will begin serving a two-year 

term with two of the four officers being elected in odd numbered years and the other two elected in even 

numbered years.  

A holiday social will be held in December at Cabarrus Country Club. Again this year, guests will bring a toy for the Toys for Tots 

program.  

 

Gaston County - Submitted by Barbara Linster 

 
We began this quarter on a big bang with our July Jubilee.  

EMGVs Nancy Shannon and Zerina Francum, along with their husbands, did a great job planning our 

celebration at the Shannon’s lake-front property.  A magnificent setting, BBQ with fixings and a live 

musician. Tables were tastefully decorated by EMGV Doris Kellar and we ended our evening with an 

awesome fireworks display perfectly orchestrated to classic patriotic music, thanks to the talented family 

of EMGV Teri Clark. Our July program speaker, Gladys Hutson, made a presentation on “Beekeeping & 

Pollinators.”  In keeping with the topic, Gene Martin, Learning Garden (LG) Chair, took a great picture of a 

Tiger Swallowtail butterfly on Lantana in our LG. 
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August was hot and humid as ever, and we again focused on keeping our garden material 
alive! Our program speaker was artist, science teacher extraordinaire Norma Suddreth. She 
demonstrated and spoke on the topic of making paper using a two- thousand-year-old 
process.  Norma uses plant material like banana leaf stems and okra slime, imagine that.  Tim 
Pearson was the lucky EMGV member that took home the piece of paper made during the lecture 
and demonstration.  We also had an opportunity to see some of her paintings (on paper she 
makes), frescos and sculptures.   
 
In September, Greg McGinnis, owner of our local Wild Birds Unlimited, made a wonderfully 
informative presentation on the topic of Blue Birds and their habits.  The public was invited and 
we had a very good showing of guests. 
  

Our meeting concluded with EMGVs Suzanne Deal 
and David Thornburg being awarded much deserved 
Life Membership.   
As a Trip Committee Chair Suzanne’s trips set the standard for excellence.  While serving on 
the Executive Board she always provided valuable insight into our history as well as making 
innovative suggestions.  Suzanne’s love for plants, design, and horticultural history is reflected 
in both the Deal garden and the county Heritage Garden. David has used his vegetable 
gardening knowledge and compassion by offering his guidance, land, time and equipment to 
school children and the developmentally challenged adults at Creative Opportunities. His 
projects always require time and commitment beyond the average and he follows through with 
dedication and enthusiasm.  
 
 
The month ended with the NC Cooperative Extension’s annual Home Grown Gaston on 
September 27th, an event where you will always find EMGV David Thornburg manning the 

Master Gardener booth.  Many EMGVs helped set up, clean up, or attended the event which offers local food prepared by local chefs to 
support Prevent Child Abuse Gaston.  
 
Additionally, EMGVs continued to support the County Hot Line, our Learning Garden, community gardens 
(Heritage, Creative Opportunities, schools) and the farmers’ markets.  Our Greenhouse Committee has had its 
first meeting, the leaves are beginning to turn and fall is on its way.   

 
Connect with us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/MasterGardenersOfGastonCounty 

                   

Iredell County - Submitted by Barbara Boyle 

 

Native Plant Garden.  Thanks to an NCEMGA Matching Grant awarded at the end of last 

year, we were able to add a Native Plant Garden to our Demonstration Garden. We have killed 

the existing turf and weeds, cleared the site and prepared the soil to plant native shrubs, vines, 

and perennials.  We even took our own good advice and sent away a soil sample for testing.  

Our goal is to demonstrate to the public the many benefits of native plants in their home 

gardens.  Among the plants we will feature are deciduous hollies, Sumac, Ninebark, River 

Oats, and Joe Pye Weed.  In August Bill Jones of Carolina Native Nursery in Burnsville 

spoke at our monthly meeting about the importance of native plants in the landscape to help 

support the birds and the bees and shared with us a list of his favorites.   

 

Lisa Sanderson, the Extension Master Gardener State Coordinator, spoke at our September 

Meeting.  She shared with us important links on the NCSU site, discussed the different 

classes of EMGVA membership, spoke about the importance to NCSU to keep accurate records 

of our volunteer and educational hours and answered our many questions.   

 

Fall Festivities.  Fall has brought a batch of community outreach opportunities to us.  We kicked off September with our booth at the 

Iredell County Fair where we answered lots of questions (did everyone have problems with tomatoes this year?) and invited the public 

to visit our Demonstration Garden.  One of our members is actively involved with the Mooresville Farmers Market and the Mooresville 

Community Garden.  In addition, we manned a booth at both the Statesville Employee Health Fair and the Iredell County Health Fair.  

Our demo garden remained open the first Saturday of the month through October.  We harvested our first crop of peanuts one Saturday 

and are looking forward to some homemade peanut brittle at our Christmas luncheon.   

http://www.facebook.com/MasterGardenersOfGastonCounty
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Our new agent Matt Lenhardt is also busy getting monthly programs started at the 4 libraries in Iredell County for the EMGVs to take 

over.  Seems like the year is flying by! 

 

 

Lee County- Submitted by Anna Culler 

 

Hummingbird Day-on July 30, Big Bloomers Flower Farm in Sanford held its Eighth Annual Hummingbird Day.  Ornithologist Susan 

Campbell was on hand to record data on each bird captured and then to band and release them.  

Over one hundred and fifty people came to Big Bloomers to 

watch the banding and releasing of nine birds, a record for Big 

Bloomers.  Lee County EMGVs were there to answer gardening 

questions.  This event also provided a perfect opportunity for our 

Mater Gardeners to acquaint residents with the existence and 

purpose of the Lee County Extension Center as a whole; and, in 

particular, the work done there by Master Gardeners.  In 

addition, the day was a great opportunity to recruit attendees for 

our upcoming 2017 Master Gardener class. 

 

 

Sanford Farmers’ Market is held every Saturday from April to October.  This year the Lee County 

EMGVs made a commitment to set up a booth there twice a month from May through August, the 

Market’s busiest time.  An announcement always appeared in the local paper presiding the 

designated Saturday that the EMGVs would be available to answer questions and help in diagnosing 

gardening problems.  Again, this was a perfect opportunity to promote our program and recruit new 

members.  Thank you to Lorraine Ciccotti and Marjorie Ewing for taking the lead and all of the 

EMGVs who volunteered their time to make this project a success. 

 

 

 

Mecklenburg County – Submitted by Dale Johnston 

 

Internal Events: Field Trips for the quarter included a July trip to Graham Ray's garden in Greensboro, N.C. and a September trip to 

River Banks Zoo and Botanical Garden. One Potluck was held at the home of Les Davis on July 26th. 

July 20th we celebrated Tomatofest at our general meeting.  Carol Carraux led this effort. Speaker topics for our educational portion of 

our monthly meeting were Vermiculture in July, Hummingbirds in August and Beneficial Bugs in September 

Community Events 

The Mecklenburg Extension Master Gardeners were active in 6 Community Outreach Events - 

“Ask an EMG”- that were attended by 760 people. We participated in the Mecklenburg County 

Parks and Rec Reedy Creek Hummingbird Festival by selling plants that attract hummingbirds 

and other pollinators in August. In September, we participated in Festival in the Park at our 

demonstration gardens in Freedom Park by holding a lady bug release. Freedom Park looked 

really great.  A special thank you to Cathy Hawkins and LeAnn Swieczkowski for all their hard 

work and the EMGVs who volunteered to make our gardens look fabulous. A special thank you to 

LeAnn Swieczkowski who drove a shuttle service between the Armory and Freedom Park.  It was 

a wonderful plus to very hot days at Freedom. 

 
Volunteers have teamed up with teacher Debra Carr at Grand Oaks Elementary School in Huntersville to create a vegetable garden. 
Rotary donated funds for raised beds, Fiskar donated hand tools, and students and parents built the beds. Master Gardeners planted 
some "pass-along" perennials in the central bed to start a pollinator garden. Plans also call for edibles with strawberry and blueberry 
plants as well as a three sisters garden.  

Lowes has donated seeds for starting in the spring. Hopefully by February, seeds will have sprouted and the garden will be productive 
in March.  
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External Communications 

Graphics: Cathe Hawley and Pam Eavenson sourced a new tent for events that was used at Festival in the Park.  Website: Cathe 

Hawley, Debbie Mitchell, Nancy Neely.  Our web presence continues to evolve with monthly garden tasks and event listings.  Web Hits 

22314. Facebook: Jean Wilson, Julie Sczerbinski.   Julie and Jean continue to source and post great content which is generating likes 

and a wider reach.  FB Likes 375, Our daily total reach (tr) 1599, weekly tr 7047, 28 days tr 194711. Cathe Hawley and Terri Wilburn 

worked with Cathy Hawkins and Tonya Banbury to produce new plant labels for our demonstration gardens – yea!  Cathy Hawkins and 

Tonya Banbury placed the labels in the garden in time for our Festival in the Park event.  The new labels help visitors identify plants and 

understand their needs and how to use them in their home gardens. Photography:  SmugMug has provided our free copy of the photo 

repository software, and Debbie Mitchell is getting it set up for our use.    

Community Education- An estimate of the number of hours spent in support of Community Education programs to-date in 2016 - 

estimated 897 community education hours. 

 

Moore County – Submitted by L.Amy Rozycki 

 
mooregardens.org is LIVE! 

After “moore” than a year collaborating with students and teachers at Sandhills Community 
College, Moore County EMGs now have a live, interactive educational website: 
mooregardens.org! This new website features a quiz local gardeners can take to learn ways 
to garden using research-based techniques, and once meeting the criteria, gardeners can 
earn and print out a free FIVE STAR Certification Award or purchase a FIVE STAR 

Certification sign that they can proudly display in their garden area. This interactive website was created as classroom capstone 
projects at the college and at very low cost to the EMGVs. mooregardens.org was awarded a Competitive Matching Grant from the 
NCEMGVA and signs have been purchased with the matching funds. Many thanks to those at Sandhills Community College, the hard-
working and dedicated MCEMGVs who worked on this, and to NCEMGVA for their wonderful support. 

Moore County EMGVs Win Blue Ribbon at County Fair! 
The Exhibit presented by our EMGVs was completed by Gloria Polakof and Cheryl Stuckey and we are proud to announce our Exhibit 
Booth was a First Prize Blue Ribbon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Handicap-accessible Sensory Garden Wins Search For Excellence Award 
EMGVs volunteering at West End Elementary School are very happy to be recognized at the NC State level, for their work creating an 
Upper Sensory Accessible garden for the school’s Multi-Age Class. Before the creation of this garden, the students in this class were 
unable to garden because the main school garden is down a long flight of stairs and this class has students with limited mobility and 
who use wheelchairs. The garden is planted with touchable and edible, safe plants, and is on the same level and convenient for the 
students. Great job! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://mooregardens.org/
http://mooregardens.org/
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Union County – Submitted by Barb Apelian 

 

Teaching Garden Updates 

Greenhouse makeover…Back in August of 2005, we were fortunate to have a 3000 sq ft greenhouse 

donated to us by John Treese of Turning Leaf Farm, Waxhaw, who decided to move back to California. 

The greenhouse sat in storage until the summer 2008 when it was reconstructed on UC’s Cooperative 

Extension property.  Philip Austin Grading donated equipment and labor to prepare the site.  Precision 

Plumbing donated their services, brining  water to the area.  Union County covered the utilities allowing 

us to add ventilation fans, heat and lighting. Fast forward to 2016 and the greenhouse desperately 

needed to be recovered.  Thanks to a great deal from Final Touch Construction Services, Monroe NC, 

along with some hardworking EMG’s and agent Debbie Dillion, our greenhouse has a fresh new face.  

Our precious plants are, once again, safe from the elements. Some mice, snakes and lizard-like critters 

are happy for a new home too! 

Finally, a place for our stuff!  For quite some time the UCEMGV’s have been saving a good portion of 

funds raised to be used for our own storage shed.  The usual obstacles, insurance, risk policies, site 

location, Ag Board approval and permits…were finally overcome and the slab for the new storage shed 

was poured in late October.  This was a collaborative effort between Union County and the UCEMGV’s.  

They are building the structure, which we will share with NCDA and FSA’s Soil and Water division, with 

MG’s having the largest share.  We will use our own funds to install bathroom facilities.  Yippee, relief is 

in sight. 

Address: Herb Garden…MG Carol Larrimore, in charge of our Herb Garden, has installed a mailbox.  In the mailbox you will find a 

reference book with detailed info on what’s been planted there. 

 

MG’s in the Community  

Several MG’s are working with after school programs.  At Marshville and Rocky River Elementary and the Dickerson Recreation Center, 

sessions are both fun and educational, with topics such as birds, insects, gardening, 

nature and the environment.  Lead by MG Jamie Dunleavy, 4-H students and other 

EMG’s, have planted raised beds and other gardens around the school.  They are 

focusing on a garden to be included in the Pollinator Highway program next spring.  

Next year’s vegetable crop will be sold or donated to food banks. 

Other MG’s have been speaking at Garden Clubs, HOA’s and Seniors’ groups.  EMG 

Annie Howell and two other EMG’s gave a “Bug” presentation supporting Habitat and 

Wildlife Keepers, Great Outdoors University Kids In Nature Day Saturday, … 

Suzanne and Harold Wilkerson continue to do volunteer work for the Duke Mansion's 

Kitchen Gardens involving local community members and children, with teaching 

seminars at least four times a year in both spring and fall 

Sonia McElveen and 3 EMG’s sponsored a craft table at the Fall 4H fair, where kids 

could make Snail Spinners out of paper plates and pipe cleaners.  The kids had a ball. 

 

 

 

 

Rowan County – Submitted by Sue Davis 

 

Rowan County Extension Master Gardeners Shares with the Community  

Summer is always a slow time at the Rowan County Ag Center campus but 2016 was different. The Master Gardeners decided that we 

wanted to show off for and share information with the community by hosting our first DYI Gardening Series. The Series had 5 sessions 

planned covering creating a raised bed and making it work, gardening in the shade, gardening in dry, red clay on a slope, herb 

gardening and creating a Pollinator Garden. The pocket garden curators and their teams worked to keep the beds looking great all 
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summer so that for each event the beds were a show place. Our support from the community was very good, which is a great reward 

for the hard work the Rowan County Master Gardeners put into each of the events.  

The photos are from the final event, the Pollinator Garden which was titled “It’s 

ok to be messy”. On that day in addition to the guests from the community, we 

were lucky enough to have a few Monarch butterflies, many Swallowtails, 

Skippers and Sulfurs. Just before our program begun we noticed both a 

hummingbird and a hummingbird moth in the Passion Flowers. We had great 

questions from the guests about attracting pollinators, plant names and how to 

determine if the plant is a friend or foe (weed).   

 

 

 

 

Sue Davis Welcomes the Community to the Pollinator Garden 

 

We like to measure the success of a RCEMGVA event by the comments, community support and enthusiasm of our members.  We are 

eager to begin thinking about what to do in 2017.     

 
Butterfly Caterpilers Always Welcome Guests to our Gardens 

 

 
Guests stroll and look while Master Gardeners Answer Questions 
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Northeast District  - Anne Pierce District Reporter 

 

 

Pasquotank County – submitted by Bette Lou Campbell 

 

Community Schools: In August, at P W Moore Elementary, some of the Pasquotank 

MGV’s (Eileen Chaney and Jane Elfring) assisted with the creation of the outdoor Science 

Learning Center.  Lowe’s provided the materials for this endeavor.  

 

 

 

 

 

Field Trip:  August found t he MGV’s enjoying a visit to this private residence. A 

beach themed garden with tropical plants and fun repurposed garden accents made 

this a real pleasure to tour! 

 

 

 

Foreman House Community Demonstration/Learning Garden:  MGV’s received a donation of some fall plants from 

Bonnie Farms.   These have been planted in the raised beds that were not being solarized at this time.  The first four beds 

that were solarized have had the plastic removed and compost added.  The second set of beds that were solarized are 

about ready to have plastic removed and compost will need to be added as well.  Grass clippings have been added to 

some of the beds.   

 

MGV Cookout:  In September, an end of summer cookout and fellowship gathering was held 

at the lovely, riverside home of MGV, Clay and Mary Ann Foreman.  As always, there was no 

shortage of food and no one went away hungry! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speaker:  In October at the MGV business meeting, Pat Mansfield spoke on the topic of Daylilies.  Pat works for the 

NC Department of Transportation where her unit is responsible for everything green in the 14 counties in northeast North 

Carolina.  This includes ornamental plantings, mowing, wildflowers, herbicidal spraying, etc.  Pat and her husband have a 

daylily farm and have been collectors for many years and are now planning to raise plants for future sales. They decided 

several years ago to grow daylilies and have about half an acre with approximately 9,000 plants.  She plans on retiring in 

4 years and Mansfield Daylilies and More will be up and running!  Pat brought in some daylilies (Windsong Romance) that 

she had dug up to demonstrate how to divide them.   

 

Decorating Demo: presented by the MGV’s on “Seasonal Decorating with Natural Materials.”  November 5, 2016 at the Pasquotank 

County Extension Center auditorium. 
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Dare County-submitted by Chris Stadther 

Dare Master Gardeners are hard at work at the Arboretum in Kill Devil Hills.  Hurricane Matthew left a lot of debris and 

limbs to be gathered but we were fortunate in that the damage was fixable.  The work will continue and many plants will need replaced. 

A new arbor at the entrance to the Arboretum was installed.  Now we have to wait for the 

coral honeysuckle to grow around it. 

 

 

 

 

The next big event for the Dare Master Gardeners is creating centerpieces for our 

Centerpiece fundraiser in December.  Ornaments and Bows that decorate the centerpieces are already 

being made.  The excitement is growing because we really enjoy creating these centerpieces.  It is also a 

great way to get up to date with all our friends as well as bring holiday cheer. 

 

 

 

 

The Coastal Gardening Festival committee is gearing up for the 2017 Festival.  The theme for next year is “Plant it & 

they will come.”  Highlighting pollinators and the plants that attract them is the educational goal.  So, the next time you bite into a piece 
of fruit or vegetable, thank a pollinator. 

Pitt County Update   Reporter - Mary Jo Larkin 
 
New extension agent in Pitt County 

In July we welcomed our smiling new extension agent, Eric Derstine.  His energy and outgoing nature were evident on the first workday 
in the arboretum.  He ground up mulch AND checked how to help in each of our gardens, like planting lamb’s ears in the herb garden.  
Eric grew up on a nursery tree farm in NE Pennsylvania and enjoyed his working experience there. 
 

Plant Sale 
Our annual Saturday after Mother’s Day plant sale is already occupying our time. Last year’s Asclepias for butterflies project leads us to 
more learning about propagation.  Carol Taylor led an arboretum tour where we harvested seeds and talked about when and how to get 
them up and running.  Our October meeting will be a propagation workshop. Almost all of the plants at our sale are grown by master 
gardeners, either at home or at the arboretum. We had over 400 people at our sale last year for a very successful fundraiser. We are 
continuously potting up for our May sale all year long and the spring finds us double timing so we can be organized for May 20, 2017.  
Come see us ! 
 

Vegetable Garden 
Out of one of our newest classes of master gardeners, four people have formed a tight circle of curators for our vegetable garden. They 
rotate on a weekly schedule for harvesting many pounds of produce for our local food bank. 
They coordinate and plan the planting and maintenance of the garden. We have new raised beds and a watering system and four 
tireless gardeners!  The Fall seeds are in the ground after a beautiful summer harvest. 
 

Field Trips 
We have enjoyed several trips lately.  We were in Goldsboro at the Cherry Research Farm in September.  We had an interesting tour 
there with the resident farmer who shared her enthusiasms about gardening in tunnels, solar heating and blackberry pruning among 
other things.  We ended the tour admiring a machine she had made and used on the farm.  The real end of the day was ice cream at a 
dairy on our way home! 

*** Editor’s note:  Sadly, the file containing the pictures that were submitted with this report was unreadable and a 

request for retransmission did not get answered by the deadline. ***  
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SE District Report, Winter 2016 Issue: 

 
Counties included: Brunswick, Carteret, Craven, Johnston, Onslow, Wilson 
(Brenda Carter in Wayne- no report due to flooding issues.) 
 

 
Brunswick County – Submitted by Mary T. Dixon 
 
Community Groups Tour Newly Refurbished Brunswick Botanical Gardens 
The water color paints flowed effortlessly across the artist’s canvas as she transformed the scenery before our eyes to paper during an 
event held for St. James Artisans at the Brunswick Botanical Gardens!  Other groups attending special events at the garden include 
garden clubs, the Newcomers Club, Homeowners groups, and the Osher Lifelong Learners.  A Native Plant Fair here, sponsored by 
Vicki Furman’s Master Gardener Plant Sale Team, was sold out at 100 attendees!  So far this year, more than 350 adults in their 
respective groups have visited the Botanical Gardens, in addition to the daily casual visitor who conducts a self-guided tour.  The 
Botanical Gardens continues to grow as an educational tool for adults and children alike! 
 
Located at the Brunswick County Center in Bolivia, Master Gardeners have 
customized these events at the Botanical Garden to include classroom instruction in 
large groups.  Individual stations have been setup for rotation of small groups on such 
subjects as turf management, vermiculture, propagation, and other topics of interest 
customized for the group.  Master Gardeners and Extension staff man the 
stations.  Master Gardeners serve as tour guides, taking groups throughout the 
Botanical Gardens areas; the Southern Garden, River Birch Garden, Perennial 
Boardwalk, Waterfall, and Raised Bed Vegetable Gardens.  Other Master Gardeners 
serve as docents to point out special features of the specialty gardens, such as the 
Rose Garden and Edible Landscape Demonstration Garden. 
 

The Botanical Gardens was also the site for 300 South Brunswick Middle School 6th 
graders for the “Hands on Horticulture” program in May.  They reviewed plant and 
horticulture objectives learned in science class throughout the year.  Stations were 
set up in various locations throughout the Botanical Gardens to enhance their 
hands-on learning.  They reviewed basic plant parts and functions by eating different 
plant parts grown in the Vegetable Garden.  They made seed bombs to promote 
native plants and visited a Beekeeper to learn about pollination and protecting 
pollinators.  Then, in September, the TILT Program was conducted for 55 students in 
8th grade at the Gardens. 
 

 

 
There is great anticipation in the coming months to welcome a new fountain in the 
Rose Garden.  This, in addition to new perennials and ground cover plants, will 
enhance the Rose Garden.  Upcoming plans also include a Children’s Garden with a 
handicap-accessible children’s viewing stand next to the waterfall area and adjacent 
ponds. This garden will also include a tunnel for children to crawl through and a 
hobbit house where book readings and other forms of entertainment may be 
performed. 
 
For more information, visit https://www.facebook.com/www.bcbg.org/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Carteret County - Submitted by Marie Roberts 
 
Hurricane Matthew left Coastal North Carolina after depositing over ten inches of rain.  Carteret County has recorded over 73 inches for 
2016 to date.  We live in Merrimon, north of Beaufort on the Inland Waterway.  In an area where flooding has happened with many 
storms, we dodged a bullet this time.  North Carolina has had a tough year with rivers flooding during Matthew and previous 
storms.  We are told water should crest Saturday and pray it will go down quickly for those who have flooding.  Under the leadership of 

https://www.facebook.com/www.bcbg.org/
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Shawn Banks, our Carteret County Director, we have been asked to donate money or items that are in need in these areas.  Hope 
everyone will consider donating. 
 
St Egbert Elementary School 
This exciting EMGV project has evolved from planting gardens beds to a comprehensive curriculum including environmental issues 
from recycling to botany, plant parts, soil science and vermiculture.  If it’s about the earth, plants, and how they relate, we do an active 
hands on lesson! 
 
We have a three year cycle of lessons every year.  We do a different aspect of soil science, a different type of planting in the raised 
beds, plants parts and botany and an end of the year project on Earth Day.  We rotate lesson plans on pollinators; birds one year, bees 
the next and other pollinators, butterflies, flies, beetles the third year.  Lessons on vermiculture, garbology; where our trash goes, 
recycling and insects and their role in the environment are also covered. 
 
We group the grades K-5 into two larger groups.  Lesson plans, experiments, vocabulary and worksheets are tailored to the different 
age groups.  Each lesson/experiment is about 45 minutes long and there are six lessons per school year. 
 
We ask for suggestions and feedback from the teachers each time and implement the ideas or goals they suggest as we are able..  We 
are passionate about this project with our ultimate goal being to make the lesson plans and experiments available to other schools as 
curriculum enrichment. 
 
As I write this, I am thinking how I would have enjoyed this class during my elementary school years and hope my grandchildren have 
an opportunity to be exposed to this curriculum.  Living in the digital age, they need to be exposed to outdoor projects and how earthly 
things relate to each other for the benefit of mankind. 
 
Demo Gardens 
We recently held our annual Plant Swap where plants were exchanged and talked 
about on all levels.  A MG’s dream! 
A covered dish luncheon was held following the Swap.  It was well attended with a good 
time had by all.  All of our demo gardens, The Apothecary Garden, The Aquarium 
Garden, Core Sound, Leffer’s, Propagation Area and the Evan’s Street Curb Market are 
all in the process of being winterized.  After a restful winter, they will come back 
renewed and ready to burst forth.  We can’t wait!!! 
 

 

 
The Apothecary Garden, one of Carteret County’s 

beautiful demo gardens! 

 

 

 
Craven County - Submitted by Nancy Gray 
 
4-H Kids from Jones County Tour Craven County’s Demonstration Gardens!  
One soggy July morning, EMGVs guided a group of Jones County 4H kids on a tour of Craven County’s 
Demonstration Gardens.  Over twenty, 5 to 8 year old, children were divided into two groups. One group 
started in the herb and vegetable gardens while the other started at the “Beach”.  There, the group 
encountered aquatic and marsh plants surrounding a small pond.  When naming the plants, the Marsh 
Mallow drew a rousing “marshmallow?”  But, they were most excited seeing the tadpoles in the 
pond.  Next, it was over the bridge and into the rose garden.  It became a bit of an obstacle course 
trying to avoid puddles left by several days of rain.  Of course, this age group was not terribly motivated 
to avoid them, so a game of follow the leader helped.  Leaving the open space of the Rose garden, the 
group proceeded to the more intimate demonstration garden spaces.  There, the bottle tree, an example 
of African culture, prompted lots of questions about spirits.  Fortunately, the nearby Japanese rock 
garden provided a good distraction where the group enjoyed creating patterns raking the sand and 
ringing the gong. 
 
 
 

Craven County Demonstration Garden Bottle  
Trees 
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Then, it was time for the groups to switch places.  In the herb garden, while leaves were pinched and 
smelled and flavoring foods was discussed, more ewes than aahs were heard.  The vegetable garden 
may have been more exciting if were able to harvest something, prepare and eat it.  “Grow it, cook it, 
and eat it!” will excite kids of any age! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Japanese Gong at Craven County’s Demonstration Gardens 

 

 

Johnston County - Submitted by Griffin David Lockett 
 
A Gift of Love 
At our October EMGV meeting, Marshall Warren, our Horticultural Agent and EMGV Coordinator, 
surprised and shared with us a very beautiful, personalized, and meaningful garden art post as a tribute 
he had made for his bride of 30 years. This labor of love was inspired by the unique garden art that was a 
Painted Peace art post he saw at a gardening center. However, he wanted the art post to reflect his 
wife’s interests, humanity, and be personalized for her.  Also the unique garden post had to represent the 
colors, flowers and life in their garden.  
Each side of the lovely hand crafted garden art post has words that are inspired from the Serenity Prayer 
and the influences and wisdom from his mother, with whom his wife had a wonderful relationship with 
and helped care for over many years as her health declined. The words of the post are “Cultivating 
Serenity in Life and Love and Striving for Peace and Growth in Every Season”. The post is 

prominently placed in front of their kitchen window in the middle of their garden and every view out of the 
window is a view of beauty and love.   

 

        Marshall Warren’s Art Pole in their Garden, 
                     Photo by Marshall Warren (Johnston County) 

To make the post, he used an aged, dry 6x6" treated landscape timber and painted it in colors that complimented the flower and leaf 
colors in his garden.  He also got some of the artistic creative ideas from the Painted Peace 
website, Cultivatingserenity.com  and photographs of the perennials and wildlife in their yard.  He painted it 
with several coats of base primer first.  Then, he used two colors for the post and used several coats of 
outdoor semi-gloss paint as the base and background color for the artistic paintings.  For the artistic painting 

of the flowers, he used outdoor acrylic craft paints carefully blended to capture the true colors of the 
garden.  A local printer cut out vinyl lettering for the wording.  Once it was finished, he applied 4 to 5 coats of 
an outdoor SPAR Urethane UV clear coating to protect it from the weather.  Working a couple of hours a day, 
from conception of the idea until completion of this very special labor of love took about three weeks.   

 

 

 

 

 
Marshall Warren’s Art Pole, Photo by David Lockett (Johnston County) 

 

 

 

http://cultivatingserenity.com/
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Clayton Harvest Festival 

Each year as summer is about to close, the city of Clayton holds its annual 
Harvest and Music Festival which features over 230 vendors and organizations 
promoting the businesses, organizations, and nonprofits, as well as the town of 
Clayton and Johnston County.  It‘s a fun filled and educational day with food, 
rides, music, and lots of giveaway items.  It’s also another good opportunity to 
educate the public that we serve about the EMGV course, volunteer 
opportunities and to answer any gardening questions.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
EMGVs Sam Coburn and Gerry Brown at the Clayton Harvest Festival Booth  
(Johnston County) 

 
Onslow County - Submitted by Marge Waslicki 
 
Thank You Social 
A thank you was extended to all the Master Gardeners who worked on the very successful Growing Minds Project.  It was a way to 
show our appreciation to all the volunteers who planned, set up, and manned the activity stations.  Over 700 children were able to 
experience the sessions, which are aligned with the students’ curriculum helping them to learn more about their environment and the 
sources of their food.  Scheduling the school visits has already begun for next spring. 
 
Discovery Gardens 
Work on our Discovery Gardens is continuing.  A contract was signed and on September 1st work began on the summer house, trails, 
and the irrigation system.  In addition, the contractors will do soil preparation along with composting and mulching, which will save the 
Master Gardeners hours of work.  The work should be completed before the first of the year. 
 
The Master Gardeners will be busy in the spring planting 100 trees in the Discovery Gardens thanks to a $4000 grant from the North 
Carolina Urban Tree Council.  While we know that fall is the ideal time to plant trees, the Gardens are currently a construction site and 
we will not have access till the work on the site is completed. 

Beautification 
At our September meeting, Master Gardener Amy Borsay, who designed the Cistern Bed planting, gave a one hour presentation 
detailing all the planning that was necessary for the design of the 3,000 square foot bed.  It was very enlightening and Amy explained 
some of the issues that confronted her.  For example, how do you hide three 2,500 gallon cisterns?  You plant tall plants to draw the 
eye upward, low shrubs and vegetation to conceal the bases and join the plantings to one another, and add perennials to fill in any 
spaces.  Hiding utilities was another challenge!   
Plants with more than one season of interest were a necessary part of the plan along with a variety of textures, forms, colors, 
adaptability to the environment, and low maintenance.  The elimination of a retaining wall and installation of curb and guttering caused 
the loss of two feet of planting area along the length of the bed.  This meant a change in the plan.  Other changes were due to plant 
availability from various vendors. 

This bed, which can be seen from the Discovery Gardens, is also meant to be a 
demonstration garden for the residents of Onslow County.  When folks come to the 
Master Gardeners with questions regarding plants that will thrive in the area, we will 
be able to direct them to the Cistern Bed for visual reinforcement instead of just 
providing lists of plants. 

Amy gave great advice for anyone planning a landscape project by explaining the 
basic principles she used when planning the Cistern Bed.  While we might not want to 
camouflage huge cisterns, we just might want to hide a neighbor’s shed from 
view.  We have to remember all the aspects of the design; purpose, site preparation, 
utilities (electric, cable), septic tank, placement of garden structures, types of plants, 
and maintenance. 
 
 

Driving the pilings that will support the Summer House in the  
Onslow County Discovery Gardens (Onslow County) 
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Wilson County- Submitted by Carol Gaissert 
 

Road Trip 
In September, a group of Wilson County EMG's enjoyed a day trip to the Lewis Ginter 
Gardens in Richmond, VA.  It was a beautiful day for a garden tour and it's always a 
delight to see other gardens and bring home new ideas! 
 

 

 

 

 
Wilson EMGVs at the Lewis Ginter Gardens in Richmond, VA. 
 
Halloween Event 
On Sunday, Oct. 30, from 5:00-7:00PM, the Wilson Botanical Gardens will become a very spooky place!  Various Wilson Arts 
organizations will be set up throughout the garden for trick-or-treating.  Dancers, actors, musicians and artists will be performing. 
There will be a pumpkin contest, storytelling, Halloween crafts and a costume parade. For more information, go to 
https://www.facebook.com/WilsonBotanicalGardens/ 
 
Wilson Winter Lights 
Planning is well under way for our annual fundraiser, Wilson Winter Lights. This year's dates are Nov. 30 - Dec. 4. For more 
information, check https://www.facebook.com/WilsonBotanicalGardens/ 
 
STEM Garden Update 
The entertainment area has been completed and will be used for the first time at the 
Halloween event.  Also by Halloween, several other projects will be complete.  In the 
Technology area, the solar-powered charging station will be up and running. You will be 
able to place your cell phone in a locked receptacle and let it charge while you visit the 
gardens.  In the Math area, you will be able to play backgammon at the new 
backgammon table.  And in the Engineering area, you can use the human sundial to tell 
the time.  Plan to visit us soon! 
 

 

 

 

 
                                          Wilson Botanical Garden’s STEM Garden is growing!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Solar Charging Station and Windmill at Wilson Botanical Garden 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/WilsonBotanicalGardens/
https://www.facebook.com/WilsonBotanicalGardens/
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A word (or a few) from the Editor: 

In spite of myself and the best efforts of Microsoft Word, I have managed to put together another edition!  Now, to relax I’ll just plan to 

enjoy the next few months:  the Holidays, the visit from the grandkids (oh, and my daughter too, of course) and the tremendously 

enjoyable prospect of my husband’s knee replacement surgery.  All will be so much more fun than wrestling with formats, type fonts, 

and hidden things that defy me at every turn.   

And if anyone in the NorthEast District submitted something that didn’t make it into the newsletter, I have this excuse:  My husband was 

watching my grandson while I prepared dinner and it got quiet in the living room.  I peeked out to see what was or was not happening 

and found the little guy with my phone, and the email app open.  He might have figured out how to archive because I did check the 

trash folder to see if he deleted anything.  And later I archived something and then couldn’t find out how to get it back.  Technology is 

KILLING ME!!  And yes, I have a lock on the phone and a fingerprint access so someone (who later dozed off) let the little guy into my 

phone.  I do apologize to any whose reports were missed and promise to change my access code. 

 

We cannot stop the winter or the summer from coming. We cannot stop the spring or the fall or 
make them other than they are. They are gifts from the universe that we cannot refuse. But we 

can choose what we will contribute to life when each arrives.  

-Gary Zukav 

 


